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TO THE PUBLIC, 



The following volume is the work of a Man of 
Gemus ; but as it is a Posthumous Publicatioii, 
and was not prepared by the Author for the Pres9» 
the candid Public will make the proper allow- 
ances. 

Among Mr Logan's Papers were found a 
variety of Prayers, and of Addresses to 
Communicants, at the Celebration of the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. That these might 
not be lost ,to the Public, it was judged proper to' 
give, from his Manuscripts, the whole Service of 
a Communion Sunday, in complete detail ; in 
which these Compositions form a part ; and aro 
introduced, each in its place. This will, at the 
same time, serve as a memorial of the Form, ac- 
cording to which that Solemn Ordinance is gene- 
rally administered, in the present times, in Scot- 
land ; and may not be unacceptable to those of 
the neighbouring Church, who have a desire to 
be acquainted with the modes of our Service and 
Worship upon that occasioo. 
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LIFE 

OF 

t H k AUTHOR. 



TO trace the progress of the man of geni as, burst- 
ing through the clouds which humble birth, 
and a low situation of life tend to throw over his 
Arst steps, tiil by his own native powers he counter- 
acts the disadvantages of his original obscurity, and 
shines forth acknowledged by an admiring worfd^ 
this is an interesting and a pleasing task — but if mis- 
fortune sheds a gloom on his career, while it heightens 
the interesti it mingles our pleasure with sensations of 
pity, which arrest our attention more closely to the 
incidents of his life, however trifling ; and such are 
the feelings which the life of Logan are calculated to 
awaken. 

John Logan waa born at Soutra^ in the parish of 
Fala, county of Mid-Lothianj in the year 1748. His 
father, Creorge Logan, was then a farmer at that 
place ; but afterwards removed to Gossford, the seat 
of the present Earl of Wemyss, in the county of East-* 
Lothian. His mother, Janet Waterston, was daugh* 
ter of John Waterston, who resided in the parish of 
Stowe. Both parents belonged to that class of the 
Scottish dissenters who call themselves Burgher-Sece- 
ders ; and were equally distinguished by the unble- 
mished rectitude of their conduct, the sincerity of 
their piety, and the benevolence of their hearts. 

VOL. I. A 
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3C1V LIFE OP THE AUTHOR. 

Tliey had two sons, ot" wliom Jolin was the younger. 
The care of the fiinn, in consequence of the father 
being killed by accident as he was returning from 
Edinbui'gii, devolved upon the elder brother, which, 
however, he soon quitted, and betook himself to the 
study of medicine. He afterwards went to America, 
as a surgeon, wliere he died about the year 1785. 

John gave early proofs of that superiority of genius 
by which he was afterwards so remarkably dislin- 
guifilicd ; and iiis parents, with an alacrity that de- 
serves imitation, fostered his love of learning, and re- 
solved to educate him for the clerical profession. 

Having received all the information and erudition 
whicli the parocliiat school could afford, he \vent to 
the university of Edinburgh. Where a friendship 
between Logan and Dr Robertson, (late of Dalmcny) 
commenced, which continued through life with un- 
diminished affection, and uncontaminated with that 
jealousy which is too common among men of genius. 
Miciiacl Bruce, whose literary career was soon closed, 
was then a student at the same university ; and the 
similarity of their genius and pursuits soon produced 
an intimacy, which continued tilt the poet of Loch- 
levea dropt prematurely into the tomb. After the 
death of IJruce, Logan engaged with alacrity in pre~ 
paring the poems he hjd left for the press. And in 
1770, he published " Poems on several occasions, by 
" Michael Bruce," to which he added an account of 
the Life and Character of the Author, ancV" some 
'• Poems written by different authors." The friends 
of Logan and of Bruce are divided in their opinions, 
concerning the share which the latter had in this 
miscellany. 

Afler Logan had completed that course of theolo- 
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LIFE OF THE AUTHOR. XV 

gical learning which the laws of the Scottish church 
require of those who become candidates t'ov her li- 
cence, he was employed by Mr Sinclair of Ulbster, 
in assisting the studies of his son, now Sir John Sin- 
clair, Baronet ; a situation in which he was treated 
with peculiar kindness, but in which he did not long 
remain. After undergoing the usual examination, 
and performing the exercises prescribed by tlie laws 
of the church, he obtained licence from the presby- 
tery of £<linbargh to preach the gospel. The fame 
of his eloquence soon spread, and he received an una- 
nimous call from the kirk-session and incorporatiifiis 
of South Leith, to become one of the ministers of 
that church and parisli ; and he was accordingly or- 
dained in the year 1773. The duties of iiis minis- 
terial office he discharged with steadiness and fidelity. 
But while he attended his sacred and important duties 
as a clergyman, he did not abandon tJie muses; he 
Bpent his leisure in the cultivation of polite literature, 
particularly poetry. 

During the sessjoo of College 1779--80, he read a 
course of lectures on the Philosophy of History, in 
St Mary's Chapel, Edinburgh ; an undertaking in 
which lie was patronized by Principal ilobcrtson, Dr 
Blair, and others eminent for their taste in literature, 
and tlieir encouragement of genius. He read tiie 
same course of lectures during the session 1780-Sl, 
with such universal approbation as to be encouraged 
to offer himself as a candidate for the professorslirp 
of civil history in the university of Edinbiirgh. in 
this, however, it is much to be regretted, he was 
disappointed ; as that chair, by a peculiarity for 
which it is dillicult to account, had bi:cn always fill- 
ed by one of the faculty of advocates. In 1781, he 
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published the substance of that part of his prelect'ioiil 
which related to ancient history, in one octavo vo- 
lume, entitled, " Elements of the PMlosophii of His-' 
" <wy." It would appear this performance received 
Some encouragement; for, in the following year, he 
published one of his lectures on the manners and go- 
vernment of Asia. In the same year he gave to th« 
public a volume of po^ms, which were so favourably 
received, that a second edition was soon called for. 
Kot only did he distinguish himself in the beaten 
tract of lyric and elegiac poetry, he also cultivated 
■ the favour of the tragic muse; and in 1783, produced 
the tragedy of Runnamede; which, however, was 
never acted (except once in Edinburgh) on account 
of certain references, which it was supjiosed to have 
to the politics of those times. But although it was 
never applauded in the theatre, yet it pleases in the 
closet, though unaccompanied with the-magic charm 
of voice and gesture. Such disappointments could 
not fail to make a deep impression on his mind ; and- 
they accordingly increased' that melancholy to which 
he was naturally subject: An effect which every 
friend to genius must lament, as it produced certain 
irregularities in conduct, rather incongruous with 
the sacredhess of the ministerfal character. His pa- 
rishioners became irritated, and who, it seems, could 
not distinguish between transient deviations from 
the path of rectitude, and determined wickedness, 
were highly enraged ; and persecuted, with relent- 
less fury, the man who had laboured with assi- 
duity for their good, and whose learning and talents 
Jiad been devoted for their improvement. Logan, who 
foresaw the storm that was gathering around him, 
perceived that it would be inexpedient for him to re^ 
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LIFE OF THE AUTHOR. XVII 

main any longer among a people who so ill requited 
his labour ; with a moderation which does him honouc, 
he agreed to withdraw from his office; and Mr Dickr 
eon was appointed hii assistant and successor. 

After this he went to London, and was engaged 
in writing for the " English Review." He also 
wrote a pamphlet which attracted considerable notice, 
intitled " A Review of the Principal Charges against 
Mr Hastings," His health now began to decline ; 
and his literary career, and multiplied sorrows, were 
terminated by his death, on the 9.5th of December 
1788. 

The death of Mr Logan was much lamented by 
his friends, to whom he was always warmly attached, 
and by whom he was sincerely beloved ; the fury of 
his enemies seemed to have subsided, and they were 
willing to pay to his memory that respect which he 
looked for in vain while he lived. He was noV, how- 
ever, secure from the attacks of malice, and the shafts 
pf envy ; and to him the praise or blame of mortals 
Jiad become of small moment. 

By his will, he bequeathed the sum of six hundred 
pounds Sterling in small legacies to his friends ; 
and appointed Dr Robertson and Dr Grant his exe- ■ 
""cutors, to whom he entrusted his manuscripts. In 
1790, a volume of his Sermons was published, under 
the inspection of his friends, Dr Robertson, Dr Blair, 
and Dr Hardy. In the following year, a second vo- 
lume was published, in which several of the discourses 
are not finished, either from the manuscript being 
incomplete, or not legible. The fourth edition of 
t)Oth volumes was published in 1800. Besides the 
works of Mr Logan, which we have mentioned in the 
course of our narrative, he left a variety of other papers 
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of which his executor, Dr Robertson, gives thefollow- 
ing account in a letter to Dr Anderson, dated DaU 
ineny, September 19. 1795- 

" Those in verse consist of Eledra, a tragedy ; the 
Wedding-daif, a tragedy, being a translation into blank 
verse of the Desejrteur of Merrier ; the Carthagiman 
Heroine, a tragedy, but of vrhi^h there is only the first 
act finished ; and about half-a-dozen of short lyric 
poems. Those in prose consiet of about eight num- 
bers of an intended periodical paper, called the Guar- 
dian : the subject of one of the numbers is a capital 
essay on the genius and writings of Addison. Be- 
sides these, 1 have also in my poGeessiqn Mr Logan's 
}^1S. Lectures on the Roman History. His Lectures 
on Roman History begin with Romulus, and come 
down to the fall of the empire, and the establishment 
of the feudal system. In the small volume of poems, 
publishftd under the title of " Poems by Alidiael 
Bruce," the following were composed by Logan; 
Damon, Menalcas, and MelUcBus ; Pastoral ^"gt to 
the tune of the " Yellow-hair'd Laddie ;" Eci^tgue in 
the manner of Ossian ; Ode to a Founi<un ; two Danish 
Odes ; Chorus of " Anacreontic to a wasp ;" the Tale 
of Levina, (278 lines) in the poem of Lochtcven ; 
Ode to Paoli; Ode to the Cuckoo *." It is to be re- 
gretted thatDr Robertson did not publish a complete 
edition of the works of Logan, including his MS. 
which, we arc told by Dr Anderson, he had meditated 
some time before his death. It now remains only to 
speak of Logan's character as a Poet, a Historian, 
and Divine, and to appreciate the claims which he 
has to the notice and resjiect of posterity. As a 
Poet, eimplicity, elegance, and taste, seem to be the 

• Dr Anderson's Poet*. Vol. XI. p. 1030. 
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charactejFistic features of his composition : chaste, ten- 
der! pathetic, he is of\en beautiful, seldom sublime, 
and possesses more of fancy than of hrc. Ills hymns 
are distinguished by a peculiar sweetness of versiBca- 
tion and tenderness of expression. In tragic poetry 
he evidently struggles with a subject much beyond 
the grasp of bis powers ; inbisattemptingtobegreat, 
we perceive the overstrained efforts of a secondary 
mind, and are pained by obterving the fruitless exer- 
tion. He excelled in the descriptive or the pathetic ; 
but when he endeavoured to embody) to give a local 
habitation and a name to the terrific grandeur of ideal 
scenes, however the chastity and elegance of his ver- 
sification please the ear, he seldom seizes the pas' 
sions, or interests the feelingn so forcibly, as to make 
us insensible to the blemishes of his plot, and the par- 
tial faults of its execution. In history, if we may 
judge fix)m the acknowledged specimens which he 
has left, he was more fitted to excel. The Elements of 
the Philosophy of History, thoug|i merely an outline 
of his Lectures, impresses us with an high idea of his 
powers; and if. as is generally' supposed, the " View 
of Ancient History," published in the name of Dr 
William Rutherford, was the composition of Logan— 
the substance of the Lectures he delivered : the happy 
application of moral and political science to the history 
of mankind— the philosophical accuracy of his inves- 
tigation — the luminous arrangement, the elegant dic- 
tion by which they are distinguished — must lead us 
to regret that a greater proportion of his attention was 
not directed to similar subjects, and confirm the opi- 
nion we have expressed of his ability. But as a Di- 
vine, he shone with pre-eminent lustre; warm and 
animated, he carries his readers along with him ; he 
kindles the zeal, and awakens the devotion of the 
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most languid and mi.t^ntvfii.'i In native eloquenoe 
he stands unrivalled amobg^Our pulpit Onttora ; 
perhaps the whole circle- bf ^finglish Theology af- 
fords no specimens of eloquence, equal to some pas- 
sages in the Sermons of Logan. Sermons which 
have this additional recommendation, they were 
merely the specimens of his ordinary pr^achiitgy and 
not laboriously finished for the press. 
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PSAL. XXVii. *. 

One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek ap- 
ter ; that I mat) dwell in the house of the Lord all th^ 
daijs Cff my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, an4 
to enquire in his temple. 

DAVID, the author of this psalm, is much cele- 
brated in the sacred Scriptures. As a man, hej 
was not without faults ; but as a king, he shines with, 
uncommon lustre. He distinguished himself in ear-* 
ly youth, as the champion of his native land ; in 
fighting the battles of Israel he became the hero of 
his age : and at last he ascended the throne, on which 
he sat with much splendour during many years. He 
was the founder of the Jewish monarchy. From be- 
ing separate tribes he made the Jews a nation* Thcii;' 
judge in peace, as well as their leader in war, he se- 
cured by his councils what he had gained by his arms, 
and gave to Judea a name and a renown among the 
kingdoms of the East. To the bravery of a warriofj 
and the wisdom of a statesman, lie added what in all 
ages has lieen no less admired, — the accomplishments 
of a poet, or bard. " The sweet Fsalmist of IsraeP' 
consecrated his harp to the praises of the Lord, and 
composed to its sacred strains, that have ministered 
to the improvement and to the devotion of succeed- 
ing times, till this day. 

Notwithstanding all his other engagements* he 
found time for the exercises of religion: notwith- 
standing all the pleasures and honours of a throne, lie 
you I. A 
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found his chief happiness in the house of the Lord. 
" One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I 
" seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the 
" Lord all the days of my life." Whenever his fa- 
vourite subject presents itself, he takes fire, and speaks 
of it, not only with zeal, but with transport. " How 
" amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts ! My 
'VbouI, longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of 
" the Lord ; my heart-and my flesh cry out for the 
" living God."- 

It becomes then a subject worthy of our attention, 
to inquire, What there ix in the public institutioas of 
religion, to have rendered them an object of »iO great 
importance to the king of Israel ? This will appear, 
if we consider their influence on men, with respect to 
their religious capacity; with respect to their moral 
character; with respect to their poUtical state ; and 
with resect to their domestic life. 

In the \^rsi place, let us consider the influence of 
religious institutions upon men, with respect to their 
re/igious capacity. 

There are many qualities which ^ye share in com- 
mon with the interior animals. In the acuteness of 
the external senses^ some of tliem excel our species. 
They have a reason of their own ; they make ap- 
proaches to human intelligence, and are led by an in- 
stinct'Ot nature to associate with one another. They 
have also their virtues, -and exhibit such examples of 
affection, of industry, and of courage, as gi-ve lessons 
to mankind. But in all their actions they discover 
no sense of Deity, and no traces of religion. It was 
reserved to be the glory of man, tliat he alone should 
be attmitted into the presence of his Creator, and be 
rendered ca^>able of knowing anti adoring the pcr- 
fectioiis of the Almighty. As Piety is the distin- 
guishing mark of the human race, a temlwicy to the 
exercise thereof is in some degree, natural to the mind. 
,When we Look up to heaven, and behold the son shin- 
ing in glory, or the moon and the stars walking iiv 
brightness, untaught nature prooipta us. to adote Itin^ 
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thU made tliem, to bow down and worship in the 
temple not made with hands. When we are sur- 
rounded by dangers on every side, and overwiielmed 
with deep affliction, by the law of our nature we tend 
to some superior Being for safety and relief: or when 
we are surprised witii a sudden flow of unexpected 
prosperity, spontaneously we lift up our eyes and 
hands toiieaven, to pour forth. the grateful effusions 
of the heart to oar unseen Benefector. 

Ab there are principles, then, in human nature, 
which incline men to religion, and principles also 
which incline them to society, it would not have 
been extraordinary, if the combined influence of the 
religious and associating principles had been so strong 
as to have prompted men to have assembled in pub- 
lic, for the purposes of devotion, although no law 
bad been given to that end. But it was not left to 
this. Among all the nations of the world, the pub- 
lic interested itself in the cause; the legislative au- 
thority interposed its sanction, and kings and law- 
givers encouraged the propensity of the people to re- 
ligion. It required no profound wisdom to foresee 
the manifold -advantages that the public worship of a 
IJeity would introduce among men. — Accordingly, 
temples were everywhere built, sacred ceremonies 
were instituted, an order of men was appointed Co of- 
ficiate in holy things, and certain days were set apart 
ft>rthe people to join in the celebration of divine wor- 
ship. Indeed, as to the objects, and the nnnnerof 
worship, little care was taken. The magistrate gave 
Jlis authority to the current belief, though ever so ab- 
surd and ridiculous, and e^ablished that form of re- 
ligion which the people were best disposed to receive. 
It was thought sufficient, if by public and solemn acts- 
of piety, a sense of Oeity, and feelings of religion, 
could be impressed, and frequently renewed in the 
Hiinds of men. But in some nations this practice, sa 
highly beneficial to mankind, was enjoined by an au- 
thority sujjerier to that of human governors. God 
himself, in the system of laws which he delivered to 
2 
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his ancient peopTe, hallowed the seventh day, and zp^* 
. pointed other festivals in which the people should as- 
$emble together in order to join in the services of the 
sanctuary. In what concerns the celebration of the 
Sfibbath, Christianity Confirms the Mosaic law. Our 
Saviour, whose practice ought to be a rule of life to 
Christians, attended upon the public worship in the 
Jewish synagogues; and the Aposfles followed his 
example, till by their labours in the ministry, they, 
had gathered together ip one place, a sufficient num- 
ber of cqnverts to form a church- Ihen they consti- 
tuted regular assemblies of L'Urislians, they ordained 
proper persons to preside in the pviblic worship, and, 
|Doth by their precept and example, recommended a 
constant attendance on these meetings of the faithful. , 

That there must be an established religion in eve- 
ry state, is a principle in which not only Christians, 
but infidels, hatfe been agreed. In order that thii 
public religion may Ije productive of any good effects, 
Jt is necessary that it make a deep impression upori 
the minds of the people. But if it were not for out; 
assembling together on the Lord's day, for public 
Worship, diat form of Christianity wliich'is establish^ 
ed in this country would perhaps take too feeble a 
hold of the mind, to produce its proper effects. ~ Th6 
Christian religion is very different frorri thooe systems 
of superstition whicji prevailed in the Pagan world. 
The Heathen religion had attractions for every feel- 
ing of the human frame. It cpntained every thing 
that could strike the senses, or please the imaginations 
of men. All tile apparatus of false religion, which at 
once amuses and engages the mjud, was exhibited : 
Ceremonies, pompous festivals, costly sacrifices, were 
continually passing before the eyes of the worshipper; 
In the majesty of the temple; and the splendour of thfi 
■worsliip, the Ueity seemed to be present. Ancient 
superstition introduced the finfe arts into her train ^ 
called the powers of genius to her aid, and employed' 
the painter and the poet to hold out lier chfinjis tO 
the world. . 
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Very difFerent was that religion of which Jesaa 
Christ was the author. When the Son of God des» 
cended, he appeared not like the idols of the nations. 
The Christian religion is pure, spiritual, divine. It 
is the religion of the mind and the heart; the wor- 
ship of God, who is a spirit, in spirit and in truth. 
There is nothing here but the simplicity of truth and 
the majesty of reason to persuade the world. Man, 
however, is not a pure intelligence, and reason is not 
the only attribute of his nature. Were it not, there- 
fore, for the mode of Gommunication by discourse ii> 
public assemblies^- Christianity in its simplest form, 
could never be a popular religion, It might employ 
the Icizure of philosophic men ; it might operate its 
effect upon the few who are given to inquiry ; but it 
never could engage the generality of mankind. They 
who have not considered the subject, cannot possibly 
conceive the astonishing difference that there is be- 
tween written and spoken language ; between the 
^ead letter that appears to the eye, and the living 
voice that comes to the heart. The same discourse 
that in a' popular assembly would raise the passions 
of the audience to the highest pitch ; send it abroad 
jn print, and it will often have no effect at all. Add' 
to these, that it is to the meetings pf the faithful, that 
the promise of" the divine piesence is. made. In the 
gates of Zion, God delights to dwell ; ancj when his 
disciples are gathered together, Jesus has promised 
to be in the midst of them. True piety indeed is not 
contined to the sanctuary.' High is th« pleasure, and 
great the benefit, of private devotion. Butsqre lam, 
that they who have entered into the spirit, and- tasted 
tlic pleasures of devotion in secret, will not be there- 
by prevented from approaching to God in the ordi- 
nances of public worship. Society heightens every 
feeling, and improves every delight. All that charms 
the eye, or the ear, or the imagination, or the heart, 
IS attended with double pleasure, when we share it 
in tiie company of others. In the presence of strik- 
ing and exemplary piety, the careless worshipper w^ 
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become devout, and the devout wilt bee«ne ftrrent, 
. A holy emulation will rise in the bosoms of the faith- 
ful : the ardour will spread from breast to breast, and 
the passions of one, inflame the passions of ^1. May 
1 not appeal to your own expari«nce, and ask. When 
you have been in the spirit on the Lord's day, wlwi) 
the word of life wasspofccn from the heart to the heart, 
Jiave you not felt that there was a divinity in virtue ? 
have you not found yourselves as if translated from 
earth .to hcayen, and experienced the emotion of mind 
which the Patriarch fplt, wjien he awoke from his 
dream, and cried out in rapture, '^ Surely the Lord 
*' is in this place ! This is none other than ftie h^uao 
*' of God, arid this is the gate of heaven )'' 

Second///, Let us view the effect ofreligiousinstitu- 
tions upon men, with regard to their moral character. 
Whatev«r brings men together, and connects Ibem 
insociety,has a tendency tocivilize and improve thera. 
Especially when they assemble together for such im- 
portant musses as the worship of a Deity, this v/\\\ 
be the effect. There is something in the very idea of 
drawing nigh to God, that inspires virtue. When 
men, accustomed to meet together as busy and as so- 
cial creatures, assemble at stated times as rational and 
immortal beings, a sense of propriety will prompt 
them to act up to that high character.' When the 
sons of God come to present themselves before th^ 
Lord, whatever is displeasing to God,^nd hostile to 
men, will vanish from their mind, The connection 
between such exercises of pjety, and the practice of 
virtue, is nearer and more intimate than sujjorficiat 
reasoners are apt to imagine. There are indeed pre- 
tences to religion, without any virtue, as there are 
pretences to virtue without any rfcHgion ; but who- 
ever m reality possesses the fear of God, will be there- 
by determined to keep his commandments, it must 
be obvious, attire view, that the sense of a supreme 
Being, the inspector of human affairs, t-he patron of 
virtue, the avenger of sin, and the rewarder of righ- 
teousness, has a j>owcrful tendency to strengthen mo- 
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rat obligation^ to annex a new sanction to the laws, 
and to inspire purity into the manners of a people. 

By the operation of such a principle, open violence 
will be restrained) and secret enmity will be checked. 
Society will assume a happier form, the insolence of 
the oppressor will be humbled, and the wild passions 
of the licentious be subdued. What the Scripturd 
calls, " the power of the world to come," is felt 
strongly through every corner of this world. Hca-* 
ven improves the earth ; and the life which is to come, 
i^ a source of happiness to the life which now is< 
There are, indeed, 1 acknowledge, to the hononr of 
the human kind, there are persons in the world who 
feet ttiat the possession of good dispositions is their 
best reward ; who would follow goodness for its own 
sake, and do their duty, because it is their duty, al- 
tlMogh there were neither rewards nor punishments 
to come. But I know as well, that the wOrld is not 
composed of such persons. Men in general are go- 
verned by ttieic passions, their interest, the prevailing 
bias of their minds ; and whenever their passions, 
their interest, or the bias of their mind, stand in one 
scale, and their duty in the other, it is very evident 
where the balance will incline. To such persons you 
might declaim for ever to no purpose, on the beauty 
of virtue, and the harmony of a well-governed mind : 
they hear y^u not ; they are deaf to the voice of the 
moral charmer ; nothing less than " Thus saith the 
*' Lord," will inftuence their conduct. The unjust 
judge in the parable represents and characterizes the 
great body of mankind ; if they fear not God, neither 
will they regard men. 

Thus, if the public institutions of religion were 
lajd aside^ private viitue would not long remain be- 
hind. Men in general have no principle of moral 
conduct but religion, and if that were taken away, 
they would work all impurity with greediness, when- 
ever they could withdraw from the public eye. Human 
laws would often be of little avail, without a sense of 
fiivinc legislation; and the saiiaions^fmen have lit- 
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of God. There would then be no security for the 
public peace ; the mutual confidence between man 
and man would be destroyed ; the bond which keeps 
society together would be broken ; oaths would be- 
come niere words of course, and an appeal to the 
Great God of Heaven no more regarded than if ho 
were an image of stone. Human life would be thrown 
into confusion^ the safety of mankind would be en- 
dangered, and the mural world totter to its ruin, if 
such a pillar were to falL And what is it that main- 
tains and spreads religious principles in the world ? 
What is it that keeps alive on the minds of the peo- 

fie the fear of God and thebelief of his providence ? 
t is the public institutions of religion ; it is the ob- 
servance of the Lord's day ; it is our assembling to- 
gether in this place, for the celebration of divine wor- 
ship. The people, in general, have no religious prin- 
ciples, and no rule of life, but what they learn here i 
and if these churches were once shut up, the hand of 
the civil magistrate would soon force them open, in 
order to reclaim the criminals that would thus be let 
loose upon the world. 

In the /A//-rf place, let us view the effect of religious in- 
stitutions upon men, with regard to th&\r political state. 
The political systems that take place in the world, 
the facility with which the many are governed by 
the few, is one of the most wonderful things in the 
history of man. That mankind in all ages, and in all 
countries, should allow a few of their number to di- 
vide this globe among them ; "to appropriate to them- 
selves the possessions, distinctions, and honours, and 
leave nothing to the ma)ority but burdens to bear, if 
we had not beheld it from the first, would have ap- 
peared one of the most astonishing of all events. 
Would it be at all surpi-ising to hear a-man struck 
with a sense of this state ot things, complain thu^— ■ 
" Is nature unequal in the care of her children ? A 
" mother to some, and stepmother to others ? Has she 
" appointed me to labour in the sweet of my brow* 
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** and another to riot in the fruit of iriy labours ? No. 
'* The fault is not in nature. She has no favourites. 
*' She gives to alt her sons an equal right to inherit 
•' the earth. The feult is in them who tanteiy bend 
** their necks to the yoke ; who kneel and kiss the 
*' rod which the haughty lord waves over their headsi 
*' it never surely was the will of heaven, that the 
*' worthy should be scorned by the vile, and the 
•' brave be trampled upon by the coward. Cannot I 
*'then find a band of men as valiant and as de* 
'* termined as myself, to rectify these caprices of for- 
*■' tune, to vindicate the rights of nature, and restore 
" mankind to their original inheritance ? By doing 
" violence at first, this usurpation on nature was 
*' made; and by a similar violence, nature requires 
*' that her reign be restored." What is it that pre- 
vents such a spirit as I have been now describings 
from frequently breaking out ? What prevents blood- 
shed and devastation, and all the evils of war ? What 
prevents the world from being turned upside down ? 
-—Nothing so much as the influence of religious prin- 
ciples upon the minds of men. Christianity gives 
honour to civil government, as being the ordinance 
of God ; and enjoins subjection to the laws, under its 
own awful sanctions. 

And not only by particuUr precepts, but by it» 
secret and less visible influence, it prepares the minds 
of men for submission to lawful authority. When 
we meet together in this place, under tlie sanction of 
law, and under the protection of the civil magistrate, 
we are put in mind of our relation to the state, and 
of our duty to the higher powers. Fear God, and 
honour the king, have more than a local connection in 
Scripture.* Obedience to spiritual authority paves 
the way for subjection to the civil power. Hence 
wise Legislators have, even on. this account, favoured 
the progress of religion : hence those who have at 
tempted innovations in government^ applied, iu the 
tirst place, to the ministers of religion, and endeji- 

• See 1 Pet. ii. n. 
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voureJ to gain the pulpit on their side. Julian, known 
by the name of the Apostate, tlie most formidable e- 
nemy the Christians ever had, was so sensible of the 
influence, and of the effects of preaching to the peo- 
ple, that he appointed a similar institution among the 
heathens. 

" My son, fear thou the Lord and the king," (said 
the wisest of mankind), " and meddle not with them 
" that are given to change," In confirmation, we 
may observe, that men, characterized as given to 
change, have either, from infidelity, not attended up- 
on ordinances, or, from enthusiasm, been above them ! 
For, who have been innovators and disturbers ? who 
have been the authors of seditions and rebellions ? 
who have been tiie enemies of order and civil govern- 
ment, in many an age ? — a mixture of atheists and 
fanatics ; two classes of men, who, though seemingly 
opposite, have been found in close bonds of union. 

In the fourth and last place, we have to consider 
the influence of religious institutions upon men with 
respect to domestic Itjfe. 

It is chiefly on account of their domestic situation, 
that we can pronounce men happy or miserable; Here 
the pleasures are enjoyed which sweeten life ; here 
the pains are felt which embitter our days. No un- 
easiness abroad will sit heavy on a man, when the 
pleasing reflection rises in his mind, that he has hap- 
piness at home : No enjoyment from without w^ll 
give real and lasting satisfaction, when he knows that 
he lias a curse in his own house. 

it is no small advantage attending the institutions 
of divine worship, that they minister to the happi- 
Tiess of domestic life. A new bond will be Mided to 
the conjugal union, when those ^whom it connects 
walk to the House of God in company, take sweet 
counsel with one another, and set out jointly in the 
way that leads to life. Watered by the dews of Hea- 
ven, which fall here, the olive-plants will flourish 
round your table. What sacred sensations will fill 
the bosom of a parent, when, viewing his family sit- 
ting at the feet of Jesus, he says, in the fatlness of a 
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grateful heart, " Lord, behold me, and the children 
" whom thou hast given me I" 

There Is a beauty also, when the rich and the poor, 
when the high and the low, who seldom meet toge- 
ther on other occasions, assemble here in one place, one 
great family, in the presence of their common Lord, 
when they are stripped of every adventitious circum- 
stance, and where virtue makes the only distinction 
among them- It is the image of those golden times 
when society began ; it is the image of the state which 
is to come, when God shall be all in all. 

Such are the eikcta of religious institutiorvs upon 
men, with respect to their religious capacity, their 
moral character, their political state, and their domes- 
ticlife. 

Whoever, therefore, habitually absents himself 
from attending on public ordinances, has to answer 
for it to his God,-^to his neighbours, — to his coun- 
try, — and to his family. He partakes with othermen 
in their sins ; he associates with the enemies of man- 
i^ind ; and does what in him lies, to undermine the 
basis on which the order and happiness of civil socie- 
ty is built. He teaches the false swearer to taketlie 
name of God in vain ; he directs the midnight rob- 
ber to his neighbour's house ; and he delivers into the 
Jjand of the assassin, a dagger to shed innocent blood. 
But, blessed be God ! that, corrupted as the world 
is, there are not wanting instances of exemplary pie- 
ty, in every station of life; not only in the middle, 
etie lower, and the higher, but in the highest of all. 
While piety shines, as it now does, from the Throne ; 
whfile it has the beam of Majesty to adorn it ; let 
none of the subjects fail in copying thepattern : and, 
while we meet together in this place, let us remem- 
ber, that many who have worshipped, in times past, 
within these walls, arc now in the Higher House, in 
the Church of the First-born, in the Assembly of An- 
geh, and in that Temple where the beatific presence 
of the Lord displays nis glory, in a manner which 
hath not entered into the heart of man to conceive. 
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Rom. xH. U. 

——Fervent in spirit i serving the I/frd. 

THli manners of mankind are perpetually varying, 
i'wo nations differ not more froni one another, 
than the same nation tlifjiers from itself, at different 
periods of society. This change of pustoms and mani 
ners has given riae fp two Opinions, both of them ge- 
nerally received, and botfi' of' them fpunded'on'iiiis- 
take. These are, tlpit we are always jmprovingupoii 
our ancestors jn artafldin scjenc^, and always dege- 
nerating from them in religion and morals. " W(ien we 
talk of any work of ingenuity or of industry; compo- 
sed or performed by our fpref^thers, frofti the highest 
liberal science; to the lowest mechanic art, if we allow 
it any praise at all, our panegyric runs in this atylei 
*' it IS very well, for the .time-in which it was done." 
On the other hand, we always allow our ancestors the 
preference in virtue. ■ P^or these live thoiisanc] years 
past, the philosophers and moralists of every nation" 
have extolled the times of antiquity, and decried tlie 
age in which they' jived,' as the worst that ever was 
, known. " i'hese wicked times,"—" This degene- 
" rate age," are phrases' that have ruhg in the public 
ear almost since the general deluge. ■ The ages of an- 
tiquity are ajways ages of gold ; the present always 
anage ol'iron. ■-■ . ,■ ■ 

/I'he origin of these opinions I take to be this:. As 
customs and manners are perpetually fluctuating, the 
reigning mode is always reckoned the best, because 
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they have no other standard but fashion. But fashion 
is not the standard of morals. The hand of the Al- 
mighty hath written the moral law, the standard of 
virtue, upon the living tablets of every human heart. 
Here then the standard is fixed and eternal. Accord* 
ingly, as quite a different set of virtues and vices pre- 
vail in one age, from what prevail in another ; as we 
are naturally disposed to bury tbe faults of our fore- 
fathers in oblivion ; as we insensibly contract a vene- 
ration for whatever is great in antiquity ; hence a- 
rjses the opinion, that the virtues of a former age are 
greater than those of a following one. We think wc 
<Jegenerate from our fathers, because we differ from 
them. But were I to pronounce of the times in which 
Tye live, I would say, that the present age is not in- 
ferior in virt(ie to the past. We have improved upon 
our ancestors in humanity, charity, and beneyulcnce ; 
\ye have exchanged the rage and rancour of animals 
Qf prey, for t|ie tnaclf. and gentle spirit of the dove. 
The gait pf asps is transformed into the milk of hu- 
ipan Kindness. Great and enormous crimes are less 
frequent jhan they have been ; we are better mem- 
bers of society, better neighbours, better friends than 
6ur ancestors were. People of different opinions and 
sects in religion, who some hnndfed years ago would 
have been putting one another to death, now live to- 
gether in an)ity antl peace. 

' Would to iiqd 1 could carry pn my panegyric, and 
add, that we are n)oi:e religious and devout than our 
ancestors were ; that our yeal for the honour of God, 
and tile interests of religion, shines wjth a brighter 
Ju'itre, and burns with a purer flame. But alas ! my 
brethren, I milst here change my strain. Your own 
" eyes, your own hearts, v/ill tell you the dismal truth.- 
Is it not a deplorable fact, that instead of being thr- 
vent in spicit to serve the t-ord, an indifference about 
religion almost univei-saljy prevails I The very face 
of seriousness is banished from society, and were it 
hot for this day, on which we assemote together to 
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worship the God of our fiithers, the very fiJrffl df god- 
liness would be exterminated from the earth. 

To induce you to the practice of devotion, it is pro- 
posed, in the ^rst place, to illustrate the importance 
and the advantage of aerVing the Lord ; and in the 
second p\zct, to explain and to inforce, with a few ar- 
guments, the duty of serving the Lord with fervency 
of spirit. 

In the^r*/ place, let ug consider the importance 
and the advantage of serving the Lord. 

Weare urged to the practice of some virtues, by Our 
strong sense of their inviolable obligation; we are al- 
lured to the love of others, by the high approbation 
of their native beauty, which arises in every well-dis- 
posed mind ; we are engaged to the performance of 
others, by our experience of their utility and influence 
upon the public good. Piety is equally enforced in 
alt these respects. Its obligatiot^ is indispensable ; its 
beauty is supreme, and its utility is universal. It is 
not so much a single virtue, as a cwistellation of vir- 
tues. Here reverence, gratitude, faith, hope, love, con- 
centre their rays, and shine with united glory. What- 
soever things are lovely, whatsoever things are pure, 
are honest, or of good report ; if there he any merit, 
any praise in human action, piety comprehends the 
whole. There is not a disposition of the mind which 
is more noble in itself, or is attended with greater 
pleasure than piety. It is accompanied with such in- 
ward aatisfiiction, that the duty is sufficiently reward- 
ed by the performance ; and it hath such true gran- 
deur in it, that when duly performed, it exalts us tOi 
a state but little lower than the angels. The most il- 
literate man, under the impresfrions of true devotion, 
and in the immediate acts of divine worship, contracts' 
a greatness of min(^ that raises him above his equals.- 
Thereby, says an admired ancient, we build a nobler* 
temple to the Deity than creation can preseirt. 

Piety is adapted to the notions of happiness and 
dlief good which all men entertain, although -these* 
notions were as various in themselves as the theories 
of philosophers have been about their object. If we 
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are actuated by the mild and gentle affections, lovers 
of nature, willing to retire from the bustle of the world, 
and to steal through the vale of life with as little noise, 
and as much peace as possible, religion sanctifies 
our choice, and doubles all the joys of life with the 
peace of heaven. Arc we lovers of society, delight- 
ing to enlarge the sphere of our acquaintance in the 
world, and to cultivate universal friendship with all 
ranks and degrees of men ? Here too, religion befriends 
us, as it unites all men under one common interest, 
that of being probationers for eternity. Are we am- 
bitious of feme and honour among men ? This is in- 
deed the universal passion. Nothing more distinguish* 
es the nature of man, than this restless desire of rising 
above his fellows, of becoming famous, and acquiring 
a name. But it does not lie in the way of every one 
to rise in the world, by being advanced to honour and 
distinction, and commanding the applause of attend- 
ing multitudes : Fame unbars the gates of her temple 
but to a chosen few ; the candidate will infallibly 
meet with many a disappointment, and many a down' 
fal, in climbing.the steep ascent ; but the paths of re- 
ligion, that lead to glory, honour, and immortality, 
are ever open and safe ; by piety we already enjoy a 
reputation among the just, and the approbation of our 
own hearts, and have the certain expectation of that 
immortal honour which cometh from God only, wiio 
writes our name in the book of life. Hither let the - 
man of the world turn, thathe may find durable riches, 
more to be desired than gold and ail earthly posses- 
sions. Here the man of pleasure may find a perpe- 
tual fund of enjoyment, m drinking of that stream 
which proceeds from the river of life ; a stream whose 
fountain never fails, which has no sediment at bottom, 
and which runs for ever unmingled with the waters of 
bitterness. 

Piety is the foundation of virtue and morality. True 
devotion strengthens our obligations to a holy life, 
and superadds a new motive to every social and civil 
duty. Upon an impartial- obseryatl on of mankind, it 
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will be foundv that those men who are the Aiost con- 
scientious in the public and private exercises of divine 
worship, will be most diligent in performing the duties 
they owe to their neighbour, and in observing the 
rules of morality. Our holy religion lays us under 
strong obligations to duty ; the spirit of Christianity 
dwelling in the heart, must of necessity inspire it with 
an ardent desire to perform whatever things are vir- 
tuous and praise-worthy; and the example of Jesus 
Christ, which the true Christian sets continually be- 
fore his eyes, will engage him by all the laws of love, 
to walk as he also walked, wlio, according even to the 
testimony of his enemies, *' did all things well." On 
the other hand, impiety and imuiorality naturally go 
together, as cause and effect. Who is it that is alto- 
gether corrupt, and a worker of iniquity ? It is the 
tool, who hath said in his heart. There is no God. 
When we read of the unjust judge in the Gospel, who 
feared not God, we naturally infer that he regarded 
not man. Under this particular, we may likewise 
take notice, that serving the Lord with sincere piety, 
is' the most successful method of becoming publicly 
useful in the world. Man^ ^Itcn as he certainly is* 
is still a benevolent being. Formed tor society, he 
delights in the exercise of his social qualities, be as> 

{jires to be eminently useful in the station in which 
le is plact^d, and is in his proper element, when he is 
dispensing happiness around him. The sympathetic 
emotions that nsc in tlie bosom at the sight ot an ob- 
ject in distress, the smile tliat wakens on the cheek, 
the tear that starts spontaneous from tlie eye, at the 
representation of scenes of human joy or sorrow, are 
indisputable indications of the benevolence of ourna- 
ture. But the low station of many, checks the be- 
nevolence of their hearts, and circumscribes it to a 
narrow sphere, lew have it in their power to become 
useful to their country, by contriving or effectuating 
public-spirited designs ; liew have it in their power t» 
save their country from the miseries of war, by being 
its shield in the day of battle ; tew can act as the 
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instruments of Providence, in bringing about nation- 
al happiness. But all of us can be pious, anti by serv- 
ving the Lord with fervency of spirit, can bccomo 
universally useful to our country and to the world. 
By piety, like the Prophets of old, we can shield our 
country from the wrath of Heaven ; we can interest 
Omnipotence on its side, and even derive blessings to 
ages unborn. A good man is the guardian angel of 
his country. 

I shall only add on this head, that by, sei-ving the Lord 
here, we have an earnest and anticipation of the bapp^- 
ness of the heavenly state. It isa pleasant reflection, and 
well worthy of our raostseriousthought, that wearenowf' 
entering upon a courseof life that will beouremplpy- 
ment tbtough eternity. As man is a progressive be- 
ing, gradually tending to perfection, it is a law of his 
nature, that he should endeavour to act beforehand, 
the part to which he is destined in a liigher state of 
being. The child, from his earliest years, anticipates 
in sport the employment of maturer age, loves to imi- 
tate theactions of men, and is pleased with,tlie namiet 
We are all of us children, with resj'HiCt to our fiituru 
existence; and si^uld it. not be as patur^l for hjn^ 
who is born frgm above, to act over the exercises -imd 
enjoyments of tiiat state of being to which he is ad- 
vancing ? Piety is the beginning, of heaven in the 
mind: Here the sun 5iintjy beatn^, as in, the dubi- 
ous twilight ; there he shines fortli in full meridiari 
glory. What an inestimable privilege then is this, which 
God hath put into our power ? A life sacred to pie- 
ty, and to the observance of true and undefiled reli- 
gion, introduces us beforehand into the world to 
come, and gives us an acquaintance with the slate anil 
society of the angels and blessed spirits who dwell in 
light. 

1 come now to the second thing proposed, which 
■was, to explain that fervour of spirit so requisite in 
the exercises of devotion, and cntbrce it with a few 
arguments. 

VOL; I. C 
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BjStti6\it ()f Bpirlti in general, isrticintanunGom. 
ffioh application of mind in the performance of any 
■fhing, a Warmth bordering upon tftmsport, that moves 
every s()ring Of the heart, and carries all before it, ta 
^iin its end. 86 that by a ferrency of spirit in serVr 
ihg the Lord, ttittst be understood, an anient and ac- 
tive desire of Idving the Lord, of worshipping him ih 
lincerit'y^ and obeying his commands with all our 
heart, with all our soul, with all our mind, and with 
ill our strength. It cortsists not in a few transient 
fits and starts of natural devotion, when We are in 
jeopEit'dy, without help of man t neither is it a wild 
"blaze of t«ligious passion, that flashes and Vanishes ( 
aftach less shall it be profaAed by confounding it with 
those furies, Emhtisiam and Superstition^ who would 
Ifertch a eoufttry With innocent blood, under pre- 
tence of sefvihg the Lord. " Cursed be their anger, 
" for it is fierce, and their Wrath^ tor it is cruel. 0, 
*' ttiy SDuli entef not thou into their secret." 

True fervour of spijrit proteedeth from above. Ii; 
is a beam from the Father of lights, pure and benignj 
Which at ortce enlightens and warms the mind; It is 
h tay from the Sun of Righteousness, bright even at; 
tl^e^ beginning, end which shineth more and more* 
uhlo the jpeiifeBt day. It is a temper wrought into 
Ihft heart by the Holy Spirit, compounded of love to, 
Ood, and of zeat for his honour, attended with chart 
ity tb man. 

, "This fervour of mind, in its f^H extent, U one of 
the brightest ornaments of the Christiahi It enters 
into the heart, and engages the whole man on tha 
fcide of devotion ; it gives a double measure of force 
knd alaerity to that religion which before was sin* 
^ere. I*i a word, it is to the spiritual life, what health 
is to the natural ; it makes that spirited and cheerful 
Which otherwise would only breathe and move. Con- 
scious that religion is his grand Concern, the fervent 
Christian Will set about the duties of it with suitabls 
ardour and intenseness of mind. The passions an4 
affections which God hath given man, as the sprinigs 
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of action, v'ill In him be e^«rted to their noblest pur- 
pose, to inspire him with alacrity ^nd cheerfulness in 
the ways of the J^ord. He will oe in pain till he ti$f 
ssrforined his duties of devption, and Ubours of Iqvc, 
holding nothing too dear, which will procure to hiiQ 
that robe of holiness, which 19 beautiful iji tfae eye^ 
of Heaven. He feels in his heart all the devout af^ 
factions and desires sa passionately described by the 
holy Psalmist, which we Know not whether to arimir^ 
most as beautiful strains of poetry, or raptures of de-r 
votion. " As the hart p^nteth after the water-brooks, 
'* so pantsth my soul after thee, O God, My soul 
" thirsteth for UoH, yea, the living God : when shall 
*' I come and appear before God ? How amiable are thy 
" tabemacteSj.O (lerd of hosts ! My sopl longeth, ye^^ 
" ^inteth, for the courts of (he Lord, ^or a day ii) 
" tby courts is better than a thousand. The desirf 
" of my: soul is to thee, O God, and to the reraemr 
" brance of thy name* With my squI hav^ 1 desire4 
'* thee in the night, yefi, with my spirit within m§ 
" will I seek th^ early. My soul waiteth for thee^ 
" O Lord, more th^n they that watch for th« morn* 
'' ing ; yea, more than they that watch for the mont- 
" ing." 

To engage m more elfeptpaHy to the performance 
»f this part of our duly, let us consider the genera^ 
obligations we lie under, as rational creatures, to servf 
the Lord with fervency of spipit, and tji^n the pajtir 
cular obligations that arise from Christianity. 

And, in theirs/ place, as the Almighty is the Cre- 
ator of the world, and the Father of the human race, 
he is likewise their Freserve^, and the Author of or* 
der and harmony in the universe. 

In his Providence, he tal^§s us, the children of men^ 
into his particular tuition, in giving us, fronj his im- 
mediate hand, all things requisite for oursubsistence. 
well-being, and delight, in this world, our well or, 
dered habitation ; in making nature spontaneously 
ualock to us her hidden stores ; in causing the vvide 
preation, one w»y or other, a^mipister tip our ple^r 
2 
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sures, as if heaven land earth contended which should 
be most liberal of their tavours to happy man ; and, 
n fine, admitting u?, above all the other inhabitants 
of our earth, into the plan of his creation, and making 
as Spectators of that beauty, original and supreme, 
the imnge of himself, which he hath poured forth o- 
vef all his works. 

■ But when we consider his particular Providence, 
with respect to every one of ns, our obligations will 
be in6nitc!y heightened. Here we discern the finger 
of God. Fjfis goodness lent a favourable ear to all our 
feeble cries and complaints^ when we were upon the 
breast ; he guarded us from a thousand dangers and 
tiiseases which hung over our heads, and cut off more 
than one half of our equals in age ; he hath led us, as 
it were,' by the hand throngh the various stages of 
life, affording us many deliverances, and many tokens 
of his loving-kindness, which only ourselves and Hea- 
ven were privy to ; and when all things in the world 
seemed to combine against us, he was a friend tfiat 
uci^cr failed. Seeing then he upholds our existence, 
Jiiid'h the parent of so many mercies, has he not, as 
birrSupreme Benefactor, atitlft to the seiTice of our 
whole lives, and to all the fervour of our spirits ? "' 
". This will appear still more, in the n*j:r place, when 
M'c consider the superior obligations ^hich we are 
faid Undef by Christianity. While many nations are 
sTtting^in' darkness, and the shadow of death, on us 
hath the Sirii of RighteoBsness arisen, in full glory. 
We afelet iirto the mystery kept hid from ages. We 
have seen the Deity, in human form, descending up- ' 
on earth, to teach the benighted nations tlie know- 
ledge^of salvation ; to 'set a pattern of goodness and 
pei^cHon for the world to imitate ; and, by expiat- 
ing the guilt of sin upon the cross, to Bnish our re* 
dcmprion. Weliavenow. a new and livingway open- 
ed into the Heaven of' Heavens, by the blood of Jfe* 
sus. Life and immortality are brought to light, and 
promised to all who sincerely believe and obey the 
gospel. So that we may now rejoice with the Poet 
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of Israel, — '* As the heaven is high above the earth, 
'* so great is the mercy of the Lord towards us ; for 
*' as far as the east is from the west, so far hath he 
" removed from us all our iniquities: He redeemeth 
" our lives from destruction, and crowneth us with 
" loving kindness and tender mercies." 

When we are obliged to any of our fellow-creatures 
for an important fevour, what pleasure is it to a gene- 
rous heart, to be able to make the least return ! If our 
benefactor be above us in his station in life, if he be- 
stowed the favour without any solicitation on our 
part, and promises still to continue our friend, shall 
we not taKe every occasion of shewing that we are 
not ungrateful, and search for opportunity of serving 
him, as for hid treasure ? What thanks, what praises, 
what services, shall we not then render to our Su- 
preme Benefactor, who had translated us from the 
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of his Son; 
who delivered up his Son unto the death for us, and 
with him freely gives us all things ! 

We have abundance of ardour and zeal in our tem- 
poral concerns. \V^e rise early, and sit up late : we 
deny ourselves the pleasures and comforts of society : 
we forego our native country, and all the dear con*- 
nections of early life : we traverse the whole terra- 
queous globe, expose ourselves to the mercy of winds 
and waves, and bear alternately the extremities of 
heat and cold : we breathe in the regions of infection 
and of death, -^to amass a few pieces of shining dust, 
whose acquisition costs us such sore trouble, and 
whose possession gives us so little happiness. ■ Al- 
mighty God ! shall we be thus fervent and zealous 
in every temporal, in every trivial concern, and re- 
main cold and dead unto thee ! — Ifthus we continue, 
my brethren, the very heathens, issuing forth from 
their regions of darkness, will set up a tribunal and 
callus before them : " The men of Nineveh shall rise 
" upin judgment with U3,and shall condemn us; her 
" cause they repented at the preaching of Jonas, and 
" behold agreater than Jonas is here ! The Queen of 
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'* the Sonth shall rise up in judgment with us, and 
** shall condemn us ; for the came front the uttermost 
*♦ parts of the earth, to hear the wisdom of Solomon, 
•• and behold a greater than Solomon is here !" — ■■ 
" Verily, it shall be more tolerable for the land of So- 
" dom and Gomorrha, in the day of judgment, than 
*' for our city." 

Do ye consider, my brethren, the dignity and im- 
pwtance of that rcUgion, to which your attachment 
IS required? Do ye reflect, that thw is the master- 
piece of inBnite wisdom; that here the Almighty 
made bare his holy arm, and put forth all his strength ? 
The introduction of this religion was the object of all 
the dispensations of the Deity upon earth. This is 
the centre in which terminates every lijie in ths great 
circle of Providence. If one nation was victorious^ 
and another put under the yoke ; if war was commisi- 
Bionfid to ravage and lay desolate the earth, or peace 
to make the joyful inhabitants sing beneatii the vine ; 
if kings were crowned, or were detiiroocd ; if empires 
rose or fell, all was preparatory and subservient to 
this grand event. The monarchies which prevailad 
in the world; whether Assyrian, Peraan, Grecian, Of 
Reman, were erected as introductory to the Messiah, 
whose kingdom was to be without bounds, ami whose 
reign was to be without end. That great image 
which tlie Monarch of tlie eas£ beheld in his dream, 
whose head was ofgold, whose breast was of silver, 
whdse thighs were of brass, and whose feet were of 
iron, was set up by Providence, to prepare the way 
for the Stone which was cut out without hands, which 
was destined to smite the image, become a great 
mountain, and fill the wholeearth. All events, whe* 
ther prosperous or adverse, whether malignant or be- 
«ign, have co-operated towards the advancement of 
our religion. Saints have established it by their lives : 
martyrs haveconfirmed it by their death : hypocrites 
have added strength toit by their dissimula^on: ty- 
rants have pxiriBed it by their persecutions : iufidets 
have corroborated it by their oi-^osltion : the ar- 
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rows of its enemies have served for its protection : the 
resistance which it has met with, from the combined 
wit, and genius, and malice of mankind, have brought 
forth those illustrious and immortal defences which 
establish its truth upon the basis of demonstration. 

Shall we not) ihen, reckon ourselves eternally in- 
debted to the Infinite goodness of God, and stir up 
all that is within us to bless his holy name ? — saying, 
in the language of true fer\'our' of spirit, " We will 
*' praise thee, O God ! we will praise thee with our 
" whole heart ! our lives shall be thy sacrifice ! we 
" will adore thee in death, and throngh eternity '," 

God, from his throne in heaven, doth not behold an 
•object more noble, and more worthy of his view, than 
a pious man ; a fnan Vcho, conscious of the dignity 
and immortality of iiis nature, employs himself with 
ftrvour and zeal, In those devout exercises which as- 
similate him to the Divinity ; who, measuring time by 
his improvements in devotion and virtue, never loses 
a day. He is the favourite of Heaven. The arm of 
the Almighty is stretched out in his behalf. The 
Lord loves him, and keeps him as thft apple of his eye; 
he gives his angels charge concerning him, to pre- 
serve him in all his ways, lest at any time he should 
dash his foot against a stone. He delights to speak 
his praise in the assemblies of his saints and angels 
above: he writes his name in the book of his remem- 
brance, and gives him the honourable title of the friend 
of God. He makes all things work together for his 

food in this world, and in the dark, vale ot death, opens 
is eyes to discern the dawning of heavenly day. In 
fine, he holds his very ashes sacred ; and, raising him 
up at the last day, carries him to his tjitone in heaven 
above, with the glorious company of the redeemed, 
to be made partaker of his own happiness. 

These are thy palms, O piety 1 thine is the king- 
doni prepared above ; thine the power with God and 
with mati ; and thine the ci-own of glory thatfadeth 
bot awav I 
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ECCLES. xii. I. 

Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth. 

THEN Solomon, in early youth, had ascendecj 
the throne of Israel, the God of his fathers ap- 
peared tp him in" a idrpam. The Almighty was gra- 
ciously pleased to condescend thus to visit his creature. 
He put in his offer all the pleasures of the world, and 
desired him to ask, and he should receive ; to wish, 
3nd he should enjoy. The young Ring possessed 4 
wisflom beyond his ye^rs, and a greatness aljove his 
crown. ]tle did not asif to have his palace filled with 
the beauties of the east, to haye his treasury stored 
with the gold of Qphir, orto wear the laurel of victory 
over the nations, fje asijed a greatpr boon tlian all 
these. " Give thy servant, O Lord," replied the wise 
prince, " Give thy servant wisdom and understand- 
'* ing." What he then made the object of his owi^ 
choice, he recommends to you un^er another name, in 
the words of the text : " Uemejmber now tjjy Creato?' 
•' in the days of thy youth-" 

This is the last chapter of the works of Solomon ; 
and these words may be regarded as his dying advice • 
lo the young. The philosophers ot antiquity, who 
held out the lamp of wisdom to the heathen world, 
gave the same advice to their followers. But betweei> 
them and Solomon, there is this remarkable difference ; 
they, from the obbcure retirement of the schools, de- 
claimed against pleasures which they had never tasted. 
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and affected to despise honours to wbicli tliey never 
had it in their power to ascend. But Solomon, a great 
and powerful prince, in the pleasurable time ot lite, 
had in his own person tried the experiment. He made 
the touToftlie sensual world. He went in quest of 
happiness through all the scenes of life. He extend- 
ed his search over the broad and flowery way, as well 
as in the narrow path, as it sliould seem by a parti- 
cular permission of Providence, to save the pains of fu- 
ture inquirers. Solomon acted the libertine upon a 
principle of inquiry. The result of his researclies was, 
that all unlawful pursuits began with vanity, and end- 
ed in vexation of spirit, and that the true happiness 
of man conststetHn that understanding which tcach- 
■eth ns to' depart from evil, and in that wisdom which 
iflstracteth us to fear the Lord. 

it is common in Scripture^ to express all the acts 
of devotion and virtue by some part, or principle of re- 
ligion 4 sometimes by wisdom and understanding ; at 
other times, by faith, leve, the fear of God, walking 
with God, and many other i»hrases ■ all of which ex- 
press the same meaning, and denote the whole econo- 
my of a religious life. So that remembering our Cre- 
ator in ihedays of our youth, implies an early, and an 
entire dedication of ourselves to the sei'vice of God. 

In farther dtscmirsingupon these words, I shall en- 
force the exhortation in the text, and endeavour to 
persuade yon to remember yonrCreatorin the days of 
your youth, from the peculiar suitableness of rclitrjoii 
to the early period of life. And, in the /?/•*■# place, lot 
rae exhort yon now in the days of youth, to remem- 
ber your Creator, from your being as yet uncorrupted 
by the work!-. 

Although both Scripture and experience testify that 
man is fallen, and that our nature is'corruptcd, yet ii 
IS equally cettain, that our earliest passions are on ihc 
side of virtue, and tuat the good seed springs before 
the tares. Malace and envy are yet strangers to your 
bosom. Covetousness, that root of evil, hath not yi-t 
spruiV^g up in your heart ; the selfish, ihe wrathfn!, 
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ami the licentious passions, have not yet obtained do- 
minion oyer yon. The modesty of nature, the great 
guardian of virtue^ is not seduced frqtn Us po»t. Yoq 
wonid blush even in secret, to do a deed of dishonesty 
and shape. High sentiments of honour and of pro* 
bity ex|iand the soul. The colour comes into the 
cheek at the gmallest apprehension of blareie ; the 
reiidy lightning l^indles in the eye at the least appear- 
ance of treachery and falsehood. Hence says our Lord 
to his fpUpwers,--Unless you become as tt child ; nn- 
less you assume the candour, the innocence, and the 
purity of cliiildren, you cannot enter into the kingdom^ 
pf God. Therelore, whilst you are yet gn offering fit 
fov heaven, present yourselves at his altar, devote your^ 
selves to his service, flow beautiful and becoming 
doco it appear for yonng persons, newly arrived in thi? 
city of God, to remember the end for which (hey were 
sent into it, and to devote to their Maker's service, the 
first and the best of their days ? When they are iii th«s 
prime of youth and of health, when the mind is un- 
tainted with actual guilt, and alive to every generou^, 
impression, to consecrate to religion the vernal floweii 
of life ? The virgin innocence of. the mind, is a »3- 
crifice more acceptable to the Almighty, than if we 
should come before him with the cattle upon ft thou> 
sand hills, and with ten thousand rivers of oil. If thel^ 
be joy in heaven over a great and aged einner that re« 
pcnletli, how pleasing a spectacle will it be to God, 
to angels, and to the spirits of just men made perfect^ 
to beliold a person in the critical season of life, acquit 
Iiimself gloriously, and, despising the allurements, the 
deceitful, and transitory pleasures of sm, choose for 
himself that belter part which shall never be taken 
away ! • . 

Dare tlien, O^oung man, to remember thy Creatof 
in the days of tiiy youth ; have the courage to be good 
btlinies. Beware of falling into the usual snare of the 
in( xi}erienced ; beware of thinking that you have time 
cnuugli to be reIij;ious, and, for that reason, may defer 
the work of your salvation to maturcr age ; when, aa 
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yon fbolrthly iraagiaie, seriousness and sanctity will 
coine of their own accord. •In answer to tills, let me ask 
you, my (fiends. How often have you observed time re- 
form any one ? Did time reform Saul ? Did time re- 
form Aliab ? Did time reform .feeebet i On the con- , 
trary.did they aot grow bolder in wickedness ? You^^o- 
nerally, indeed, observe a greater decency in matured 
age. Tiic ebullition of youth is then s[>ent, its tur- 
bufcnce is over ; but, too often, I am afraid, the wild 
passions have only given place to an esternal sobriety, 
whilst the heart is as far from <iod, and as carnal aal 
ever. If you suspect this to be a hasty decision, ex- 
amine what [Msseij in the world. Do you not observe 
great part of men in the decline of life, as earthly- 
minded as before ? The passion for pleasure has in- 
deed abated, but the love of lucre, the most sordid of 
all passions, liath come into its^lace. If 3 nch per- 
sons have any regret for their |wst life^ it is only be- 
cause it is past. Kven then, they look with envy up- 
«i the gay and the ftourishing state of the young; 
Wiih what joy and triumph do tliey talk over the ex- 
cesses of their early days, andseera toreneW their age 
in the contemplattoa of their youthful follies i Alasj > 
nay friends, Is not God the Lord of all yOur time ? Is 
there oneof your days which doth not pertain to him ? 
Why would you then take the fl^iwer of life, and 
make it an ofiering to the enemy of souls? Is your 
time too long, to be all employed in the service oi God ? 
Is the prime of your days too precious to be devoted 
to heaven I And will you only reserve to your Maker 
the refuse of life ; tlie leavings of the world and tha 
flesJi ? If you would speak it out, tlie language of your 
heart ifi this: That whilst you are good for any things 
you wilt mind the world and its pleasures ; that you 
will crown yourselves witli rose-buds, befwe they are 
withered, and let no ^wef of the st>riag i>a;ss away ', 
but if at any time the world shall forsake you, if your 
passion for pleasure shall have left you, you will thea 
seek the comforts of religion ; any part ol your time, 
yea think, is good enough .for (.jod ; yoo will appl/ 
S 
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yourselves to the work of your salvation, when yoa 
are fit for nothing else ; aoH when you cannot make 
a better of it, you will seek the kingdom of heaven. 

Is it thus that ye requite the Lord, O people, fool- 
ish and unjust? Is this your gratitude to your Bene- 
factor? Is thisyour love to your Father ? Is this your 
kindness to your Friend ? Whilst he now calls upon 
you in the sweetest language of Heaven, " My son, 
" give ine thy heart," ought it not to be the natural 
movement of your heart, to answer with tlie good man 
of old, "With my soul have I desired thee in tlie 
*' night ; with my spirit within me, will I seek thee 
" early:" — ■" Whom have I in lieaven but thee ? and 
'■'■ there is none in all the earth whom I desire besides 
*' thee." 

In the second place, Let me exhort you to early pie- 
ty, from the consideration of those evils which await 
you in your future days. 

Now is your golden age. When the morning of 
life rejoices over your head, every thing around you 
puts on a smiling appearance. AU nature wears a 
face of beauty, and is animated with a spirit of joy. 
You walk up and down in a new world ; you crop 
the unblown flower, and drink the untasted spring. 
Full of spirit, and high in hope, you set out on the 
journey of life : visions of blias present themselves to 
view ; dreams.of joy, with sweet delusion, amuse the 
vacant mind. You listen and accord to the song of 
hope, " ,To-morro«^ shall be as this day, and much 
" more abundant." But ah ! my friends, the flatter-: 
ing scene will not last. The spell is quickly broken, 
and the enchantment soon over. How hideous will 
life appear, when experience takes otF the mask, and 
discovers the sad reality '. Now thou hast do weari- 
ness t6 clog thy waking hours, and no care to disturb, 
thy repose. But know, child of the earth, that thou 
an boru to trouble, and that care, through every sobi 
sequent path of hfe, will haunt thee like a ghost. 
Health noyv sparkles in thine eye, the blood flows 
pure in thy veins, and thy spirits are gay as th« 
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morning ; but, alas ! the time will comewhen diseases, 
a numerous and a direful train, wiit assail thy life ; 
the time will come, when pale aqd ghastly, and 
stretched on a bed, " chastened with pain, and the 
" multitude of thy bones with strong pain, thou wilt 
*' be ready to chouse strangling and death rather than 
"hfe,*» 

You are now happy in your earthly companions. 
Friendship, which in the world is a feeble sentiment, 
with you is a strong passion. But shift the scene for 
a few years, and behold the man of thy right hand 
become unto thee as an alien. Behold the friend of 
thy youth, who was one with thine own soul, striving 
to supplant thee, and laying snares for thy ruin ! I 
mention not these things, ray friends, to make you 
miserable before the time. God forbid that I should 
anticipate the evil day, unless I could arm you against 
it. Now remember your Creator, consecrate to him 
the early period of your days, and the light of his 
countenance will shine upon you through nfe. Amid 
all the changes of this fluctuating scene you have a 
Friend that never fails. Then let the tempest beat, 
and the floods descend, you are safe and happy under 
the shelter of the Rock of ages. 

Thirdly, the season of youth devoted to piety-, will 
yield you a comfortable old age. 

When the fire and spirit of youth are decayed ; 
when sober age retires from the noise and bustle of a 
busy world, and loves to spend in peace the tranquil 
Sabbath of life, what joy will it afford to be able to 
look back with pleasure on the actions of other years \ 
Worn out and weary of his pilgrimage, the traveller 
now entertains himself by recalling the times that are 
past, and recollecting the scenes of hisearly days, in 

{)articular, he now loves to recal the period of child- 
lood and of youth, when he wandered up and down, 
a stranger to care and sorrow, and passed his days in 
innocence. Often does the fond idea recur; often 
the pleasant period return. It will add much, my 
friends, it will add much to the pleasures, of the i%- 
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flectioa, if you hare it in your power' to recalto mind 
that your eariy days were not only inaocent, but use- 
ful, and devoted to the seririce of your Creator. To 
look back, on a life, ao season of wliich wu spient in 
Tain ; to number up the day's, die months, and the 
years, spent in theservice of <jfud, will beinvrurd rap- 
ture, only to be felt. This wil! cause the evenyjg of 
life to smile, and make your departure like a setting 
sun. 

1 sbali condude with one consideration, which { 
bc^ will bave weight, and that is, it' you seek God 
now in the days of youth, ynu are certain of sjjccess. 
Go out in the morning of youth, and you are sure to 
gather the manna of everlasting life. God himself 
will bend from his throne, and teach your spirits to 
approach unto him. They who seek him early shall 
&ad him, and sliali be guarded from «vU on his holy 
mounttuii. 
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COLOSS. iv. S. 

•——Redeemng the Ome. 

AMONG those who have their time most at their 
own (lisposal, there prevails a maxim very dif^ 
ferent from that which is recommended in the text. 
The maxim of the world is, to spend time in idleness 
and folly, or, to spcajc in their own language, ** ttj 
t* kill time," by dissipation and amusement, l^ife, 
which appear; go short upon the whole, is oeverthe* 
Jess sp iQfig in particular parts, that vast numbers 
pf men are overstocked with its days and hours j 
their time {langs b^ayy on their hands; they know 
Bot h.ow to employ it,, or what tp make of themselves, 
As they, have no fund of entertainment within, and 
for that reasonv i>p happiness at home, they naturally 
look out for .it abroad. Hence every pastime is greed- 
ily sought after,' that can banish thought, and save 
them j'ron> their own company. Hence places of 
public entertainnient are frequented, parties of plea- 
sure are formed,' plans of dissipation are concerted* 
and amusement, frivolous' aroiisement, becomes the 
.serious occupation of life. Only look around you 
into the world ! Observe what policy and contrivance 
are continually put in practice by men, for pre-en- 
gaging every day in the week for one idleness or a- 
nother; for doing nothing, or worse than nothing, 
and that with ko much ingenuity and forecast, as 
^arce to leave an hour upon their hands to reproach 
them. 
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Such, my brethren, is the life of what is called the 
worid, a repetition of the same childish conceptions* 
a perpetual round of the same trifling amusements. 
If you had been sent on earth to play the fool ; if 
your pilgrimage through life were merely a jaunt of 
pleasure; it would be cruel and injurious to awaken 
you from the delusion. But as you profess to be 
Christians, and believe this life to be a state of moral 
discipline and probation for the next, it will be pro- 
per and seasonable to warn you of the folly of such 
a course, and to point out a nobler and a happier path, 
where at once you may see the world, and may a- 
dom it ; where at once you may improve your time» 
. And enjoy life. 

In order to this, I shall, in the jfrrf piact, give you 
some directions for redeeming, or improving the time; 
and, in the secondp\zce, set before you the obligations 
to the practice of this duty. 

We begin with directions for redeeming the time. 
In the ^rst piact, treasure up in your memory a storft 
of useful knowledge, as a proper foundatioii of era"- 
ployment to the mmd. 

' It has been the complaint of discoifttentfed men in 
all ages, that life is a scene of dulnees^ not worth a 
wise man's care, where the samethings come overand 
over like a talc that is told, wtiich, howeverentertain- 
ing it may appear' when it is new, yet, by frequent 
repetition, at last becomes tedious arid insipid. The 
consequence of which has been, that many, viewing 
the picture in tliis disagreeable light, have been incUn-- 
ed to throw of all serious concern about their duty* 
to give themselves up to habits of indolence and lan- 
guor, and to make no other usft of their time, but to 
Study how to trifle it away. True it is, indeed, that 
the days of many have thus been' spent in vain ; that 
their Itfe has been a barren circle, within which tliey have 
been enchanted, gdingroundand ropnd, cverinmotion, 
but never making any advances. Butalthough many 
have made life a dull round of insignificant actions, 
yet no man had ever occasion to make it so. It isin- 
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deed so to the brutes, who soon arrive at that pitch of 
perfection which is allotted to their natures, where 
they must stop short without a possibility of going far- 
ther. Sense, which is their highest power, moves in 
a narrow sphere ; its objects are few in number, and 
gross in kind, and therefore not only come more quick- 
ly round, but also grow more insipid at every revolu* 
tion. 

But man is endowed with nobler faculties, and is 
presented with nobler objects whereon to exercise and 
employ them. — The contemplation of all divine truth 
to engage his understanding; the beauties of the na- 
tural and moral world to attract and captivate his af* 
fections: tlie power, the wisdom, and the goodne^is 
of God, manifested in the works of Creation, of Pro- 
vidence, and of Hedemption, to exalthisadmiratiim, 
and call forth all his praise. What employment can 
be more worthy of a rational being, or better adapted 
to the faculties of an immortal spirit, than thus to 
search out the order, the beauty, and the benevolence 
of nature ; to trace the Everlasting in his works, and 
to mark the impression of his creating hand, yet re- 
cent on a beautiful world ? Or if we turn our eyes to- 
wards the moral system, to observe a higher order of 
things, and a greater exertion of Divinity, in adjusting 
the plan of providence, in bringing light from dark- 
ness, and good from evil, in causing the most uncon- 
nected and contrary events co-operate to one great 
end, and makingall to issue in the general good. Here 
is a noble path for a rational creature to travel in. 
Whilst day unto day thus teaches wisdom, night un- 
to night will increase pleasure. The man who is thus 
trained up to the admiration of the works of Glod* and 
who has tasted the spirit of these sublime enjoyments, 
will not complain of the insignificance and languor ot 
life. These studies will afford an occupation at all 
hours. They will make your own thoughts an enter- 
tainment to you, and open a fountain of happiness at 
home. They will diffuse somewhat of heaven over 
the mind ; they will introduce you beforehand int9 
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the society of angels and blessed, spirits above, and 
already prepare yon to bear a part,in that beautiful 
hymn of heaven ; " Great and marvellous are thy 
" works, Lord God Almighty ; jnst and true are all 
'* thy ways, thou King of Saints. ' 
- Second/^, Have some end in view ; some object to 
employ the mind, and call forth its latent powers. 

In devising, or in executing apian; in engaging 
in tlie whirl of active Ute, the soul seems to unfold 
its being, and to enjoy itself. Man is not like the soil 
on which he lives, which spends its powers in exer- 
eise, and requires repose, in order to recruit its wast- 
ed strength, and prepare it for new exertions. Ac- 
tivity is an essential attribute of mind. Its faculties 
exist only when they are exercised ; it gains a new 
accession of strength from every new exertion, and 
the greater acquisitions it makes, it is enabled to 
make still greater. It is not a brook formed by the 
shower ; it is a living fountain, which is for ever flow- 
ing, and yet for ever full. This will account for an 
observation that we have oftten occasion to make in life» 
that none iiave so little leisure as those who are entire- 
ly idle ; that none complain so much of the want of 
time as those who have nothing to do.' The fact is, 
they want that energy of soul which is requisite to 
every exertion, and that habit of activity which ap- 
plies to every thing. Indolence unmans tne faculties; 
unpairsand debilitates the whole intellectual system. 
Those who, under its influence, become a kind of per- 
petual sleepers, degrade themselves from the honours 
of their nature, and are dead while they live. A ha- 
bit of activity is a most valuable acquisition. He who 
is possessed of it, is ht for all events, and may be hap- 
py in every situation. This liabit is only to be ac- 
quired by pursuing some great object that may agi- 
tate the mind. Think not that your labour may b« 
spent in vain. Nothing is in vain that rouses the soul : 
nothing in vain that keepi the etherial tire alive and 
glowing. The prospect of something coming forward ; 
the pleasupe and the pride which the mind takes in 
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its own action, beget insensibly that habit of indus- 
try which will abide through life. 

Thirdiq, Set apart fixed and stated hours for the im- 
portant duties of life. 

It is the misfortune of great part of men, that they 
have no fixed plan of acting. They live extempore. 
They act at random. They are always led by instan- 
taneous impulse, and are driven to and fro as inclina- 
tion varies. Their life rolls on through a course of 
misspent time, and unconnected years, and appears 
upon review, like the j>ath of a cloud in the air, 
iwhich leaves no trace behind it. It was the custom 
of the great Alfred, one of the English kings, to di- 
vide the day into three parts, which he measured by 
the l)timing of tapers. One part he employed in tlie 
cares of the government ; another part he dedicated 
to the cultivation of the liberal arts ; the third he de- 
voted to religion. It would be happy for you, my 
brethren, if, in this respect, you would imitate such 
»n illustrious example. Let, at least, one part of your 
time iae devoted to the service of God. When the 
morning ascends from the east, let it be your first 
pare to offer up your earliest thoughts as incense to 
heayen 5 to add your praises to llie hymns and hosan- 
nahs of the angels in light, and spirits of just men 
piade pejfect. When the shades of the night fall a- 
roand you, let it be your constant care to implore the 
pardoning mercy <>f God tor the errors of the past 
day, and to commit yourselves to the protection of 
His Providence who slumbers not nor sleeps. In par- 
ticular. Jet this day, which is sacred to the memory of 
8 Saviour's resurrection from the dead ; which is a 
memorial of the full accomplishment of our redemp- 
tion ; let this day be set apart for holy contemplation 
on the wonders of redeeming love, on the height, and 
depth, and breadth, and length of the love of Jesus 
to our race, which passeth all understanding; which 
prompted him to forego ttie glories of his divine na- 
ture for a time, to take upon him the robe of humani- 
ty, to lead a life of sorrows upon earth, and to sufl'er 
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a cruel, an^ ignominious, and an accursed death. Let 
us contemplate this amiable and divine love, till we 
are changed into the same image, and feel within our- 
selves an earnest and anticipation of that everlasting 
Sabbath of joy which is reserved for the righteous ir^ 
the world to come, when time shall he po more. 

In the fourth place, endeavour to distinguish your 
days by some good deed. 

As those who are intent to amass a fortune, attend 
to smalt sums ; in lijce manner, if you would wish to 
improve your time, you must take care not to lose a 
day. Many are the ways, and frequent the occasions, 
which daily present themselves, of adding to youf 
true happiness, of improving yoiir natures, and pro- 
moting the interests of society. You have all the 
world before you where to act, and the whole of hu- 
man life as a theatre of virtue. Through the assis- 
tance of divine grace, conquer' the excess of passion, 
correct some irregular desire, and obtajn a victory 
over the vices that war against the soul. Let yoirr 
goodness extend to society, and spread oyer the land, 
like the light of the morning. ' Can there be any em- 
ploy-ment so agreeable to a bepevolept mipd, and so 
congenial to th'e spirit of Christianity, as to assuage 
the boisterous passions, and reconcile the jarring in- 
terests of men ; to open tlie eye which prejudice has 
shut; to charm' down thespirit of party, and to unite 
all your neighbours in one great fiimily of love ? Is 
not the employment god-like : is not the joy divine, 
to brighten up the face that was overcast with sad- 
ness ; to wipe the tears from the cheek of sorrow ; to 
turn the voice of mourning into the notes of joy ; to 
make misery and woe vanish before us like darkness 
before the siin ; to refresh with showers of blessings 
the dry and barren land wherein no water is^ and, co- 
operating wil:h a beneficent Providence, to watch for 
the happiness of the world ? Where is there any one 
so destitute of the gifts of grace, of nature* and of 
fortune, as to have no mite to throw into the public 
treasury ? He who cannot pretend to enlighten or re^ 
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■form the world, may instruct his ignorant, or com- 
fort his afflicted neighboiir ; he who cannot commu- 
nicate instruction, may give alms. If even these are 
not in your power, the gate of heaven is ever open ; 
the throne of grace is ever accessible ; and by your 
intercession with God, society may reap more bene- 
fit, than from tlte bounty ot the opulent, or the la- 
bours of tlie learned. It was thus tiiat Job improved 
his time, as we learn from his affecting complaint, 
when he reviewed the days oi his prosperity : " O 
" that I were as in months past, as in the days when 
'* God preserved me ; as in the days of my youth, 
f when the candle of the Lord shined upon my head, 
*' when the Almighty was yet with me, when my 
*f children were about me; when the ear heard me, 
** then it blessed me ; when the eye saw me, it gave 
f witness tp me ; because I delivered the poor that 
f' cried, the fatherless, and him that had none to help 
" him. 1 was eyes to the blind, feet was I to the 
." lame : I was a father to the poor, and the cause 
." which I knew not, I searched out. The stranger 
" did not lodge in the street; I opened my doors to 
" the traveller. The loins of the naked blessed rae, 
?' and were warmed with the fleeces of my flock. The 
'* blessing of hirrf that was ready to perlsli came up- 
" on me, anjl I caused the widow's heart to sing for 

"joy-" 

In the mt place, accustom yourselves to frequent 
self-exam i nati on. 

Call yourselves to an account at the close of the 
day. Inquire what you have been doing; whether 
you have lost a day, or redeemed the time ? Have 
you learned any useful truth ? treasure it up in your 
heart, as a valuable acquisition ; make it a principle 
of action, and bring it iato life. Have you done a 
good deed ? then enjoy the self-approving hour, and 
give thanks unto God for the pleasures of virtue, and 
the testimony of a good conscience. Have you been 
led astray by temptation, an4t. overtaken in a fault? 
repent sincerely of your past transgression ; implore 
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th« mercy of God, through the merits of Jcsas Christ* 
and resolve, through divine grace, to be more guard- 
ed in the time to come. Did we, my brethren, thus 
make a stndy of a holy life ; were we as much in ear- 
nest about improving the soul in piety and virtue, as 
we are about many trifling concerns, to what high 
degrees of sanctity might we ascend ! How pleasant 
would it be at the close of any period of tiiTie, to look 
back on a life, no season of which was spent in vain^ 
%o number up the days, the months, the years, that 
are marked with good deeds ; to behold our yopth^ 
pur manjiood, ana our age, as so many stages in our 
journey to the land of Emanuel J This wopld inspire 
tia with th^t peace of Qod which pas^th a{l underr 
standing. This would cheer the traveller in the de- 
cline of his days. His evening would be bright and 
pleasant, and his sun go down in glory. Life thus 
spent, would make us triumph in death. Time thus 
improved, would make us rejoice through all eternity. 

I have ttigs given you some directions for the pro? 
per improvement of time.— The second ?h'Pg proposr 
ed, was to set before you the obligatipns to the prac- 
tice of this duty ; which I shall do by considering^ 
in the jirj/ place, your nature as men, and, in the 
«M»W place, your expectations as Uhnstians. 

In the _^-st place. Let us consider ouf: nature as 
men. 

It is a study full of instruction tp the curious or 
the pious mind, to contemplate the appearances in 
the univei^, and trace the laws by which it is go-^ 
vemed. AH nature ia biisy and active. Something 
is ever coming forward in the creation ; in the moral 
world, as well as in the natural, there is a design go- 
ing on. The great purpose of nature in our system 
is to diff'use existence; to multiply il^ the forms «C 
matter and dass«s of being. Every element is stored 
with inhabitants. Even the loneliest desart is popu- 
loas, and putrefaction is pregnant with life. Worlds 
^re inclosed in worlds, and' systems of being going 
on, that escape the eye of sense 
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Such is the plan of Providence in this inferior 
world. The order established at the 6rst of time is 
still advancing. The divine Spirit, who at the be- 
ginning moved upon the face of the deep, and turned 
a chaos into a beautiful world, still continues to move, 
inform, and actuate the great machine. Nothing in 
nature is at rest ; all is alive, all is in motion in the 
great systeobof God. Thou too, O man! are ap> 
pointed to action. The love of occupation is strong- 
ly implanted in thy nature. One way or another, 
thou must be always employed. Woe to the man who 
by his own folly is doomed to bear the pains and pe- 
nalties of idleness. Rest is the void which mmd ab- 
hors. An idle man is the most miserable of all the 
creatures of God. He falls upon a thousand schemes 
to fill up his hour, and rather than want employment, 
is contented to lie upon the torture of the mmd, while 
the cards are shufiBing, or the die is depending. The 
glory of our nature is founded upon exertions of ac- 
tivity. From the want of them, those in the more 
affluent stations of lite, whose fortune is made at their 
birth, so often fail in attaining to the higher improve- 
ments and honours of their nature. Have you nqt, 
on the other hand, seen men, when business rousfcd 
them from their usual indolence, when great occa- 
sion called them forth, discover a spirit to which they 
were strangers before, and display to the world abili- 
ties and virtues which seemed to be born with the oc- 
casion ? While there are so many splendid objects to 
allure the mind, why trust your character to be e- 
volved by accident ? Why leave your glory in the 
power of fortune ? 

This activity is not only the source Of our excel- 
lence, but also gives rise to our greatest enjoyments. 
Even the lower class of enjoyments, animal pleasures, 
are not only consistent with a life of activity, but aXso 
derive from it additional sweets. Hours of leisure, 
suppose hours of employment ; they alone will relish 
the feast, who have felt the fatigues of the chace. But 
mere animal pleasures are not of themselves objects 
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for a wise or a good man. Unless they are under the 
direction of taste ; unless they have the accoinp;ini- 
ments of elegance and grace ; unless they promote 
friendship and social joy ; unless Vliey come at pro-, 
per intervals, and have the additional heightening of 
being a relief from business, ttiey soon paii upon tjie 
appetite, and disgust by repetition. Has seusuaiity 
a charm when thy friend is in danger, or^thy country 
calls to arms? Who listens to the voice of the viol, 
when the trumpet sounds the alarm of battle ? When 
the mind is struck with the grand and the sublime of 
human life, it disdains interior things, and, kindling 
with the occasion* rejoices to put forth all its strength. 
Obstacles iu the way only give additional ardour to 
the pni-suit ; and the prize appears then the most 
tempting to the view, when the ascent is arduous, and 
when the path is marked with blood. Hence that 
life is chosen, where incentives to action abound ; 
hence serious engagements are the preferable objects 
of pursuit; hence the most animating occasions of 
life are calls to danger and hardship, not invitations 
to safety and ease ; and hence man himself, in his 
highest excellence, is found to pine in the lap of re- 
pose, and to exult in the midst of alarms that seem to 
threaten hi« being. All the faculties qf his frame en- 
gage him to action : the higher powers of the soul, as 
well as the softer feelings of the heart ; wisdom and 
magnanimity, as well as pity and tenderness, carry a 
manifest reference to the arduous career whicli he has 
to run, the difficulties with which he is destined to 
straggle, and the sorrows he is appointed to bear. 
Happiness to him is an exertion of soul. They know 
not what they say, who, cry out, " I.At us build taber- 
*.' nacles of rest." They mistake very much the nature 
of man, and go in quest of felicity to no purpose, who 
seek tor it in what are called the enjoyments of life, 
who seek for it in a terutlnation of labour, and a period 
of repose. It is not in the calm tcene ; it is in the 
tempest ; it is in the whirlwind ; it is in the thunder 
that this Genius resides. .When once you have dis' 
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covered thebiasof the mind; when once you have re- 
cognized your path in life ; when once you have 
found out the object of the soul, you will bend to it 
alone ; like an eagle when he has tasted the blood of 
jhis prey, who disdains the objects of his former pu> 
surt, and follows on in his path through the heavens. 

Thus have I set before you your obligations as men, 
to make a right use of life, and have shewed you, from 
the principles of nature alone, without having recourse 
to Christianity, that the excellency and the happiness 
of man consists in a virtuous course of action, and in 
making a proper improvement of time. Let us now, 
in the second place, take in the considerations suggested 
by the Christian religion, and see what new obliga- 
tions arise from it, to urge us to redeem the time. 

It is the doctrine of revelation, then, that the pre- 
sent life is a state of probation for the life to come; 
that we are now training up for an everlasting exist- 
ence ; and that, according to our works here, we shall, 
be judged in a future world. According, therefore, 
as you now sow, hereafter you shall reap. The time 
is now passing that decides your fete for ever. The 
hours are at this instant on the wing, upon which eter- 
nity depends. In this view, let rae exhort you to look 
back upon your past life. Call your former hours to 
an account. Ask them what report they have earned 
to Heaven. Is tliere any thing in your life, to dis- 
tinguish it from mereexistence? Do you discern any 
thing but shadows in that mirror which remembrance 
holds up ? Is the book of memoiy one vast blank, or 
blotted all over? If this be the case, — ^nd I am afraid 
it is the case with a great part of men, — whai better 
are ye than the animals of the field or the forest ? Like 
you they sleep and they wake ; like you they eat and 
they drink ; like you they perform the various functions 
of nature. Alas ! my brethren, did Almighty Grt^d 
create you after his own image, that you might sink 
that image to the resemblance of a beast ? For, what 
have you done since you came into being, to distin- 
guish yourselves from the brutes thatperi^? have 
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you glorified God in all your actions ? Have yxia* 
made yonr calling and election sure, by a lively faitU 
in the Lortl Jesus Christ, by repentance from dead 
works, and by universal purity of heart and lifc? 
Have you enriched your mind with the treasures of 
wistlom ? Have youadorned your lifewith the beauties 

' of holiness ? Have you laid many deeds of piety and 
charity as a good foundation against the time to come ? 
Unless you have done these things, you have done no- 
thing. You have been blanks in the universe. You 
are as if you had never been. You have been fast 
asleep ; nor has your sleep been the less sound, that 
you have dreamed you were awake. 

I now call upon you to arise, or be for ever fallen. It 
is now high time to awake. Almighty God now calls 
upon you to finish the work which he hath given you 
to do- Glory, and honour, and immortality are set 
before you. Up then and be doing, and the Lord 
shall be with tliee. With such views of your duty, 
and upon these principJes of action, you will never 
join in tlie apology which some make lor themselves, 
that thegeneral tenor of their life is innocent, and that 
they have at least. the negative merit to do no harm. 
Perhaps this account may be true ; but let mc ask 
such persons, have you ever considered the parable 
of the master who called his servants to account ? He 
delivered talents taeachof them, according as he saw 
fir, with this charge, " Occupy till I come." The ser- 
vant who received the one talent, was negligent and 
slothful. He wrapt up his talent in a napkin, and 
hid it in the earth. He thought he did well, if he 
secured the capital till his Lord's return. But the 
master received the talent with indignation. He cast 
the unprofitable servant into utter darkness, and con- 
demned him to weeping, and wailing, and gnashing 
of teeth. The poor wretch was neither a thief noi' a 
murderer. He had not wasted his Lord's goods. Ho 
had' your plea, — he had done no harm. But he was 
found gmlty of idleness and sloth ; he received his 
sentence, and was condemned to punishment. That 
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which is the ground of your security, could not save 
him from condemnation. 

But, in g^od earnest, do you no harm ? Is it no 
faafth to wander from the' cradle to the grave, in a 
labyrinth of amusements, either vain or childish ? 
Is it no harm to waste in dissipation and expensive 
pleasure, that wealth which might have saved an ho- 
■nest fiimily from beggary and want ? Is it no harm 
to squander in one continued round of vanity and 
folly, those precious hours on which your future hap- 
pinea defends ? If there be harm in human actions, 
this '\s^0m. It is a criminal negligence Which will 
turMTO scale of your eternal doom. 

'm you, my younger friends, this duty recom- 
mends itself under the most interesting claims. You 
ar^ow in that period, when time can be improved 
to tbe.best advantage. With you, every hour of life 
}s precious. The misimprovement of youthful days ' 
is-more than the loss of time. It were of little con- 
sequence to throw away a few days from your life ; 
but along with these, — you cut off the substantial im- 
provements, the real joys of maturer age. Figure to 
yourselves the loss which the year would susfain, if 
the i£i>nng were taken away ; — such a loss you sustain. 
No wars, nor lamentations, nor bitter upbraitfings, 
■wiil ever reeal that golden period. - The star sets, to 
rise no more ; the flood rolls away, never to return. 

Your own experience, my aged brethre'n, will, urge 
the instant necessity of redeeming the time. Consi- 
der the fete that 3^|^s you soon. A few steps will 
bring you to the th^shold of that house which is ap- 
pointed for all living. Man that is born of a wo- 
man, is of few days. He cqmeth forth as a flower, 
and is cut down ; he flieth as a shadow, and conti- 
nueth not. By the unalterable law of nature, all things 
here hasten to an end. An irresistable rapid it jr'hur- 
ries every thing to the abyss of eternity ; to that aw- 
fiil abyss, to which all things go, and from which no- 
thing returns. The great drama of life is perpetually 
going on. .Age succeeds to age, and gdnCTntion ta 
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generation. Not long ago, our ^th^rs trod the ftath 
which their fathers had trodden b^ore them ; we nave 
come into their room, and now enppty their places. 
In a little time we must resign to imother race, wto 
in their turn also shall pass ^way, an tl give place to 3 
new generation. The raceqf men, eaith a Jewish 
writer, is lit^e the leayes of the treea. They come 
forth in the sjiring, and clothe the wood with robes 
of green. In ^uturan ttfey wither ; they fall ; the 
winter wind scatters them on the earth. Anotl)er race - 
comes if) the seaspn, and clothes the forest again. 

Consider the world, my hriends, as ypu1^ it at 
first, and as you see it tipw. You have niarke(ii|jcisT 
sitqae and alteration in all human afJKiirs. Vou have 
seen changes in almost every department of liie. You 
have seen, new ministers at the conrc, new judges on 
the bench, and new priests at the altar of the Lord, 
Vou have seen different kings upon the throne. Yoa 
liave seen peace and ^ar, and war and p<^ce again. 
How many of your equals in age have yoq survived i 
How many younger than you have you' carried t^ 
the grave r Year after year hath made a blaak in the 
number of your friends.' ' Your own Country hath in- 
sensibly becoine ^'atrange land, and a new world hath 
risen around you, before you perceived that the old 
had passed away. Tlie same fate that hath taken a- 
WA51 your friends; awaits you. ' Even now the decree 
h) gone forth. The king of terrors hath t'eceived his 
commission, ant] is now on his way. " If you have 
misemployed your time, that talent, which God hath 
put into your Imnd ; if your life is marked with guitc 
or folly, how will yoii answer to your owii heart at 
tb«t aw^l hour ? For, previous to the general doom, 
Ahnighty God hath appointed a daif of judgment in 
the breast of every inan4 ' The lost liour is ordained 
to p*fis sentence on all the rest. The actions of your 
foi-mer life^ will there meet you again. ' How willyou 
then answer at the bar of your own bearti when th© 
collected criines of a lengthened life, at (me ukw, shall 
fimh upon the mind ; when the ghoits of your depart* 



Dcillizedoy Google 



SERMON IV. 45 

cd hours, of those hours which you have murdered, 
shall rise up in terrible array, and look you in the 
fiice ? — What would you then give for that time which 

Jrou now throw away ? W^hat wouM tite wretch who 
ies on a bed of^gony, extended and groaning, who 
feels ia his heart tiie poisoned arrow of death ; who, 
looking ba,ck on his past life, turns aside from the 
view ; who, looking forward to futurity, discerns no 
beam of hope to break that utter darkness which over- 
whelms him ; what would he then give for those hours 
wliich you now despise, to make his peace with Hea- 
ven, and fit him for his passage into the world un- 
known ? Remember, my friends, that this is no inia- 
ginary case ; it is a ease which may soon be your 
own. Be wise, therefore, while wisdom can avait> 
and save yourselves from the agony of repenting in 
bitterness of soul, whm all repentance may be in vain. 

To sum up all ; |ny friends, the time is shcwt. We 
are as guests ia a strange land, who tarry but one 
night. We wander up and down in a pUce of 
graves. We read the epitaphs upon the tombs of ths 
deceased. We shed a few tears over the ashes of the 
dead ; and, in a little time, we need from our surviv- 
ing firiends the tears we paid to the memory of our 
friends departed. 

Time is piecioae. The time is now passing that 
fixes our fate for ever. The hours are, at this instant, 
oa the wing, which carry along with them your eter- 
hal happiness or eternal misery. 

Time is irrecoverable. Ttie clock is wound up once, 
for all ; the hand is advancing, and, in a little time, 
it strikes your last hour. • ■• 
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Psalm W. 4, 
Siaitd in awe,~-t 

HEN the Patriarch Jacob departed from his 
Other's house, and entered on that state of 
pttgrimage, which only tenninated with his life, he 
lighted on a cevtain place, where he tarried all the 
night. Agreeably to the simplicity of the ancient 
world, he laid himself down to rest upon the open 
plain ; wi'thout'any pillow but a stone of the field i 
and without any covering but the curtains of heaven. 
A stranger he was to the elegance and luxury of afr 
ter times, but he enjoyed pleasures of a higher kind, 
TJie God of his fathers was with him. In the patri- 
archal ages, before a public revelation was given to 
the world, the Deity frequently appeared to holjmen 
in dreams, and visibns of the night. Accordingly^ 
Jacob, in his dream, beheld a ladder set upon the 
earth, the top of it reaching unto the heavens, and up-' 
on it the angels of God ascending and descending : 
and behold ! the Lord stood above, and said, *"• I aqt 
'■S the Lord God of Abraham, thy father, and the 
** God of Isaac ; the land wheteon thou liest, to tliee ■ 
" will I give it, and to thy seed ; and thy seed shall 
'* bens the dust of the earth ; thou shalt spread abroad 
** to the east, and to the west ; to the south, and to the 
** north ; and in thee, and in thy seed, shall all the 
*• families of the earth be blessed." 

Did the Patriarch awake in a rapture of joy, when 
he had been th»« so highly favoured of the Lord I 
Y0U shall hear'* ** \oA Jacob awakened ^t of his 
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**'sleep,and"he said, Surely the Lord is in this place,. 
" and I knew it not : and he was afraid, and said, 
" How dreadfui is this place ! This is none other but 
" the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven." 
Though he-had aiscended in the visions of Gud, and 
beheld scenes of glory which few are admitted to see ; ■ 
though he had received the most gracious promises 
of personal safety, of prosperous increase to his des- 
cendants, and of the Messiah who was to spring 5'om 
his race, nevertheless, an impression of reverence and 
aw£ was the last which remained upon his mind. 

In like manner, my friends, although you have the 
near prospect of commemorating the most joyful e- 
vent which signalizes the annals of time, yet, if at the 
approaching solemnity God shall be in this place, you 
will experience that state of mind which the Patriarch 
was in when he awoke from his dream, and an im- 
pression of seriousness and awe will keep its hold of 
your heart. There is a degree of reverence and holy 
fear which ever attends religion. Even when God 
manifests his mercy, it is, that he may be feared. 
Hence we are called to serve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice before him with reverfcnee. Alt objects make 
an impression upon the mind, correspondent to their 
own nature. A beautiful object calls forth pleasing 
ideas, and excites a gay emotion. A grand object 
leaves upon'the mind an impression of grandeur. In 
all sublime scenes, there is a mixture of the awful. The 
view of the skies by night ; the moon movjfig in the 
brightness of her course ; and the host of heaven in 
silent majesty performing their eternal rounds, strike 
an awe and jiidoratioo into the mind ; we feel divmity 
present ; we bow down and worship in the temple 
which the Most High God hath built with his hand, 
and hath filled with his presence. The presence of a 
' respectable character raises a similar impression on the 
mind ; and the man who sets the Lord always before 
hmi, will feel his heart impressed with that mixtui^ 
of seriousness and holy fear, which the Psalmist here , 
recommends, when he ^ay^ " Stand in awe." 
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, In fiirthcr treating upon this subject, 1^1], in th« 
jSrs^ place, point Out tl»e advantages of this seriousness 
ami reverence which we ought to maintain upon our 
minds ; and, in the jfconi/ place, shew you die suitable- 
ness of this temper of ralnd-to our present state. 

The Jirst thing proposed, is to point out the advan- 
tages of this seriousnoss and reverence which we 
ought to maintain upon our minds. 

The great art of happiness consists in regulatings 
with propriety, the various offices of human life. To 
allow DO duty to interfere with another; to prevent 
devotion from growing austere ; and to restrain en- 
joyment from being criminal, is the mark of true 
wisdom and of true piety. Eveiy department of life 
is beautiful in its season. There is a time to' be cheer- 
ful, and a time to be serious : an hour for solitude, 
ahd an hour for society. Providence hath appointed 
great partof our happiness to consist in society. We 
find, in every situation of life, that it is not good for 
lis to be alone. Hence, civil society at first was in- 
stituted ; hence attachments are daily formed ; and 
man is cemented to man by every feeling of nature, 
and evtry tie of the heart. But, as we abuse and 
Q(HTtipt every thing, the blessing oi society is often 
turned into a curse. To innocent cheertuUiess, a 
wanton levity succeeds, which banishes sober thought, 
and laughs at every thing that is serious. How of- 
ten, in life, do we meet wltli the sons and daughters 
of folly, -whose sole business is amusement ; whose 
life is one continued scene of idienetis and dissipation ; 
everlasting triSers, whose volatile minds are perpetu- 
ally on the wing, as if they bad been sent to this 
earth merely to play the fool. 

Not that i condemn cheerful society and innocent 
enjoyment. When God gives, Let man enjoy. Let 
us drink from the fountain of joy, when we are sure 
there is no poison in the cup. But, my brethren, I 
must remind you, that but a narrow interval, often 
but a single step, lies between enjoyment and excess : 
between the voice of miuh and the roar of riot ; iie- 
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tiveen innocent entertainment, ami a loose and licen- 
tious indulgence. Look back on your past life, and 
tell me, O man ! when was it that you tclt yoiirsclt 
liiost strongly inclined to go astray ? When was it. 
that you found yourself seduced in thought, to wan- 
der trom the paths of purity and uprightness ? Was . 
it not in the hour of levity and indulgence ? Did not 
yoAir heart betray ypu when yourspirits were elevated; 
■when you had banishet) -sober recollection, and de- 
livered yourself over to tlie delivinm of excessive joy ? 
Here then is the advantage of seriousness and reve- 
vpnj^e- It places 3 guard upon the heart. It keeps 
the world and its temptations at a due distance. It 
GonsecicateK the mind in which it resides, as with tlie 
presence of the Deity. A heart thus impressed with 
tjie fear of God, will not so readily be assaulted by 
tlie tempter; nor so easily yield to the temptation. 
An impure and profane gue^st will hardly venture 
upon hajlpwe.d ground, or dare to violate the sanctity 
of a teijip'le. The presence of a gpod man is a check 
upQlJ the turbulence and uprpar of the giddy ; they 
are inspired >vjth a reverence fyr his character; they 
feel how awful goodness is, and restrain themselves 
from those Jndecent levities to which they are accus- 
tomed. If a regard for man has such inHuence upon 
the i)iind, lyliat may the fear of God be supposed to 
have 2 'I'Jie iijan who is possessed of this holy fear, 
§ets the Lord always before him. He enters befoie- 
faand into heaven, and dwells in the presence of God. 
And cansl thou, Q man ! <k"'tile tlie purity of heaven 
with the deeds of h^U • Darest thou violate the law 
in the presence of the Law-giver ? Darest thou sin in 
the very face of the Maker? Wilt thou make the 
Judge of all the earth the witness of thy wicked ac- 
tions, the beholder of thy loose moments ? — ^lO; — in 
§uch a presence thou will banish all impure thoughtf^, 
and all unhallowed affections, like Moses <a the burn- 
ing bush, because thp place whereon thou standcst is - 
Ijoly ground. 

VOL. I. G 
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Thus, 6f itself, this setimis fraihc 6f mittd i*l th« 
giWrdian and the protector of religion ; andit alsda«-' 
sociates with other virtues which belong to (Ite Chris* 
tran character. Those wlw are acquainted with thd 
natufe of the mind, know the inflfience and extenS df 
association upon human life and mannefs. It is iWt 
a single quality that marks and characterizes a rOafl j 
the virtues and the vices coitid in A train ; it is the 
temper of the soul which is all In all in the e6nriact 
of human life. But to the temper and disppwtion here- 
rtecomrriended, the most respectable attributes of the 
ifiind, and the most amiable qualities of the heart, are 
allied and peculiar. 

In the hrst place, this serious frame of mirid cbe- 
ils'hes those higher virtues of the SOul, whidh, in th« 
emphatic laiiguagcof the Sacred Scripture, are called 
" the armdur of God." Ifi the solemr* silence of the 
Trtirld afe forrtied those great fesolutiofls which decide 
the fate of men. That magnanimity which rises su- 
perior to the events 6f fife ; that fortitude which bears" 
rrp under the pressure Of afflktion ; Sftd that Chrisr 
tian heroism, which, neither moved with the threst-' 
dnings of pSin, rior with tlie blandishments of plea- 
sure, holds ort rejoicing to the end ; are all of theiJt 
but expression^ of^ this character, varied and diversi- 
rfcd according to the occurrences of life. They are 
the light, the giddy, and the volatile, who are the 
gport of caprice, or the ]>rey of passion. Fersolis of 
Such a character, have no permanent principle of ac- 
tion; they arc the sinners or the saints of accident; and 
assume every tiilly to which the fashion bf the'wortrf 
gives its sanction. Very different is the serious matt 
who communes with his own heart, He follows not thd 
multitude. He possesses that strenuous and steady 
iloiud, which vfallts by its own light, which holds its 
purpose to the laat ; that self-deciding spirit^ Which is 
prepared to act, to suffer, or to die, as duty requires, 
feeing thus by the griice of God, the master of his oWr» 
mind, he is above the world ; audtlirough prosperity 
pj- adversity, through life dr deatli, goes forth ecwyquei:- 
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ipgy Rjn4 to coaqiaer. He U not guided by events like 
the giddy multitude, who &il iuto any form by the 
tcH'tuitous concourse of accidents ; but, imitating the 
Providence of Heaven, he takes a direction of events, 
and makes the course of human affairs bend to his 
}>urposes, and terminate in his honour. 

Purtber, this temper and disposition is no Jess fa- 
vourable to the milder virtues of humanity. A acri- 
ous mind is the companioR of a feeling heart. It is 
, a-kin to that virtuous sensibility, from which all the 
sympathetic emotions are derived ; and readily asso- 
ciates with those good affectionswhich constitute the 
moat amiable part of our nature. The thoughtless 
an4 the dissipated are unconcerned spectators of hu- 
maa happiness or misery ; they mar not their enjoy- 
ments by rushing into foreign woe ; and are never so 
much in earnest, as to give a tear to the distresses of 
wiankind. " They lie upon beds of ivory," saith the 
Prophet 1 " they stretch themselves upon their couch- 
" es ; they chant to the sound pf the viol ; ajid they 
" anoint jthemselvcs with the chief ointments; but 
^' they are not grieved for the affliction of their breth- 
" ren." But. he who feareth Gad, will also regard 
man. The hour of incense has always been the hour 
of almsrgiving. Whilst the heart is lifted up in de- 
votion to ,God, the hands will be stretched out in be- 
neficence to man. Think not, my friends, that these 
are duties of inferior importance, and not proper to 
be called up to yo.urjeraembrance upon this occasion. 
The ordinajicc which you are soon to celebrate, is the 
comraunJon of saints, and the feast of Ipve. The cup 
of blessing which we bless, saith the Apostle, is it not 
the communion of the blood of Christ ? The bread 
whicli we .break, is it not the communion of the 
body of Christ ? As we are all partakers of that one 
bread, so, by that participation, we bsing many, be- 
come one body. Being thus the members of one bo- / 
dy, the great law follows, which he afterwards lays / 
down, That if one member suffers, all the membejcfi / 
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should suffer with it ; and if one member rejoices, all 
the members should icjoice. 

'I'iie second thing proposed, was to shew you the 
suitableness of this temper of miud to our present 
state. 

And, in xhsjirst place, it is suited to that dark and 
imcertaiii state of being in which we now live. Hu- 
man life is not formed to answer those high expecta- 
tions which, in tlic era of youth and imagination, we 
are apt to entertain. Wlien we first set out in life, 
we bid deliancc to the evil day ; we indulge ourselves 
in dreams and visions of romantic bliss; and tbndly 
lay the scene of perfect and uninterrupted happiness 
for the time to come. But experience soon unde- 
feives us. \Vc awake, and find that it was but a 
dream. We make butfew steps in life, without find- 
ing the world to be a turbulent scene ; we soon expe- 
rience the changes that await us, and feel the thorns 
of the wilderness wherein we dwell. Our hopes are 
frequently blasted in the bud ; our designs are defeat- 
ed in the very moment of expectation, and we meet 
with sorrow and vexation, and disappointment, on 
all hands. There are lives besides our own, in which 
we arc deeply interested; lives in which oar happi- 
ness is placed, and on which our hopes depend. Just 
when we have laid a plan of happy lite ; when, after 
the experience of years, we have found out a i&vf 
chosen friends, and have begun to enjoy that little 
circle in which we would wish to five and to die, an 
unexpected stroke disappoints our hopes, and lays 
all GUI* schemes in the dust. When, after much la- 
bour and care, we have reared the goodly structure ; 
when we have fenced it, as we fondly imagine, from 
every storm that blows, and indulge the pleasing 
hope, that it wilt always endure, an invisible hand in- 
terposes, and overturns it from the found.ation. Who 
knoweth what awaits him in life } Who knoweth the 
changes through wliieh he is destined to pass ? Son 
of prosperity ! Thou now lookest forth from thy high 
. tower ; thou now gloriest in thine excellence ; thou 
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sayest that thy mountain stands strong, and that thou 
art firm as the cedar of Lebanon. — Bui slnndin awe. 
Before the mighty God of Jacob, and by the blast of 
the breath of his nostrils, the mountain hath been o- 
verturned, and the cedar in Lebanon hath fallen hke 
the leaf before the whirlwind. At this very moment 
of time, the wheel is in motion that reverses the lot 
of men ; that brings the prosperous to the dust, and 
lays the mighty low. Now, O man ! thou rejoicest 
in thy strength, but know, that for thee the bed of 
languishing is spread ; pale, ghastly, and stretched on 
thy couch, thou shalt number the tedious hours, the 
restless days, the wearisome nights, that are appoint- 
ed to thee, till thy sonl shall be ready to " choose 
" death rather than life." Thou now removest from 
thee the evil day, and sayest, in thy heart, thou shalt 
never see sorrow; but remember the changes of this 
mortal life ; for thee the " cup of trembling" is pre- 
pared, and the " wine of astonishment is poured 
■" out." How often, in an instant, doth a hand un- 
seen shift the scene of the world ! The calmest and 
the stillest hour precedes the whirlwind, and it hath 
thundered in the serenest sky. The monarch hath 
drawn the chariot of state in which he was wont to 
ride in triumph, and the greatest who ever awed 
the world, have moralized at the turn of the wheel. 

In the second place, the propriety of this temper 
will appear, if we consider the scene that soon awaits 
tis, and the awful change of being that we have to 
undergo. The sentence of the Lord is passed upon 
all flesh. Man who art born of a woman ! one day 
thou must die. The decree is gone forth, and tha 
time appointed for its fulfilment is approaching iiist. 
• Short is the period which is allotted to mortal man. 
In a little time the scene changes, and the places 
that knew us shall know us no more. We bid an 
eternal adieu to all below the sun ; we enter on a new 
state of being, and appear in the immediate presence 
of God. After death comes the judgment. Thou 
must answer, O man ! to the Searcher of hearts, for 
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tbe deed^ Uo^e it) Uie l)o<1y. The actio/i$ ef tbj past 
liie sbaU rise Mp to thy reioembr^uic* ; tjie secrets of 
thy so^I shall be di^iclosed ; and thy eternal doom be 
Ak^ by GofI, tjbe Judge of all. J^tby laet motnests 
tbou vili he sfiriomsy and sfatW ia owe. The most 
tb^Hghtiefis «ipner will stand aghast, aad the stoutest 
heart will trefiibie at that awful, that partiijg hour, 
ijfhen, to the dosing eye, Go4 appears, with as full 
convictiroo, as. if the curtaio hetween both worlds 
iwaa wit^idrawn, and the Judge in very deed, des- 
cended to his trjbtmal. How serious wilt tliou be 
when SHrroyedied by the sad circle of thy weeping 
friends, thou readest in their altered Jooksj that thy 
iiour is corqe ; when cut off froim all connection 
with mortality, thou takest thy last iook of what 
flbtou heldest deaf in life; when the eold sweat, the 
shivering limb, and the voice fatultenug jn the throat, 
announce thy dq)artu]% into the world unknown ! 
What manjiw of persons ought we to be, who have 
such eveats awaiting us ! Ought we not to staad in 
awe; t* jfoia treimbljng with our mirth; to cow- 
joane with our hearts alone, and be still as in the 
.piseseaK* of that God, before whose tribunal we have 
soon to appear ? 

]n tM thirff place, tliis frame of mind is pecoHarly 
proper for you a&w, as a preparation for that aol^ni- 
nity which you we soon to celebrate. Holy is every 
ordinance ot' die hord ; but this is the holiest of all, 
ajid should inspire us with ifev«feioc« and godly fear. 
You aae to be engaged in ^the most fiolemn ordinance 
of ojuf religion. You are !<? he employed in the 
.most important woiik of your Uves, to seal your 
w>ws in the faith erf" everlasting redemption. You 
are going to transact withthe God of Glory, before 
whom ten thousand times ten thousand angels and 
archangels bow down and admire and adoie. You 
are about to commemorate the most tremendous 
event which is to be found in the records of time ; 
that scene which made the sun grow dark, and which 
.the.eartb trcavbled to bekold. God shews himself to be 



Dv Google 



SERMON V. 55 

awful, even when he manifests his mercy, and causes 
all his goodness to pass before you. When he blesses 
men with the greatest testimony of his love, it is by 
smiting his own Son ; when the gate of heaven is set 
open to the world, it is opened by the bloodofOne 
who is higher than the heavens. Whilst thou rejoicest 
therefore at the remembrance of thy redemption, 
think with wonder upon the ransom by which it was 
accomplished, and implof* the assistance of the Di- 
vine Spirit, that you may serve God acceptably with 
|»««rea«e sukI godly fear. 
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For I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and /o the 
house appointed for all living. 

THIS book of Job contains the history of a right- 
eous man, fallen from the height of prosperity, 
into scenes of great distress. Almost every affliction 
which fells to the lot of mortal man, embittered his 
life. His goods were taken away by robbers ; his 
body was smitten by ^ loathsome and tormenting disr 
ease ; his family wag cut o^^, and all his company 
made desolate by a sudden stroke from heaven ; his 
surviving friends proved miserable comforters, and, 
instead of relieving, added to liis afBictions. His 
head was bare to every blast of adversity, and his 
heart bled with all the varieties of paiii. In the course 
of his complaint, he utters the genuine voice of sorroyv, 
and pours forth his soul in lamentation and woe. He 
sets before us the evil day ; he shews us the dark side 
of things, and presents to view those shades in the 
picture of human life, which must one day meet our 
eye. From these calamities, he passes, by a natural 
transition, to the consideration of the last evil in hu- 
man life :— 7" I know that thou wilt bring me' to death, 
" and to the house appointed for all living." 

Man is a serious being. There is a string in the 
heart which accords to the voice of sorrow, and im- 
pressions of grief take the strongest hold of the mind. 
There is a time when solitude has a charm; when 
cheerfulness gives place to melancholy ; and when the 
house of mourning is better suited to the soul than 
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the hou« of mirth. Even our amusements often par- 
take of a seriousturn. For thesakeof amusement,we 
give our attention to histories of woe ; we sit specta- 
tors to the scene of sorrow, and devote the honrs to 
melancholy and to tears. And yet, by a strange per- 
version of mind, though we rush into foreign woe, 
and take delight in weeping for the fate of others, yet 
our own departure excites little attention or regard, 
notwithstanding the manv warnings which tell i;s 
that here we have no continuing city; although few 
Weeks elapse without being marked with the tuneral 
of a neighbour or a friend, we remain in a criminal 
indifference; the tear is soon dried upon our cheeks, 
and we muse upon the fate of our friends with uncon- 
cern. If, by removing the thought of death, men 
could remove the day of death, their conduct would 
admit of an excuse. But v/hethcr you think of it or 
not, death approaches, and the want of preparation 
vfill only serve to shari:>en the sting, by the surprise 
lyith which it may strike. 

Since we know then assuredly, that God will bring 
us to death, and to the house appointed for all living, 
let us consider, in the ^rst place, the certainty of its 
approaching soon ; secondli), the time and manner 
ofits anival ; and, thirdly, the change which it intro- 
duces. 

In the ^rst place, let us consider the certainty of 
death's approaching soon. 

All the works of nature, in this inferior system, 
seem only made to be destroyed. Man is not exempt- ■ 
ed. There is a principle of mortality in our frame, 
and, as if we were only born to die, the first step we 
take in life, is a step to the grave. It was not always 
so. Adam came from the hands of his Creator per- 
fect and immortal. The Almighty created man after 
his own image. He planted in his frame the seeds 
of eternal life, to grow and Boorish through a succes- 
fflon of ages. This noble shoot, which the hand of 
the Most High had planted, was blasted by sin. When 
man became a sinner, he became mortal. The doom 
H 
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was pronoonced, that, after 1«w and evil days. b« 
should return to the dust from whence he was takeni 
Since that time, as soon as our eyes open on the light, 
we come under the law of immortality, and the sen- 
tence of death is passed. In the morning of our day, . 
we set out on our journey for eternity ; thither we 
are all fast tending ; and day and night wb travel on 
without tntermissiom There is no standing still on 
this road. To this great reAdezvous of the sons of 
Adam we are continually drawing nearer "and nearer. 
Our hfe is for ever on the wing, although we niar)( not . 
its flight. Our motion down the stream of time is so 
smooth and silent, that though we are for ever moving, 
we perceive it not, till we arrive at the ocean of eter- 
nity. Even now, death is doing his worjc. At thi^ 
very momentof time, multitudes are stretched on th^t 
bed from which they sliall rise no more. The blood 
is ceasing to flow ; the JDreath is going out ; and tho 
Ipirit taking its departure for the world unknown. 

When we look back on our former years, how many 
do we find who began the journey of life along with 
us, 4nd promised to themselves long life and happy 
days, cut ofl'in the midst of their career, and fellen at 
our side ! They have but gone before hs ; one day we 
must follow. O man ! whonowrejoicest inthe pride of 
life, and loo)cing abroad, sayest in thy heart, thou 
shalt never see sorrow ; for thee thebed of dcatli is 
spread ; the worm calls for thee to be her companion ; 
thou must enter the dominions of the dead, and be 
gathered to the dust of thy fathers. If then death be 
certainly approaching fast, let us learn the true value 
of life. If death be at hand, then certainly time is 
precious. Now the day shines, and the Master calls 
us ; in a little time the night cometh, when no man 
can work. To-day, theretbre, hear the voice which 
calls you to heaveni t* Now is the accepted timej 
" now is the day of salvation." — '* Whatsoever thy 
" hand findeth to do, (lo it with thy might ; for there 
" is no Work, por device, nor knowledgei nor wis* 
" dom, in the grave, whither thOu goest, '- 
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In the seeond place, we may consider the time and 
manner of the arrival of death. 

Death is called in Scripture, ike land without an^ or* 
dcr; and without an order the king of terrors makes 
his approaches in the world. The commission given 
from on high, was, •' Go into the world : Strike : strike 
•' so, that the dead may alarm the living.'* Hence it 
is, that we seldom see men running the full career of 
life J growing old among their childrens' children, 
and then felling asleep in the arms of nature, as in the 
embraces of a kind mother; coming to the grave like 
a shock of corn fully ripe ; like (lowers that shut up 
at the close of the day. Death walks through the 
■world without any order. He delights to surprise, to 
give a shock to mankind. Hence, he leaves the 
wretched to prolong the line of their sorrow, and cuts 
off the fortunate in the midst of their career ; he suf- 
fers the aged to survive himself, to outlive life, to 
Btalk about the ghost of what he was, and aims his 
arrow at the heart of the young, who puts the evil day- 
far from him. He delights to see the feeble carrying 
the vigoro'fis to the grave, and the father' building the 
tomb of his children. Often when his approaches arc 
least expected, he bursts at once upon the world, like 
an earthquake in the dead of the night, or thunder in 
the serenest sky. AH ages and conditions he sweeps 
away without distinction ; the young man just enter- 
ing into hfe, high in hope, elated with joy, and pro- 
mising to himself a length ot^ years ; (he father of a 
family from the embraces of his wife and children ; 
the man of the world, when his designs' are ripening 
to execution, and the long expected crisis of enjoy- 
ment seems to approach. These and all others are 
huiried promiscuously off the stage, and laid without 
order in the common grave. Every path in the world 
leads to the tomb, and every hour in life hath been 
to some the last hour. 

Without order, too, is the manner of death's ap- 
proach. The king of terrors wears a Uiousatid forms ; 
pains and diseases, a nvimerous and a direful train^ 
S 
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compose his host. Marking out unhappy man fr 
their prey, tliey attack the seal of life, or tlie seat f 
■understanding ; hurry him off the stage in an instant, 
or make him pine by slow degrees: blasting the 
bloom of life, or, waiting till the decline, according 
to the pathetic picture of Solomon, " Tbey make the 
" strofig men bow themselves, and the keepers of the 
" house tremble ; make the grinders cease ; bring the 
" daughters of music low ; darken the sun, and the 
"moon, and the stars ; scatter fears in the way, and 
" make desire itself to fail, until the silver cord be 
" loosed, and the golden bowl be broken, when the 
" dust returns to the dust as it was, and the spirit as- 
" cends to God who gave it." 

In the third place, we have to consider the change 
which death introduces. 

Man was made after the image of God ; and the 
human form divine, the seat of so many heavenly 
faculties, graces, and virtues, exhibits a temple not 
• unworthy of its Maker. Men in their collected ca- 
pacity, and united as nations, have displayed a wide 
iield of exertion and of glory. The globe hath been 
covered with monuments ot their power, and the 
voice of history transmits their renown from one ge- 
neration to another. But when we pass from the 
living world to the dead, what a sad picture do we 
behold! The fall and desolation of human nature; 
the ruins of man ; the dust and ashes of many gene- 
rationsscattered over the earth. The high and the low; 
the mighty and the mean ; the king and the cottager, 
lie blended together, without any order. The worm 
is the companion, is the sister of him who thought 
himself a diffei-ent species from the rest of mankind. 
A few feet of earth contain the ashes of him who con- 
quered the globe; the shadows of the long night 
stretch over all alike; the monarch of disorder, the 
great leveller of mankind, lays all on the bed of clay 
in equal meanness. In the course of time, the land 
-of desolation becomes still more desolate ; the things 
that were, become as if they had never been ; Baby- 
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Ion is a ruin; her heroes are dust; not a trace re- 
mains of the glory that shone over the earth, and not 
a stone to tell where the master of the world is laid. 
Such, in general, is the humiliating aspect of the 
tomb ; but let us take a nearer view of the house ap- 
pointed for all living. Man sets out in the morning 
of his day, high in hope, and elated with joy. The 
most important objects to him are the companions 
of his journey. They set out together in thecareer.of 
life, and, atter many mutual endearments, walk hand 
in hand through the paths of childhood and of youth. 
It is with a giddy recollection we lookback on the 
past, when we consider the number and the value of 
those, whom unforeseen disaster and the hand of des- 
tiny hath swept from our side. Alas ! when the aw- 
ful mandate tomes from on high concerning men, to 
change the countenance, and to send them away, 
what sad spectacles do they become ! The friends 
whom we knew, and valued, and loved; our com- 
panions in the path of life ; the partners of our ten- 
der hours, with whom we took sweet counsel, and 
walked in company to the house of God, have pass- 
ed to the land of forgetfutness, and have no' more 
connection with the living world. Low lies the head 
that was once crowned with honour. Silent is the 
tongue to whose accents we surrendered the soul, and 
to whose language of friendship and affection we 
wished to listen for ever. Beamless is the eye, and 
closed in night, which looked serenity, and sweet-' 
ness, and love. The face that was to us as the face 
of an angel, is mangled and deformed ; the heart that 
glowed with the purest fire, and beat with the best 
affections, is now become a clod of the valley. 

But shall it always continue so ? If a man die, shall 
he live again? There is hope of a tree if it be cut down; 
but man giveth up the ghost, and where is he ? Has 
the breath of the Almighty, which animated his frame, 
vanished into the air ? Is he who triumphed in the 
hope of immortality, inferior to the worm, his com- 
panion in the tomb ? Will light never rise on the long 
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night of the grave ? Does the mighty flood that has 
Bwept away the nations and the ages, ebb to flow no 
more ? Have the wise and the worthy ; the pious and 
the pore ; the generous and the just; the great and the 
good J the excellent ones of the earthj who, from age 
to age, have shone brighter than all the stars of hea- " 
Ten, withdrawn int6 the shade of annihilation, and set 
in darkness to rise no more ? No. While " the dust 
*' returns to the earth as it was, the spirit shall re- 
" turn unto God who gave it." Life and immorta- 
4ity are brought to light by the Gospel of Christ. 
'* We know, that if our earthly house of this taberna- 
" cle Were dissolved, Wehgye a building of God, an 
*• house not made with^tadtis, eternal in the heavens.*" 
The periods of humahllfe passing away ; the cer- 
tainty of the dissolution whifch awaits us, and the fre- 
quent examples of molality, which continually strike 
our view, lead us to reflect with seriousness upon the 
house appointed for all living. Death is the great 
teacher of mankind ; the voice of wisdom comes from 
the tomb ; reflections, which shew us the vanity, wiH 
tsach U9 the value of life. Such meditations are par- 
ticiilarly suited to beings like us, who are subject to 
infirmities and defects. For such is the weakness of 
human nature in this imperfect state; such is the 
strength of temptation in this evil world, that frail 
Inan is often led astray before he is gware. The ene- 
my of the soul attacks us in every quarter ; approach- 
es often under fiilse colours, and tries every disguise, 
to deceive and to destroy. Vice often borders on 
virtue ; the narrow path and the broad way lie so 
near, that it is difficult to- distinguish them, so as to 
order our goings aright. Inadvertence may frequent- 
ly betray ; the impetuosity of passion may precipi- 
tate, and the gentleness of our own nature mislead us 
into steps fatal to our peace. I speak not of wicked 
men, who acknowledge no guide but their passions, 
and submit to no law, but what one vice imposes up- 
on another. I talk of the sincere and the good. The 
most watchful Christian has his unguarded moments; 
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the most prudent man speaks unadvisedly with his 
lips, and the meekest lets the sun gadown upon his 
wrath ! Alas ! man in his best estate is altogether 
vanity, ^nd always stands in need of the lesson Irom 
the tomb. *' O that they were wise," said Moses, 
" that they ■undei'stood this, that they would consi- 
•' der their latter end !" 
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1 COE. XY- SS, S7. 
O death ! Where is thg sling P O grave ! Where is thy 
victory ? — Thanks be to Ood who givefh us the victo- 
ry, through our Lord Jasus Christ. 

THE Messiah is foretold in ancient prophecy, as 
a magnificent Conqueror- IJis victories werp 
celebrated, and his triumphs were sung, long before 
the time pf his appearance to Israel. "■ Who is this,** 
saith the prophet Isaiah, pointing him out to the Old 
Testament Church, " Who is this that cqmeth from 
*' Edom ; with dyed garments from Bozrah ? This 
" that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the 
" greatness of his strength ?"-r-" I hayft set my King 
. " upon my holy hill of Zion.-— I shall give him the 
" heathen for his inheritance, and tlie uttermost partsj 
" of the earth for his possession.'' As a Conqueror, 
he had to destroy the works of the great enemy of 
mankind ; to overcome death, the I^ing of terrors. 

The method of accomplishing this victory, was-as 
surprising as the love which gave it birth. " Foras- 
" muchas the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
" he himself likewise took part of the same, that 
*' through his own death, he might destroy him that 
" had the power of death, that is the devil, and deliv- 
" er them, who, through fear of death, were all their 
" lifetime subject to bondage." Accordingly, his 
passion on the cross, which you have this day com- 
memorated, was the very victory which he obtained- 
The hour in which he suffered, was also the hour in 
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which he overcame. Then he bruiaed the head of 
the old serpent, who had seduced our first parents to 
rebel against their Maker ; then he disarmed the king 
of terrors, who had usurped dominion over the na- 
tions ; then triumphing over the legions of hell, and 
the powers of darkness, he made a shew of them o- 
penly. Not for himself, but for us did he conquer. 
The Captain of our salvation fought, that We might 
overcome. He obtained the victory, that we may 
join in the triumphal song, as we now do^ when we 
repeatthesewordsof the Apostle; "Odeath! wher§ 
•* 13 thy sting? O grave ! where is thy victory ?" 

It is the glory of the Christian religion, that it 
abounds with consolations under all the evils of life ; 
nor is its benign influence confined to the course of « 
life, but extends to death itself. It delivers us from 
,. the agony of the last hour ; sets us free from the fears 
which then perplex the timid ; from the horrors which 
haunt the onender, though penitent, and from all the 
darkness which involves our mortal state. So com- 
plete is the victory we obtain, that Jesus Christ is 
said in Scripture to have aboiisAed death. 

The evils in death, from which Jesus Christ sets 
us free, are the following : In the ^rsi place, the 
doubts and fears that arc apt to perplex the mind, 
from the uncertainty in which a future state is involv- 
ed. Secondly, the apprehensions of wrath and forebod- 
ings of punishments, proceeding from the conscious^ 
-ness of sin. Thirdly, the fears that arise in the mind 
upon the awful transition from this world to the next< 
In tht Jini place, Jesus Christ gives us victory over 
death, by delivering us from the doubts and fears 
which arose in the minds of those who knew not the 
gospel, from the uncertainty in which a future state 
yvas involved. 

Without Divine Revelation, men wandered in 
the dark with respect to an after life. Unassist- 
ed reason could give but imperfect information 
on this impdrtant article. Conjectures, In place of 
discoveries ; presumptionSj in place of demonstra- 
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-tions, were all that it could offer to the inquiring 
mind. The unenlightened eye could not clearly 
pierce the cloud which veiled futurity from mortal 
view. The light of nature reached little farther than 
"iTie limits of this globe, and shed but a feeble ray up- 
on the region beyond the grave. Hence, those hea- 
then nations, of whom the Apostle speaks, are de- 
scribed as sorrumiag and having no hope. And whence 
could reason derive complete information, that there 

,was a state of iminorlality beyond the grave ? Consult 
with appearances in nature, and you nnd but few in- 
timations of a future life. Destruction seems to be 
one of. the great laws of the system. The various 
forms of life are indeed preserved ; but while the spe- 
cies remains, the individual perishes. Every thing 
that you behold around you bears the marks of mor- 
tality, and the symptoms of decay. He only who is, 
and was, and is to come, is without any variablenesfs 
orshadow of turning. Every thing passes away. A 
great and mighty river, for ages and centuries, has 
been rolling on, and sweeping away all that ever liv- 
ed, to the vast abyss of eternity. On that darkncsa 
light does not rise. From that unknown country 
none return. On that devouring deep, which has 
swallowed up every thing, no vebtige appears of the 
things that were. 

There are particular appearances also which might 
naturally excite an alarm lor the future. The human 
machine is so constituted, that soul and bmly seem- 
often to decay together. To the eye of sense, as the 
beast dies, so dies the man. Death seem? to close 
the scene, and the grave to put a final period to the 
prospects of man. The words of Job beautifully ex- 
press the anxiety of llie mind on this subject. " If 
" a man die, shall he live again ? There is hope of a 
" tree if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, 
" and that the tender branch thereof will not cease'. 
" Though the root thereof ■ wax old in the earth, and 
" the stock thereof die in the ground ; yet through 
" the scent of water it will bud, and bring tbvtli 
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" boogltsHkea plant ; but man dieth, and is cut off: 
** man giveth up the ghost, and where is he ? As the 
** waters tail from the sea ; as the flood decayeth and 
** drieth up : so man lieth down, and rlseth not; tiU 
** the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor 
'* be raised out of their sleep.' But what a dreadful 
prospect does annihilation present to the mind ! To 
be an outcast from existence ; to be blotted oiit from 
the book of life ; to mingle with the dust, and be 
scattered over the earth, as if the breath of life had •' 
never animated our frame ! — Man cannot support the 
thought. Is the light which shone brighter than alt 
the stars of heaven set in darkness, to rise no more ? 
Are all the hopes of man come to this, — to be takeu 
into the councds of the Almighty ; to be admitted to 
behold part of that plan of Providence which governs 
the world, and when his eyes are jast opened, to read 
the book, — to be shut for ever ? If such were to be 
pur state, we WQuId be of ail creatures the most miser- 
able. The world appears a chaos, without form, and 
void of order. From the throne of nature, God de- 
parts, and there appears a cruel and capricious being, 
who delights in death, and makes sport of human 
misery. 

From this state of doubts and fears, we are deliver- 
ed by the Ciospel of Jesus. The message which he 
brought, was life and immortaHty. From tlie Star of 
.lacob, light shone even upon the shades of death. 
As a proof of immortality, he called back the depart- 
ed spirit trom the world unknown ; as an earnest of 
~ the resurrection to a future life, he himself arose from 
the dead. When wecontemplate" the tomb of nature, 
we cry out, " Can these dry bones live ?" When we 
contemplate the tomb of Jesus, we say, "Yes, they 
*' can live!" As he arose, we shall in like manner 
arise. In the tomb of nature, you see man return to 
the dust from whence he was taken. In tlie tomb of 
Jesus, yoH see man restored to life again. In the 
tomb of nature, you see the sliades of death f&U on 
- the weary traveller, and the darkness of the long 
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night close over his hedd. In the tomb of Jesus, you 
see light arise upon the shades of death, and the morn- 
ing dawn upon the long night of the grave. On 
the tomb of nature, it is written, " Behold thy end, 
>' O man! Dust thou art, and unto dust thou shalt 
** return. Thou, who now callest thyself the son of 
*' heaven, shalt become one of the clods of the val- 
" ley." On the tomb of Christ is written, " Thou 
" diest, O man ! but to live again. When dust re- 
** turns to dust, the spirit shall return to God who 
" gave it. I ara the resurrection and the life ; he 
*' uiat believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
" shall he live." From the tomb of nature, yon 
hear a voice, " For ever silent is the land of forget- 
" fulness ? From the slumbers of the grave. ShaU 
" we awake no more ? Like the flowers of the field, 
" shall we be as though we had never been ?" From 
the tomb of Jesus, you hear, " Blessed are the dead 
*' that die in the Lord, thus saith the Spirit, for they 
*< rest from their labours, and pass into glory :— rln 
*' my Father's house, there are many mansions ; if ifc 
*' were not so, I would have told you : I go to pre-r 
F' pare a place for you, and if I go away, I will come 
*' again, and take you unto myself, that where I am, 
^* there ye may be also." 

Will not this assurance of a happy immortality, 
and a.blessed resurrection, in a great measure remove 
the teri*or, and the sting of death ? May we not walk 
without dismay through the dark valley, when we 
are conducted by a beam from heaven ? May we not 
endure the tossings of one stormy night, when it car-! 
ries us to the snore that we long for ? What cause 
have we to dread the messenger who brings us to our 
Father's house ? Shputd not our fears, about futurity 
abate, when we hear God addressing us with respect 
to death,, as he did the Patriarch of old, upon going 
to Egypt,,;' Fear not to go down to the grave ; 1 will 
** go down with thee, and will bring thee up again." 

Seamdi^, our victory over death consists in our be- 
Jng delivered from the apprehensions of wrath and 
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farebodlngs of parliament, which arise in the mind 
from the consciousness of sin. 

That there is a Got! who governs the world, the 
patron of righteousness, and the avenger of sin, is so 
manifest from the light of nature,. that the belief of it 
has obtained among all nations. That it shall be well ' 
with the righteous, and ill with the wicked ; that God 
■will reward those who diligently seek him, and punish 
those who transgress his laws, is the principle apon 
which all religion is founded. But whether mercy be 
an attribute in the Divine nature' to sucl> an extent 
that God may be rendered propitious to those who re- 
feel against his authority, and disobey his command- 
ments, is an inquiry to which no satisfectory answer 
can be made. Many of the divine attributes are con- 
spicuous from the works of creation ; the power, the 
wisdom, and the goodness of God, appear in creat- 
ing, the worid [ in superintending that worid which 
he has made ; in diffusing life wide over the system 
of things, and providing the means of happiness to 
all his creatures. But from no appearances in nature 
does it clearly follow, that the exercise of mercy to 
offenders is part of the plan by which the universe is 
governed. For any thing that we know from the 
jUght of nature, repentance alone may not bp suffici- 
ent to procure the remission of sins, the tears of 
contrition may be unavailable to wash away the stains 
of a guilty life, and the Divine iavour ma^ be im- 
plored in vain by those who have become obnoxious 
to the Divine displeasure. If in the calm and serene 
hour of inquiry, man could find no consolation in 
such thoughts, how would he be overwhelmed with 
horror, when his mind was disordered with a sense of 
guilt ? When remembrance brought his former life to 
view, when reflection pierced him to the heart, dark- ■ 
ness would spread itself over his mind. Deity would 
appear an object of terror, and the spirit, wounded by 
remorse, would discern nothing but an offended 
Judge armed with thunders to punish the guilty. If, 
in the' day of health and prosperity, these reflections 
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were so powerful to embitter life, they woutd tee m 
soiirce of agony and despair when the last hour ap- 
proached, When life 'flows according to our wishes, 
we^nj^y endeavour to conceal our sins, and shut our 
ears gainst the voice of conscience. But these arti- 
fices will avail little at the hour of death. Then 
thing^ appear in their true colours. Then con- 
science tells the truth, and the mask is talcen off 
from tlie man, when our sins at that hour pass before 
an in ireview. (juilty and ppUi^ted as we are, covered 
with confusion, how shall we appear at the judgment 
seal of God, and answer at tnc bar of eternal jus- 
tice ? How shall dust and ashes stand In the pre- 
sence of that uncreated Glory, before which princi- . 
palities and powers bow down, tremble; and adore ? 
How- shall guilty and self-condemned creatures ap- 
pear before him, in whose sight the heavens are not 
clean, ^nd who chargethrhis angels with folly } This 
ia the sting of death. It is guilt that sharpens the 
spear of the king of terrors. But even in this view 
we have victory over death, tjirough Jesus Christ our 
Lord- By his death upon the cross, an atonement 
was- inade for the sins pf men. The wrat^i of God 
was" averted from the vvorld. A great plap of recon- 
ciliation, is now unfolded in the gospel. Under the . 
banner of the cross, pardon is proclaimed to return- 
ing penitents. They who accept the o^era of mercy, 
and wlib fly for refuge to the hope- set befbre'them, 
are taken into favour; their sins are forgiven, and 
their names are written in the book of fife. Over 
them- death has no power. The king pf terrors is 
transfbrmed into an angel of peace, to waft them to 
their native country, where they long to be. 

This, O Christian ! the death of tny Redeemer, is 
thy stft'Ong consolation ; thy eflPectual remedy against 
the faar of death. What evil can come nigh to him 
for whom Jesus died ? Does the law which thou hast 
broken, denounce vengeance against thee ? Behold 
that taw fulfilled in the meritorious life of thy Re- 
deemer, Does the sentence of wrath pronounced 
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against the posterity of Adam sound ia thine ears? 
^hold that sentence blotted out, that hand-zDfiiing, 
as the Apostle calls it, cancelled, nailed to thjfSavi- 
our'a cross, and lef^ there as a trophy of his victory. 
Art thou afraid that the cry of thy offences m£(y rise 
to heaven, and reach the ears of justice? There is 
no place for it there ; in room of it ascends the 
voice of that blood which speaketh better things than 
the blood of Abel. Does the enemy of inankirid ac- 
.cuse thee at the judgment-seat ? He is put to silence 
by thy Advocate and Intercessor at tne righe hand 
of thy Father. Does death appear to thee in a form 
of terror, and ,hoId out his sting to alarm thy rftind? 
His terror is removed, and his sting was pulled out 
by that hand, which, on mount Calvary, wa^fixed 
to the accursed tree, ■ Art thou afraid that tge ar- 
rows of Divine wrath which smite the guilty, may be 
aimed at thy head? Before they can tout^i^thee, 
they must pierce that body, which, in the symbols of 
divine institution, was this day held forth crucified 
among you, and which at the right hand of the Ma- 
jesty in the heavens, is for ever presented in behalf 
of the redeemed. Well then may ye join in the tri« 
umphant song of the Apostle, " O death ! where is 
*' thy sting ? O grave ! where is tliy victory ?'* 

In the third place, Jesus Christ gives us victory 
over death, by yielding us consolation and relief un- 
der the fears that arise in the mind upon tlic awful 
transition from this world to the next. 

Whoever left the precincts ot mortality without 
casting a wishful look on what he left behind, and^a 
trembling eye on the scene that is before him ? IJeirig 
formed by our Creator for enjoyments even iii this 
life, we are endowed with a sensibility to the objects 
around us. We have affections, and we delight to 
indulge them : we have hearts, and we want to bestow 
them. Bad as the world is, we find in it objects of , 
affection aiid attachment. Even in thi^ waste and 
howling wilderness, there are spots of verdure aipd of 
. beauty, of power tocharp.the mind,.and ma)cejtts 
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cry out, " It Is good for us t6 be here." When, af- 
ter the observation and experience of years, we have 
found out the objects of the soul, and met with minds 
coQgenidI to our own, what pangs must it give to the 
heart, to think of parting for ever ? We even contract 
an attachment to unanimate objecta. The tree under 
whose shadow we have often sat ; the fields where we 
have frequently strayed ; the hill, the scene of coQ" 
templation, or the haunt of friendship, become objects 
of passion to the mind, and upon our leaving them, 
excite a temporary sorrow and regret. If these things 
can affect us with uneasiness, how great must be the 
afBiction, when stretched on that bed from which we 
shall rise no move, and looking about for tiie last time 
on the sad circle of our weeping friends, — how great 
must be the a01iction, to dissolve at once ail the at- 
tacliments of life : to bid an eternal adieu to the 
friendstwhom we have loved, and to part for ever with 
alt that is dear below the sun ! But let not the Chris- 
tian lie disconsolate. He parts with the objects of 
his affection, to meet them again ; to meet them in a . 
better world, where change never enters, and from 
whose blissful mansions sorrow flies away. At the re- 
surrection of the just; in the great assembly of the 
sons of Gotl, when all the family of heaven are gather- 
ed together, not one person shall be missing that was 
worthy of thy affection or esteem. Andif among Jm- 
l)erfect_«reatures, and in a troubled world, the kind, 
the tender, and the generous affections, have such 
power to charm the heart* that even the tears which 
ihey occasion, delight us, what joy unspeakable and 
glorious will they produce, when they exist in perfect . 
minds, and are improved by the purity of the hea- 
vens. 

Christianity also gives us consolation in the transi- 
tion firom this world to the next. Every change in 
life awakens anxiety ; whatever is unknown, is the ob- 
ject of fear; no wonder then that it is awful and a- 
Jarming to nature, to think of that time when the 
hour of. our departure is at hand ; when this animal 
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frame shall be dissolved, and the mysterious bond be- 
tween soul and body shall be broken. Even the visi- 
ble effects of mortality are not without terror : to have 
no more a name among the living ; to pass into the 
doijiinions of the dead ; to have the worm for a com- 
panion and a sister, are events at which nature shud- 
ders and starts back. But more awful still is the in- 
visible scene, when the curtain between both worlds 
shall be drawn back, and the soul naked and disembo- 
died appear in tlie presence of its Creator. Even un- 
der these thoughts, the comforts of Christianity may 
delight thy soul. Jesus, thy Saviour has the keys of 
death; the abodes of the. dead are part of his. king- 
dom. He lay in the grave, and hallowed it for the 
repose of the just. Before our Lord ascended up on 
high, he said to his disciples, " I go to my- Father, and 
♦' to your Father, to iny God, and to your God ;*' 
and when the time of your departure is at hand, yoit 
go to your Father, and his Father, to your God, and 
his God. 

Enlightened by these discoveries, trusting, to the 
inerits of his Redeemer, and animated with the hopa 
which is set before him, the Christian will depart with 
tranquillity and joy. To him the bed of death will 
not be a scene of terror, nor the last hour an hour of 
despair. There is a majesty in the death of the Chris* 
tian : He partakes of the spirit of that world to which 
he is advancing, and he meets hia latter end with a 
&ce that looks to the heavens. 
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Psalm xcvii. !. 
The Lord reigaeih, l&t ike earth rejoice. 

TO thinking men, the universe presents a scene of^ 
wonders. They find themselves brought into 
tiie world, they know not how-. If they look around 
them, they behold the earth clothed with an infinite 
variety of herbs and fruits, Bubservient to their use, or 
sdministering ;to their delight. If they look above 
them, they behold the host of heaven walking in biight- 
iless and iti beauty ; the sun ruling the day ; the moon 
and the stars governing the night. If they attend to 
the course of nature, they behold with wonder the va- 
rious revolution? of the year; the gradual return 0;f 
theseafions, and the constant vicissitu<le of day an^ 
ofnightv Whilst thusthey are employed, they be- 
hold m the heavens the glory of their Creator ; they 
. discover in the firmament the handi\vork of Qqinipo- 
tence, and they hear the voice that nature sends oqf 
to the ends of the earth, — that all things are the work- 
manship of a supreme and intelligent Ca^ise. As from 
these events they conclude the Almighty to be the-Ma- 
ker bf the world ; from the same events, they conclude 
that he is the Governor of the world which he iiath 
made, and that Divine power is as requisite to preserve 
the order and harmony of the world now, as it was 
necessary to establish it at the first. But when expe- 
rience unfolded to them the powers of natural bodies ; 
Vhen they saw machines contrived by human skill, ex- 
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Jilbiting motions, and producing efFectSj similar tdthose 
which they observed in nature, by the impulse of mat- 
ter upon matter ; and when they saw these machines re- 
gularly exhibiting such motions, regularly producing 
such effects, although the head that contrived, and 
the hand that put them together ; were removed from 
them ; this raised an opinion, in some speculative 
minds, that the world resembled such machines ; and 
that, as a clock will shew the hour of the day, in vir- 
tue of its original frame and constitution, without any 
further interposition of the artificer that framed it, so 
nature, in virtue of its original fi^me and constitution, 
may, and does produce eveiy effect which we see a- 
round us, without any further interposition of its Di* 
■ tine Author. 

This opinion is frequently mentioned and confuted 
in the Sacred Scriptures. Those men are condemned 
whose belief it was, that, In the course of human af- 
feirs, the Lord would not do good, neither would he ■ 
do any evil. Although I seldom choose to carry you 
through the barren and unpleasant fields of controversy, 
yet as this question affects so deeply ourreljgious com- 
fortin this state, and our hopes of happiness in afuture. 
world, I shall consider it at large, and shall, in the 
^st place, shew you the absurdity of that opinion 
whicn would exclude God from the government of 
the world.— ^Sffco«(i7y, establish and confirm the doc- ' 
trine of a />ar/(ca/<w Providence. — Thirdlif^ shew you 
the grounds of joy arising to the world from such a 
Providence. 

In t\ie_firsl place, I am to shew you the absurdity 
of that opinion which would exclude God from the 
government of the world. 

It has been thought by some, '• That the Creator 
" of the universe formed the constitution of nature in 
'* such a manner at the beginning, as to stand in need 
"of no succeeding change; that he estaWishcd cer- 
*' tain laws in the material and in the moral-world, 
" which uniformly and invariably take place, produ- 
" cing all the eflkcts which he ever intended thev 
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" should produce ; as when ail artist frames a machine 
" for certain purposes, and for a limited duration, the 
" efiects which result from it spring not from the im- 
" mediate direction, and influence of the artist, but 
" from the original frame and composition of the ma- 
" chine." Such is the opinion of those who hold what 
they call a generat Providence. We, on the other hand, 
maintain that " Almighty God upon special occa- 
*' sions, directs and over-rules the course of events, 
*' both in the natural and moral world, by an imme- 
" diate influence, to answer the great designs of his 
** universal government." 

With respect to a general Providence, this mechan- 
ical system, this engme by which some persons would 
throw out the superintending Providence of Heaven, 
is a creature of the brain. It is a mere presumption. 
It is by its own nature incapable of proof. From 
whence should the evidence arise ? Art thou, who 
exciudest God from his works, intrusted with the se- 
crets of Heaven ? Wert thou present when God laid 
the foundations of the world ? Wert thou privy to his 
councils ? Or do you now see, or can you shew, that 
original cause, or those original causes, established by 
God at the creation, from which all the various ef- 
fects in nature may be deduced, and into which they 
may mechanically be resolved ? Can you shew thq 
immediate cause of lightning or of rain, or of any 
other phenomenon in nature, and from the immediate 
cause ascend to the second, from the second to the 
third, and s^o upward till you come to the last link of 
the chain, which hangs immediately upon the throne 
of God ? Tlus can be done in the worVs of art. An 
artist will shew you the dependence of all the move- 
ments in a machine upon one another ;. and when you 
are as well acquainted with the fabric of the world, 
asyou may be with the structure of a machine, you may 
speak of your chain of mechanical causes and effects. 
Jiut alas f the most improved philosophy can do no 
more but skim the surface of things ; and in its pro- 
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gress from the immediate visible to the Brst invisible 
cause* at one or two removes, it finds its period, be- 
yond which it cannot go. 

Furdier, this mechanical system of governinethe 
world without the immediate interposition of theDei- 
ty, undermines the foundation of all religious wor-. 
uiip. When we pray for our daily bread, what do 
we ask but the blessing of God upon the earth, to yield 
ber fruits in due season ? When we ask the blesa* 
ing of God upon our meals, what do we less than re- 
cognize his supreme power, and implore him to make 
the gifts of his Providence the means of our suste- 
nance and refreshment? This disclaims every notion 
of natural causes and efiects that shuts out God ; it 
supposes his concurrence and co-operation directing 
all the operations of nature. Again» when we pray 
for the graces and virtues of the spiritual life, what 
do we ask but the Divine aid to strengthen the good 
dispositions he hath already given us, and so to direct 
and order the course of events, that we may be kept 
from temptation, or not be overcome when we are 
tempted ? But this supposes the superintendance of 
Crod over us ; supposses his interposition in human 
affairs { supposes his Providence continually exerted 
in administering to the wants of his creatures, accord- 
ing as their circumstances require. If this account 
be just, then our worship is a reasonable service. But 
if these are vain words, then our worship also is vain. 
Then every one that goes into his closet to pray, goes 
only to act foolishly ; tiien all the good and the pious, 
everywhere over the face of the whole earth, that are 
calling upon the Most High God, are as uselessly, as 
absurdly employed, as if uiey were falling down be- 
fore a dumb idol, and paying their devotions to ima- 
ges of wood or stone. 

Further still, this mechanical system, in a great 
measure, annihilates the moral perfections of the Di- 
vine nature. It places tlie Almighty in a state of in- 
dolence, which is inconsistent with every idea of 
perfection ; it makes him an idle and unconcerned 
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spectator of liia own works, and represents Inm as 
beholding virtue and vice, the sinner and the saint, 
with an equal eye. There are many scenes in human. 
life, at which, if we were present, it would be crimi- 
nal for us not to take a part. Did we see the lianda' 
of the violent raised to shed innocent blood, and not 
rush to prevent the horrid deed ; did we know the re- 
treats of the robber and murderer, and not endeavotir 
to bring them to public justice, we wonld be reckoti- 
ed in part guilty of their crimes, as, by a criminal o* 
mission, we should endanger the peace of the public, 
and the interests of society. If we tieing evil, would 
abhor such a character, shall we impute it, can we 
impute it to Him who is infinite in goodness, and 
who is possessed of absolute perfection ? To what pur- 
pose is God everywhere present, if he is not eveiy-* 
where employed ? Whereto serves infinite power, if 
it must be for ever dormant ? Whereto serves infinite 
wisdom, if it is never to be exercised ? To what pur- 
pose are the Divine goodness, and the Divine justice, 
if we only hear of their names? Are all the attributes 
of the Godhead in vain ? How false, how absurd, how 
■ blasphen^ouSt is an opinion that would destroy every 
Divine perfection ! 

I have thus shewn you the absurdity of that system 
which would exclude God from the government of 
the universe, and 1 am now, in the secoW place, to 
establish and confirm the doctrine of a particular Pro- 
vidence. This doctrine is tbunded'both upon reason 
and tlie Scriptures. 

Reason and true philosophy never attempt to sepa- 
rate God from his works. We must own him in the 
sky to hold the planets in their respective orbits ; we 
must own him in the earth, and iu the seas, to keep 
them within their proper bounds, and we must owa 
him through the whole system of nature, to support 
and maintain that gravitating force which gives con- 
sistency and stability to all material things. Reason 
tells us, that it is not probable that the Creator of the 
universe would forsake that world which he had made ; 
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that it i? not probable tbat a Being, possessed of infi- 
nite perfection, can be an idle and unconcerned speq< 
tator of Iiis own works. 

But our chief evidence for this doctrine rests upon 
Revelation. Mankind obtained early notices of the 
Divine superintendencCj by peculiar intei-positions. 
In the history of the Old Testament, we have an ac- 
count of the loss of Paradise by sin ; of the banish- 
ment of Cain for the murder of his brother ; of the 
translation of Eiiocli, as the reward of his righteous- 
ness ; of the wickedness of the old world, and its de- 
struction by the deluge, Noah and his family only ex- 



cepted, who, by the eminence of his piety, found 
grace in the sight of God to become the Father of the 
new world. >Vn.cn this new world revolted from God, 



and ran into. idolatry, we see Abi-aham called out to 
l>e the head of a mighty nation, which grew up and 
Nourished, by a series of the most wonderful provi- 
clencics ; governed by laws of God's own appoint- 
luent ; with promises of protection and blessing, so 
long 3S they should be obedient, and threatenings of 
punishment and destruction, if they fell off to serve 
other gods ; which in the event were punctually veri- 
fied. This ^vas ii visible and a standing evidence of 
a governing Providence. The doctrine was thus esta- 
blished upon ^ higher authority than .reason, and upon 
better evidence than the light of nature. God reveal- 
ed himself to men as the Governor of the world, the 
avenger of the wicked, and the protector of the good. 
But altltough in administering the affairs of the uni- 
verse, the object of Providence should be to depress 
the bad and to favour the good ; yet an exact retribu- 
tion of rewards and punishments was none of the ends 
of his administration in this scene of things. This 
would have defeated the plan of his Providence, and 
superseded the necessity of a day of judgment. 
NevertliQif^, he would frequently interpose to punish 
signal wickedness, or reward illustrious virtue. Thus, 
in the early ages of the world, he did often miracu- 
iously interpose, to let the nations understand that he 
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took notice of th^r righteous or unrighteous deeds ; 
that he had power to vindicate the honour of his laws, 
and to make examples whenever it was requisite, fop 
the correction and reformation of men. Miraculous 
interpositions were not intended to be permanent or 
perpetual ; yet the Frovidenoe of God was not to 
cease. Accordingly, he took care to inform us, that 
what in the first ages he had done visibly, and, by mi- 
racles, he would do in the latter ages by the invisible 
direction of natural causes. The Scripturesareso full 
of this notion, that it would be endless to be patticu* 
lar. You may read the twentyTcight chapter of Deu- 
teronomy, where you will see all the powers of na- 
ture summoned as instruments in the hands of the Al- 
mighty, to execute the purposes of his. will }<-fwhero 
you behold them commissioned to feyouT the good 
with national prosperity, with domestic contforts, with 
safety from their enemies, with fruitful seasons, with 
a numerous offspring, and with an abundance of all 
blessings ^-rcommiasioned to punish (he wicked with 
national distresses, with indigence, with slavery, vrith 
destructions and molestations of every l^ind, by war* 
by famine, and by all sorts of diseases, From all 
which, the plain inference is this, that the most com- 
mon and most familiar eyents, are under the direction 
of God, and by him are used as instrun^^nts, ejther 
for the hurt, or for the good of men. 

How this particular Providence operates, may, in 
some degree, be conceived by us. Man, in his limits 
ed sphere, can take some direction of natural causes. 
You can direct the element of fire either to warm er 
to consume ; the elements of air and water to cherish 
and to annoy : does not that power, then, in a more 
illustrious manner, belong to God f Is it not as easy 
for Jfimy think you, to give laws to the tempest, 
where to spend its force; to direct the meteor flying 
in the air, where to fall, and whom to consume ? Are 
the elemental and subterraneous firfes bound up ? be 
can let them loose. Are tliey broken loose ? he can 
collect them as in the hollow of his hand. And all 
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this he performs, without unhinging the general sys- 
tem, and witlK)ut any visible tokens to us, that he is 
at all concerned, though in truth he is the effective 
agent. In like manner, we may comprehend, in some 
measure, how God may direct, not only the motions 
of the inanimate and passive part of the creation, tfut- 
also the determinations of free agents, to answer the 
purposes of His Providence. iTie hearts of men are 
m the hand of the Lord, as much as the rivers of 
water. This does not in the least destroy tl»e freedom 
oS btraian actions. livery one knows that the acts of 
free agents are determined by circumstances ; and 
these circunjstances are always in the hand of God. 
The dispositions and resolutions of men are apt to 
vary, according to the different turn or flow ot their 
spirits, or thelrdifferent situations in life, as to health 
of sickness, strength or weakness, joy or sorrow ; 
and by the direction of these, God may raise up ene- 
mies, or create friends, stir up war, or make peace. 
Take, as an instance, the history of Haman. That 
wicked man had long meditated the destruction of 
Mordecai the Jew, and rather than not satiate his 
vengeance upon him, would involve the whole Jew- 
ish nation in utter destruction, lie at last obtained 
a decree sentencing this whole people to the sword ; 
and the day was fixed. In this crisis of their fate, 
how was the chosen nation to be delivered ? Was 
God visibly and miraculously to interjjosc in favour 
of his own people? This he could have done ; but he 
chose rathe4" to act according to the ordinary train of 
second causes, lie who giveth sleep to his beloved, 
withheld it from Ahasuerus, the monarch pt Persia. 
In order to pass the night, he called for the records 
of his reign. There he found it written, that Morde- 
cai had detected a conspiracy formed against the life 
of the king, and that he had never been rewarded for 
it. By this single circumstance, a sudden reverse 
took place. Mordecai was advanced to honour and 
rewards ; the villainy of Haman was detected ; the 
decree fatal to the Jews was revoked ; and the nation 
VOL. I. L 
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of the ^ews was sared from instant destraction. In 
like manner, in the history of Joseph, and other hi<i< 
torles of the Old Testament, you see the most fami- 
liar events made instrunients m the hand of God toi 
effect the purposes of bis will. 

There is then a particular Providence. The arni 
6f the Almighty, reaching from heaven to earth, i^ 
continually employed. . All things are full of Ck>d. 
In the regions of the air ; in the bowels of the earth ; 
and in the chambers of the sea, his power is feltl 
Bvery event in life is under his direction i^nd con- 
troul. Nothing is fortuitous oj- accidental. Let m^ 
caution you, howeyer, against abusing this doctrine* 
by judging of the characters of persons from theil' 
Outward circumstances. It is tO' be remembered', 
that the present life is not a state of recompende, but 
il state of trial ; consequently, men are not dealt with 
in outward dispensations according to their ti'u^ cha- 
racter. The goods of Nature arid Providence are dis- 
tributed indiscriminately among mankind. ' The suii 
shines, tjie rain falls upon the just and the unjust. 
It is a dangerous error, therefore, to judge of moral 
character from external condition in life.- ' This wa^ 
the error of Job's friends; this the foundation of the 
censures they cast against this excellent person, and 
for which they were reproved. The intention of thtf 
book of Job is, to shew the falsene&s of that'supposi- 
tion, by representing the incomprehensi'ble Majesty 
of God, and the unsearchable nature of His works'. 
Many instances in Scripture confirm the truth of this 
observation. Who, that.saw David reduced to straits^ 
wandering for refuge in the rocks and dens of the 
wilderness, woutd have believed him to be the princb 
whom God had chosen ? Who, that beheld Nebu- 
chadnezzar walking in his palace, surrounded witti 
all the pomp and splendour of the east, would have 
believed him to be the object of Divine displeasure* 
arid that the decree was gone out, that he was to be 
driven among the beasts ^ M'^ho, that beheld our 
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Xi6Td in the form of a serrant, would have believed 
that he was the Master o{ Nature ? 

I am, lastlfft to deduct the practical consequences 
from the doctrine, by shewing you the grounds of 
joy and consolation that it gives to the world. 

In XYitfirst place, the doctrine of a superintending 
Providence yields us joy and consolation with res- 
pect to our lot in life. Many persons are accustomed 
to complain concerning their situation and circum- 
stances in the world. Their desires and their fortune 
do not correspond ; they think that they are mispla- 
ced by Providence, and look upon the lot of their 
neighbours as more eligible than their ovim. It is 
impossible, in the present system of thinss, that all 
men can be alike. Nature, through alt Tier works, 
delights in variety. Though every flower is beauti- 
ful and every star is glorious ; yet one flower excel- 
leth another in beauty, and one star exceodeth another 
in glory. There are also diversities in human IJfct 
and a beautiful subordination prevails amongst man- 
kind. The Father of spirits hath communicated him- 
self to men^ in different degrees. But although all 
men cannot be alike ; yet all men may enjoy a great 
measure of happiness. £very station m lite possesses 
its comforts and advantages. In those comparisons 
you make of your lift with tlMit of others, when you 
would wish to exchange places with some of your 
more fortunate neighbours, do you not always find 
Something in which you have the superiority ? Is there 
not some talent of the mind, some quality of the 
heart, something where you think your strength lies, 
some one source of enjoyment which you would wish 
still to retain ? Is not this the testimony of nature, 
that you a:re happier in that path of lite, than you 
would be in another ? Wherever you are placed by 
Providence, the station appointed is the post of ho- 
nour. A general, in the day of battle, marshals his 
army according as he sees proper, and distributes the 
posts of danger, and importance, according to the 
courage and the conduct of his soldiers. Your Com- 
S 
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mander knows your abilities better than you do your- 
selves: he prescribed to you the duty you have to 
execute; and he maiked out the path in which you 
are to seek for honour and immortality. It is from 
your discharge of these offices assigned to you, that 
the Happiness of your life, and the perfection of your 
character, are to arise. It is not fi'oin the sphere they 
hold in life, but -from the lustre they cast around 
them in that si)here, that men rank in the Divine es- 
timation, and figure in the annals of eternity. If, 
with five talents, you gain five more, or if, even with 
one talent, you gain another, you are as praise-worthy 
as he who, with ten talents, gaineth other ten talents. 
. Further, as in a kingdom, every high-way leads to 
the capital ; as in a circle, every line terminates in 
the centre ; so, in the wide circle of nature, every line 
terminates in heaven ; and every path in life conducts 
alike to the great city of God. The present state is 
intimately connected with the future ; the life which 
we now lead; is an education for the life which is 
to come. If your mind were enlarged to comprehend 
all tlio connections and dependencies of things, if 
your eyes were opened to take in the whole of your 
immortal existence, you would then see and acknow- 
ledge, that Providence had assigned to you the very- 
station yon would have wished to fill ; the very part 
you would have chosen to act. Trusting, therefore, 
in that iiod who presides over the universe ; assured 
of tiiatvvisdom and goodness which direct the whole 
train of the Divine administrations, eaclj of us may 
express our joy iiv the words of the Psalmist : " The 
"lines have fallen to me in'pleasant places; I have a 
V goodly heritage : The Lord is the portion of mine 
" inheritance; the Lord will command the blessing, 
•^ even life, for ever more.*' 

In the second place, this doctrine will yield us con- 
solation during the afflictions which we meet with in 
life. If we believed that the universe was a 8tate,of 
anarchy, confusion, and uproar, that the GovernoP«f 
the uorld was a cruel an*! malignant being, wUq 
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made sport of human misery, and took pleasure in 
punishing his unhappy creatures ; such a thought 
would overwhelm the mind ; it would turn the gloom 
of adversity into the shadow of death, and mingle 
poison in the cup of bitterness which we are doomed 
to drink. But tlie Scriptures inform us, that the dark 
dispensations of Providence are part of that plan 
which has the good of the world for its object ; take 
their rise from the goodness of our Father in heaven ; 
are intended for the reformation and hnal blessedness 
of his children. The same word of lite which says> 
" Blessed is the man whom thou choosest and itiakest 
" approach unto thee," says also, " Blessed is the 
" man whom thou cbastenest." So far from being 
marks of the Divine wrath, the afflictions of lite are 
tokens of the Divine love. While heedless and un- 
thinking we go astray, God interests himself in our 
favour, and sends these his messengers to bring us to 
himself. It is but a narrow and imperfect view we 
take of afflictions, when we consider them only as 
trials. They are not so much intended for the trial 
as for the cultivation of virtue. They are sent by 
Providence, to mortify your unruly passions; to wean 
you from the world ; to prepare you for heaven : 
rhey are sent for the improvement of your nature; 
for the increase of your graces, and for the supera- 
bounding of your joy to all eternity. When under 
the afflicting hand of Heaven, therefore, you are 
standing a candidate for immortality ; you are singled 
out by Providence to exert the part of a Christian, 
and you are called fortli to exhibit to the world a 
pattern of the suffering virtues. He is but a novice 
in the school of Christ, who has not learned to suffer, 
'i'he best affections of the heart, the noblest graces of 
the soul, the highest virtues of life, the offering that 
is most acceptable to Heaven, arise from the pro- 
per improvement of adversity. The blessed above, 
whom the Prophet saw arrayed in white before the 
throne, came out of great tribulation; the blessed a- 
bove, whom he heard singing the song of Moses and 



dov Google 



•»• SEHMON Vllt. 

the Lamb teamed the first notes of it on the bed of' 
Borrow. 

Such is the intention of afflictions which Provi^- 
dence sends, and even under these afflictions God ia 
with his people You are ever under the hand of a 
merciful Creator, who doth not afflict willingly, nor 
grieve the children of men : he knoweth your frame i 
he remembereth that you are but dust ; he will af- 
flict you no further than you are able to bear ; and 
as your days are, he hath promised that your strength 
shall be. Nay, in all your afflictions he is present 
with you, and the hand that bruised you binds up 
the wound. Let not then your hearts be troubled. 
Bear up under the pressure of woe. Rejoice, be- 
cause the Lord reigneth, and exult in the language 
of the Prophet : " Although the fig-tree should not 
" blossom, nor fruit be found in the vine ; though 
"the labour of the olive should &il, and the field 
" should yield no meat; though the flocks should be 
" cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in 
" the stall, yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy 
'* in the God of ray salvation." 

Tkirdlf), with respect to appearances of moral evil 
and disorder, it is afflicting to the mind to behold 
disorder in the universe of God : bad men often ex- 
alted, while the good man's lot is bitterness and pain '. 
virtue depressed, and vice triumphant. He who 
caused light to arise out of darkneBs, and order and 
beauty to spring from chaos and confusion, can cor- 
rect these irregularities. He not only restrains^ and 
says, " Hitherto, and no further:" He also overrules 
and makes the wrath of men to praise him. Hear 
how he gives commission, and sends Senacherib a- 
gainst Israel, as a general sends a weapon of war. 
** O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, I will send him 
*< against an hypocritical nation, and against the peo- 
'* pie of my wrath, to tread them down like the mire 
" of the streets. Howbeit he meaneth not so, nci- 
" ther doth his heart think so ;*' that is, neither doth 
his heart think that he is a mere instrument in tb« 
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hand of God. David was raised to the throne of 
Israel by those steps which his foes devised against 
him. The enemy of mankind, seducing our first pa- 
rents, was the means of their being elevated to a 
greater degree of happiness and glory. 

Lastly^ with respect to our departure from this 
world, and entering upon a new state of being. We 
Itnow that the time is appointed, when dust shall re- 
turn unto dust, and the spirit unto God who gave it. 
But it is awful, it is alarming, to nature, to call up 
the hour when the union between soul and body shall 
be dissolved ; when our connection with all that we 
held dear in life shall be broken off; when we shall 
enter upon a new state of existence, and become in- 
habitants of the world unknown. But even then the 
Providence of God will give us comfort. The Lord 
reigneth king for ever and ever. The dominions of 
the deed are part of his kingdom ; time and eternity, 
^e world that now is, and the world that is to come, 
confess him for their Lord. When thou goest through 
Hie dark valley, he wilt go with thee : in the hour of 
dissolving nature, he will support thy spirit. Thou 
canst hot go but where God is. Around thee is in- 
Bnite love, and underneath thee are the everlasting 
^rms. 
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Proverbs iv, 18. 

The path of the Just is as the shining light, thai sMneth 
more and more ^nlQ thepe^ect day. 

eUMAN life has been often compared to ajouf' 
ney, for this as well as for other reasons, that 
we are always making pro<jre88 in our way. In what- 
ever path we set out, there is no standing still. Evil 
men wax worse and worse: the corruptions of their 
nature gather strength: the vices which th«y have 
contracted grow into habit; the evil principle is for 
ever on the increase, till, having attained theascendr 
ant over the whole man, it subjects hira entirely to 
its own power, the willing and obedient servant, of 
9tn. Good men, on the other hand, make advances, 
in the paths of righteousness. The grace of God, 
which is given unto them, lies not dormant. The 
better mind with which they are endowed, incites 
them to virtue: the new rjaturc which they have put 
on, pants after perfection. They give all diligence 
to add to their faith virtue, and to virtue temperance, 
and to temperance brotherly kindness^ and to ofotber- 
ly kindness charity, until, having abounded in every 

food work, they perfect holiness in the fear of the 
lOrd. Such a life is here called the path ofthejusl. 
By the Just in Scripture, are not meant those who 
merely abstain from doing unjust and injurious things 
to their neighbours. The just marl is he who pos- 
sesses that sincerity of heart, and that integrity of the 
whole life which God requires of man. 

The life of such a man is here compared to the light 
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tot the fndrning. Nothing in iiHture is more lovely 
than the fight. WJien the Spirit began to move upon 
tlie face ot' the deep, light v/as the first effect yf his 
creating pgwer; and when the six day's work was 
finishei:!, light coltected and centred in the sun^ con- 
tinued to be the grandest and most beautiful work of 
nature ; so grand and beautiful, that among many of 
the heathen nations it was worKhipj>ed as the visible 
(livinity of the world. What light is to the face of 
external nature, the beauty of holiness is to the soul. 
It is the brightest ornament of an immortal spirit ; it 
throws a glory over all the faculties of man i and forms 
that robe of beauty with which thetj shine, who walk 
in K/hite before the throne of God. 

But it is chiefly on account of its progressive na- 
tiircj that the path of the just is here compared to the 
shining lig'iit. In order to illustrate this, I shall, in ■ 
Ihe ^rst place, Shew how we shall know if we have 
made progress in the paths of righteousness. Second- 
lij, Give you some directions how to make further pro- 
gress. 'I'kirdltf, Exhort you to a life of progressive 
virtue. 

1 am first, then, toshew how we shall know if we 
have made progress In the paths of righteousness. 

In the ^first place, let me ask you, are you sensible 
of your faults and imperfections f The first indica- 
tion of wisdom is to confess our ignorance, and the 
(irst step to virtue is to be sensible of our own imper- 
fections. The novice in science is puffed up with his 
early discoveries ; when the first ray of wisdom is let 
in upon his mind, he thinks that by it he can see and 
know all things; deeper views and maturer reflection' 
convince him how little he knows- In like manner, 
he knows little of religion, and has been but a short 
time in the school of Christ, who is blind to his own 
imperfections. Our fall from innocence was by pride, 
and we imvst rise by hulitility.— ^" He that huiubleth 
" himself shall be exalted," is the doctnne which ouf 
Lord delivered u^on all occasions. Till we feel our 
pwn weakness, we can nevei: be strong in the Lord ;'. 
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we never can rise in the Divine sight, till we sink in 
our own estimation. We often meet with persons in 
life, who talk very strangely upon this subject. They 
tell us that they are as good as ever they expect to_ 
be : that in looking back upon their past life, they 
see nothing done which they would wish undone ; 
and that if they were to begin life anew, they would 
act precisely as they have acted. Concerning such 
persons, we may safely pronounce that they have 
made but little progress in the path of the just. 
They are strangers to their own hearts, and have not 
proper ideas of the Divine law. They measure the 
law of God by the laws of men, and think that if 
their external conduct is blameless, they have acted 
their part well : not considering tliat the law of God 
extends to the heart, and punishes for the omission 
of duty as well as for the commission of rin. Such 
errors the Pharisees taught of old ; and such notions 
- of duty Paul had imbibed before his conversion to 
Christianity. " After the straitest sect of our reli- 
" gion,*' says he, " I lived a Pharisee ; touching the 
" law, blameless. — 1 was alive without the law once." 
That is, when I did not know the law in its true 
sense, I thought myself aiive and a saint. The Pha- 
risaical doctrines in which he had been educated, 
taught him that God required no more than a con- 
formity of the external behaviour to the letter of the 
law. Hut when he discovered tliat the Divine law 
extended to the heart ; when thus in its power, the 
commandment came, "sin revived and 1 died ;" then 
I saw myself to be a sinner, and died to the self-^con- 
ceit which I formerly entertained. 

Secondlij, Let me ask you, what is the strength of 
your attachment to the cause of righteousness ?, As 
vou are sensible of your faults, and have seen the di^r' 
tbrmity of sin, are you enamoured with the beauty 
of holiness ? Do yoa desire'npl:hing more earnestly 
than to put on the graces of :the -Gospel; and be cpp- 
formed to the image of God,? rMon will never imjt^te 
■what they do nof^love ; if then you are not loverj ©f. 
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goodness and virtue, you never will be good and vir- 
tuous. So long as they keep to generals, men may 
easily deceive themselves. Let us then come to par- 
ticulars, and let me ask you with what regard and es- 
timation you view those patterns of piety which you 
see exhibited in life. Are the good and the righteous, 
to you the excellent ones of the earth ? The wise do 
not proportion their respect to men according to the 
rank they hold, or the name they bear in the world. 
It is the character of the just man, as drawn in Scrip- 
ture, that he scorneth the vile, however exalted, and 
honoureth them that fear the Lord, however depress- 
ed. Do you then scorn the vile man, with all his at- 
tributes of rank and wealth and power? Do you de- 
spise the rich, the noble, the.right honourable villain, 
and choose for your companion the righteous man, 
although he has not ,where to lay his head ? Could 
you sit down with virtue in her cell, contented with 
her homely fare, with her poor abode, and look down 
with a generous contempt upon the splendid roof, 
where luxury and guilt lead on the festive hours ? 
When you behold the wicked great in power, and 
flourishing like a green bay-tree, does your heart re- 
volt from giving him that homage which the favours 
of Mammon never fail to extort from the venal mul- 
titude, and can you say, in the sincerity of your 
heart, " I would not exchange the peace of my own 
" mind for the wealth of the world ? Whatever thou 
" art pleased to give, Father Almighty, may I pos- 
" sess it with honour : The world approaches to thine 
" altar, and bends before thy throne for temporal 
" blessings; the prayer of my heart is, Lordl^t up 
" on me the light of' thtj countenance." 

Thtrdlij^ Let me ask you, are your resolutions as 
firm, and your application as vigorous now, as when 
you first set out in the spiritual life ? There are times 
in which all men are serious ; in which the most ob- 
durate minds feel impressions of religion, and. in 
which persons of the most abandonee} character form 
resolutions of amendment. With all the zeal of new 
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converts, they set about a thorough refbrmalion. 
They wonder how they have been so long blind to 
tlieir true interest; they mourn oyer the ^imc that 
they have lost in vain, or in sinful pursuits, and now 
seem fully determineil to follow religion as the one 
thing needful- Willi many, this course continues 
not long; the first new object engages their attention, ' 
and turns them aside from the path of ihe just. Ilut 
true religion, my friends, does not consist in such fits 
and starts of devotion ; in random resolutions madQ 
in the fervour of zeal ; in the wavering, desultory, 
and inconsistent conduct which marks the cliaracter 
of multitudes in the world. He alone is a good man 
who perseveres in goodness^ When the vernal year- 
begins, and thq shower of sumnier descends, all na- 
ture bursts mto vegetable life ; the noxious weeds ri- 
val the trees among whiph they grow ; but these sud- 
den growths as suddenly disappear; while favoured 
by the influences of heaven, the trees arise to their 
full stature, and !)ring forth theirfruit In season. Are 
yon then as much in earnest now, as when your first 
love to God began to bring forth the fruits of righte- 
ousness ? Without this undiminislied ardour j with- 
out these unremitting efforts, yo.u never will run the 
race set before you, so as to finish your course with 
joy. At the same time, I must take notice, that as 
you advance in years, all the passions will gradually 
cool. When, therefore, the fervour of youtli has sub- 
sided, and rnatui'e age hath given a sober cast to the 
temper, yon will not feel that degree of ardour in 
your devotions which you experienced in your early 
years. Many serious persons have been alarmed at 
this appearance, not considering that it was the ef- 
fect of their constitution, and not a mark of apostacy 
from God, JJut your devotion will continue as sin- 
cere, though not so inflamed, as before, and religion 
will be as effectual as ever in tlie regulation of youf 
lite; like a mighty river, before it terminates its 
coui-se in the ocean, it rolls witli greater calmness* 
but at the same time with a greater strength, thaii 
when it arose from its source. 
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' Tourist* Aiiot^rmai^: of J iicreasing grace, is, wjien 
you obey the Divine command men ts tram affection 
and love.. They wlio, from the fear of hell, put on a 
form of i-cltgion ibr a time, Had it to be a hard ami a 
painful service. They are out of their place, when 
they strilai- into the path of the just; they consider 
religion as a.ltoavy. burden, which they would not 
beaf but from nocessity, and look: upon the duties of 
the Qhtistian Hfcj as so many taaLi which they have 
to periorm. Whoever encertaina «uch notions of re- 
ligiont will not me to high attainmontb in rjghteous- 
nciis. The pusiona and affections are the powerful 
Springs of actiqn in the squl j and unless tliese are 
put in motion, the njacbino will move heavily along. 
Jtfe alope will make progress in tiie jiath of the just, 
who is drnvvn by the cords oflow. pleasant are the 
labours of iove ; and swe^t is the precept when the 
duty pleases. The yoke is easy, and the buixlcn light, 
when the heart goes along. The Christian is not a 
slave, who obeys from oompuhion, or a servant who 
woi'ks for hire; he. is a son who acts from lilial afi'ec-. 
tjon, and is happiest when lie obeys. The love of 
Chfist alone conatraineth him. The beauty of holiness 
aUoreth him : though rewards and punisliments were 
set aside, hi would follow religion and virtue for their 
own sake, and do las duty, because therein he found 
liis happiness. Do you then, my friends, ti^el this 
affection, this passion for righteousness ? Can yoii say 
with the Psalmist, " How do 1 love- thy laws, O 
I' Lord ? They are my meditation all the day. More 
" to be desired they are tlian gold, tlian much fine 
" gold ; sweeter tlian honey from the honeycomb." 
I now come to die second thing proposed. To give 
you some directions how to m^ke further progress in 
the path of lliejnst. 

In i\\t Jirst place, then, in order to this, make a 
serious business of q holy life. There are many per- 
sons in the world who give a sanction to piety by tiieir 
example, but wiio feel very little of its power. They 
think religion an exc[:cdingly decent thing ; they sec 
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it patronized by all wise men, and tfaey know It to be 

necessary for the purposes of society. For these rea- 
sons they follow the faith, and conform to the usages 
of their fathers ; tHey pay a proper respect to the in- 
stitutions of the Church ; and they attend upon th« 
ordinances of Divine worship with all the marks of 
external reverence. So far their conduct is not only 
decent, but iaudible. But if they go no further than 
this; if they confine their sanctity to these walls ; if 
they think that they have done their dnty, when they 
have complied with external ceremonies Of the Church, 
and have adopted this as the easiest and most com- 
pendious method of being religious ; the religion of 
&uch persons is i-athera kind of good manners than 
real devotion. The true Christian will not be defi- 
cient in his attention to the externaU of religion ; but 
he will not rest there; he will attend upon the ordi- 
))ances of pi^blic worship, not because it is the custom 
of the country, not because it is his duty to God :; and 
he will observe the institutions of Christianity ; not 
from complaisance to established usages, but from a 
sincere desire of making progre^ in righteousness. 
We must make piety more (han a matter of form ; we 
must make a study of a holy life, in oix^er to advance 
from strength to strength, in the ways'of the Lord : it 
13 vvith religion, my friends, as with the other pursuits 
of life. In those aits where success depends upon ge- 
mus and industry, unless a man have an eptiiusiasm 
for liis own profession, imless he follow it from choice, 
and prefer it to ail others, he will never rise to emi- 
nence and fame. Tn like manner, unless a man have 
a^i attachment of tli£ heart to the cause of virtue ; un-' 
less he be fervent in spirit to serve the^xiid ; unless 
he prefer a good conscience to every thing upon earth, 
he will never obtain that crown of glory which is re- 
served for the righteous. In his journey through 
.life, the pilgrim may turn aside to behold a beautitiil 
scene, or enjoy a passing delight ; but he will neviT 
forget that liis chief object is his journey to the pro- 
mised land. 
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In order to attain eminence in the arts just men- 
tioned, the candidate devotes his best and happiest 
years ; lives laborious days and restless nights ; makes 
a sacrifice of ease, and health, and social jo^ ; and at 
last consoles himself by (he triumphant prospect of 
lying down upon the bed of fame, and living to fu- 
ture ages. If, then, studies of inferior importance 
become such a serious concern ; if the desire of an 
imaginary immortality has such power over the mind ; 
will this noblest of studies, the science of being good, 
have no attractions for the soul ? Will this passion 
for a real immortality have na power over the heart ? 
Under the influence of this principle, will not every 
one who has the faith of a Christian, or the feelings 
of a man, join with the Apostle, " Yea, doubtless, I 
" count all things but loss, for the excellency of tlic 
" knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, — that 1 may 
" knovf him, and the power of his resurrection, and 
" the fellowship of his sufferings, being made con- 
" formable to his death, if by any meajjs I may at- 
" tajn to the resurrection of the dead." Under the' 
influence of these principles, will not every person 
who desires to make advances in the path ot the just 
. adopt also the resolution of Job, " While my breath 
" is in me, and the Spirit of God is in my nostrils, 
" my lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue 
" utter deceit; till I die I will not remove mine inle- 
" gi'ity from me : my righteousness I hold fast, and 
" will not let it go ; my heart shall not reproach me 
" so long as I live." 

In the second place, in order to make progress in 
the path of the just, you must never rest satisfied 
with any degrees of holiness or virtue which you at- 
tain. The law of the spiritual life is to aim at per- 
fection : the intention of Christianity is that we may 
stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 
" As he who hath called you is holy, be ye holy 
" in all manner of conversation." Absolutely per- 
fect, indeed, we can never become in this life;_ but 
w^.ipiust. be alwayfi aspiring and, endeavouring after 
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perfection; There is no end of your journey til) foli 
come to heaven ; there is no place by the way wliere 
you arc to expect a termination from labour, or a pe- 
riod of repose* It is not uncommon to hear persons 
express themselves iii terms of great indifference a- 
bout the higher attainments in sanctity and virtue; 
They seem to be much afraid of being better than 
their neighbours ; t!iey have no ambition they say to 
be saints ; they do not desire to rank among tiie very , 
best ; and they would be content with the lowest 
place in heaven. Happy, beydnd all controversy; 
shall he be, who sliall obtain a place, thoughthe low- 
est, in the heavenly mansions; but for men to mark 
out to -themselves boundaries in the path of virtnei 
beyond which they are resolved not to go ; for men i 
with im|3ious presumption, to cut out to therasetvc.'? 
just such a portion of dlity as they think wtllentitle 
them to an inestimable reward ; this is undervaluing 
the pearl of great price ; it is sacrificing the riches of 
the Divine goodness to their own indolence ; it is do- 
ing despite to that Spirit of grace which might have 
been a powerful principle of advancing holiness in 
the heart. Had he to whom in the parable ten ta* 
lents were given, gained no more than be to whom 
five were given, can you think that he would have 
obtained the title, and received the reward of a good 
and faithful servant ? No, but of a slothful and un- 
profitable one, who had not improved aright the de- 
posite of his Master. What saith the Apostle upon 
this subject ? " Urethren, I count not myself to liavc 
" apprehended ;" to have already attained perfection ; 
.** but thi3 one thing I do ; forgetting the things 
" which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
" things which are before, I press toward the mark, 
" for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
" Jesus." 

" Forgetting thetihings that arc behind,*' sailh the 
Apostle. What things had this Apostle to forget ?' 
He had to forget his labours in the course of hi3 a^ 
posioUcfll functions, -bia unwcared ieal, his unreni^f'' 
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Hng inijustry; in discharging the trust committed to 
him ; his perilous journeys and voyages over tho 
greatest part of the knovfn world, to propagate th« 
religion of Jesus ; the many noted persons he convert- 
fed t>y his ministry ; the many flourishing churches 
he erected in the course of his travels 5 the tnany fa- 
mous nations he brought over to the Christian taith ; 
— he had to fUrget what of all things the best men, 
pridi: themselves most in, the persecutions which he 
Suffered for the salce of the Lord ; the imprisonments 
which he endured, the wounds which he received, 
■ and the stripes which he borej as a witness of truth, 
and a preacher of righteousness ; — he had to forget 
that he was not behind the very chiefcst Apostles; 
the many miracles which he wrought; the frequent 
revelations that were made to him y~he had to for- 
get that, jn the vision of God, he had ascended unto 
the third heaven* and was admitted to scenes, the 
beauties and the joys of which, eye hath not seen, 
<£ar hath not heard, and the heart of man cannot con-- 
fcwve. If, notwithstanding such a high degree of 
grace and favour; if, after a life of such extraordinary 
piety ; this Apostle forgot the things which were be- 
hind, and reaching forth to the things which were 
before, pressed toward the mark, for the prize of the 
: high calling of God in Christ Jesus ; where is the 
' man who can pretend to say, *' I am already as per- 
*' feet as I can ever expect to be?" Where is the 
man who is entitled to set a boundary to himself in 
the path of righteousness, saying, " Hitherto shall I 
*' go, but no further." 

In the iAird place, in order to make progress in the 
path of the just, be alway employed in the improvo- 
ment of your souls. There is no standing still in th^ 
path to heaven. Your evil habits, those cords that 
bold you in captivity to sin, you may not perhaps 
be able to cast away at once ; but through tlie Di- 
vine grace, you will insensibly weaken, and at last 
break them asunder. Your inclina^ns ihzt tasy 
N ^ 
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have taken a wrong bent, you may counteract, and- 
at last recover to their original rectitude. Where 
nature favoure a particular exertion, or habit has 
formed vou to a particular virtue, the one you may 
cherish, the oriier you may cultivate ; upyn both the 
fruits of righteousness will grow. Afterwards, be 
still attending to the culture of the soul, and meditat- 
ing improvements, by calling forth graces that have 
not yet made their appearance, and bringing for- 
ward to perfection those that have. Thus will your 
minds resemble those trees, in which, at one and the 
same time, we behold some fruits aiTived at full ma- 
turity ; some half advanced ; and others just formed 
in tlie opening blossom. By cultivating these graces 
in the soul, you will not only have an earnest, but 
also an image of heaven. The trees which thus grow 
up by the rivers of water ; which bring forth their 
fruitin their season, and whose leaves continue ever 
green, shall be transplanted to happier climes to adorn 
the paradise of God. 

In thejburtk and iast place. In order to make your 
endeavours effectual, you must abound in prayer to 
God for the assistance of his Holy Spirit. '* No man 
"becomes good without the Divine influence. No 
" man can rise above the infirmities of nature unless 
^' aided by God. He inspires great and noble pur- 
" poses. In every good man God resides. The 
" strength which renders a man superior to all those 
" things which the people either Iiope or dread, des- 
" cends from him. So lofty a structure cannot stand 
" unsupported by the Divinity." These, my friends, 
are the words of a heathen, and express a doctrine 
equally agreeable to reason and to revelation. In 
consequence of our corrupted nature, we are unable 
of ourselves to produce the virtues and graces of the 
Divine life. But we are not left witlwut a remedy. 
In the gospel of Jesus Christ, aids are promised from 
above, to repair the ruins of our nature, and to re- 
swre the. powers of. the soul ; God hatli not forsaken 
the earth ; as at the first ofjlays, the Divine Spirit is 
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still moving over the world to produce" Irfe. The 
Lord ts ever nigh to th^m who call upon him in the 
sincerity of their heart. While we strive against 
sin, we may -safely expect that the Divinity will 
strive with us, and impart that strength and power 
which will' at last malce us more thi^n conquerors: 
As he who continues in wicked devices shall be sum 
to find Satan standing at his right hand, so he who 
begins a good life, shall tind God befriendinghim 
with secret aid. He will assist the spirit that is 
struggling to break loose from the bonds of its cap-- 
tivity ; he wdl aid the flight of the soul that is taking 
wing to the celestial mansions; he will support our 
feeble frame under the trials and conflicts to which 
we are appointed, and lead us on from grace to grace- 
till we appear in Zion above. " They that wait upon 
" the Lord shall renew their strengtli ; they shall 
" mount up as on eagles' wings; they shall run and 
" not be weary?; they shall walk, and not be faint." 

1 come now to the htst thing proposed, to exhort 
you to a life of progressive virtue. 
. In the^^r*/ place, then, it is yoiirduty to make 
progress in the ways of righteousness. In your 
sanctitication, you are enabled more and more to die 
unto sin, and live unto rigliteousncss. It is not c- 
nough that you continue stedtast and immoveable ; 
you must also abound in the work of the Lord, if you 
expect your labours lo be attended with success. It 
is not sufficient that you continue in welt doing ; you 
must also grow in grace, and increase with all the in- 
crease of God. This progressive nature of righteous- 
ness is implied in all tne figures and images by which 
a good life is represented in Sacred Scnpture. it is 
compared to the least of all seeds, which waxes to a 
great tree, and spreads out its branches, and fills the 
earth. Jt is compared to the morning light, at first 
faintly dawning over the mountains, by degrees en- 
lightening the face of the earth, ascending higher and 
liigher in the heavens, and shining more and more 
unto the perfect day. . We are said to be here at the ' 



saoy Google 



IM JEtlMON IX. 

iiehool of Christ ; and in. order to attaio the charactM 
ef good discipLes, we must not only retain what wo 
have acquired, but also add tp the acquisitions wq 
have made. The Christian life 19 rei^resented as ^ 
waHare, and in this war^re we shall never gain tha 
victory, unless we npt only maintain the ground wo 
iaye got, but aUo gain uppn the foe. It is repre- 
tented as a race set before us, and in riinning it wq 
must continuitlly press fojtward, or we shall never gain 
the prize. Every degree of grace which you receive, 
and every pitch of virtue, to which you attain, is a 
talent for which you ^ire accountable i a talent, which 
if you only retain, but not improve, you will receive 
the doom of a slothful and wicked servant, and be 
Cast into outer daricness. The Christian life is a hie 
Qf continued eitertion. At every stage in our pilgri- 
mage on earth, new scenes will open ; new situations 
will present themselves ; and new paths to glory will 
be' struck out. The sphere of action varies continu- 
ally. We have, one while, to support adversity ; , 
another while, to adorn prosperity ( aometimea to ap- 
prove ourselves to God in solitude ; at other times, 
to cause our light shine before men in society. Dif- 
ferent situations in the world, and different periods o^ 
life, require the'ezercise of different virtues. What 
is accepted from the young soldier will not be excus- 
ed in the veteran ; what is an " ornament of graceM 
to the youthful brow, will not bea " crown of glory? 
to the hoary head. 

Secondlif, Let me exhort you to this life of pro- 
gressive virtue, from tHe pleasing consideration that 
you will be successful in the attempt. In the pur- 
suit of human honours and rewards, the successful 
candidates are few. In a race many run, but one 
only gains the prize. But here all who run may ob- 
tain. In the career of human glory, time and chance 
happen unto all, and many are disappointed. " The 
*' race is not always to the swift, nor the battle to the 
'* strong ; nor riches to men of understanding ; nor 
" favour to Men of bIoII." There is a concurrence 
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pf circumstances required to raise a man to reputa-r 
tion ; and when these circumstances concur, if the 
, moment of opportunity be not embraced, the 6eld of 
glory maybe lost ^r ever. In human life there is a 
nvourable hour which never returns, and a call to 
lame which is repeated no more : even in its best es- 
tate, men ought to lay their account with disap^ 
pointment and vexation. What hast thou set thy 
beart upon from, thy youth ; what has been the aim 
of all thy labours ; what has been the object of thy 
whole life, — accident, artifice, ignorance, villany, 
paprice, may give to another whom thou know- 
^t not. When tliy ambition is all on fire : in the. 
Utmost ardour of expectation, in the very moment 
when thou stretcliest out thy hand to grasp the 
prize, fortune may snatch it fixim thy reach for ever. 
Nay, thou .mayest have the mortification to see others 
rise upon thy ruins, to see thyself make a step to the 
ambition of thy rival, and thy endeavours rendered 
the means of advancing him to tlie top of the wheel* 
while thou continuest low. 

In the pursuits of ambition or avarice, you may be 
disappointed; but if by a progressive state of righ- 
teousness, you seek for glory, and honour, and im- 
inortality, 1, in the name of God, assure you of suc- 
cess. Never was the gate of mercy shut against the 
true penitent ; never was the prayer of the feithftil 
rejected in the temple of Heaven ; never did the in- 
cense of a good life ascend without acceptance on 
ferigh. Liberal and unrestricted is the Divine benig- 
nity : free to all the fountain flows. There is no an- 
gel with a flaniing sword to keep you from the tree 
of life. At this' moment of time there is a voice from 
Heaven calling to you, " Come up hither." And if 
you are obedient' to the call, God assists you with the 
aids of his Spirit ; he lifts up the hands that hang 
down ; he strengthens the feeble knees, and perfects 
bis strength in your weal^iess. You are not left a- 
lone to climb the arduous assent. God is with you, 
who never suSers the Spirit which rests on himto 
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fail ; nor the man who seeks his fevoar, to seek it in 
vain. . Your success in the path of the just will not 
only be pleasing to yourselves, but also to all around 
you. . In the struggles of human ambition, the 
triumph of one arises upon the sorrows of ano- 
ther; many are disappointed when one obtains the 
prize. Bat in the path of the just, there is emulation - 
withoutenvy, triumph without disappointment. The 
success of oiie increases the happiness of all. The in- 
fluence of such an event is not confined to the earth i 
it is communicated to all good beings; it adds to 
the harmony of the Heavens; and is the occasion 
of new:hosannahs among the innumerable company 
of angels and spirits of just men made perfect, who 
rejoice over the sinner that repentcth. 

Tkirditf, Let me exHort you to make advances in 
the patti of righteousness, from the beauty and the 
pleasantness of such a progress. Whatever difficul- 
ties may have attended your first entrance upon the 
path of the. just, they will vanish by degrees; the 
steepness of the mountain will lessen as you ascend ; 
the path in which you have been accustomed to walk, 
will grow more and more beautiful ; and the celes- 
tial mansions to which you tend, will brighten with 
new splendour, the nearer that you approach them. 
In other affairs, continued exertion may occasion las- 
situde and fatigue. Labour may be carried to such 
an excess as to debilitate the body. The pursuits of 
knowledge may be carried so tar as to impair the 
mind; but neither the organs of the body, nor the 
faculties of the soul, can be endangered by the prac- 
- tice of religion. On the contrary, this practice 
strengthens the powers of action. Adding virtue to 
virtue, is adding stfength to strength : and the great- 
er acquisitions we make, we are enabled to makestill 
greater. How pleasant will it be to mark the soul 
thus moving forward in the brightness of its course ! 
In the spring, who does not love to mark the progress 
of nature; the flower unfolding into beauty, the fruit 
coming forward to. maturity, the fields advancing to 
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the |Jride of harvest, and the months rerolving into 
the perfect year ? Who does not love in the human 
species, to observe the progress to ftiaturity ; the 
infent by degrees growing up to man ; the young i- 
dea beginning to shoot, and the embryo character 
beginning to unfold ? But if these things affect us 
with delight ; if the prospect of external nature in its 
progress; if the flowei',- unfolding unto beauty; if 
the fruit coming forward to maturity j if the infant 
by degrees growing up toman, and the embryo char- 
acter beginning to unfoldj affect us with pleasurable 
sensations, how much greater delight will it afford to 
observe the progress of thk new creation, the growth 
of the soul in the graces of ttie divine life, good reso- 
lutions ripening into good actions, good actions lead-, 
ing to confhrned habits of virtue* and the new nature 
advancing from the first lineaments of virtue to the ' 
full beauty of holiness ! These are pleasures that time 
will not fake away. While the animal spirits feif^ 
and the joys which depend upon the liveliness of the 
passions decline with years, the solid comforts of a 
holy life, the delights of virtue and a good conscience, 
will be a new source of happiness in old age, and 
have a,charm for the end of lifej As the stream flows 
pleasantest when it approaches the ocean ; as the 
flowers send up their sweetest odours at the close of 
the day ; as the sun appears with greatest beauty in 
his going down ; so at the end of his career, the vir- 
tues and graces of a good man's life, come before him 
with the most- blessed remembrance, and impart a 
joy which he never felt before. Over all the moments 
of Hfe, religion scatters her favours, but reserves her 
best, her choicest, her divinest blessings for the last 
liour. 

In the Airt place, Ltft me exhort you to this progres- 
sive state of virtue, from the pleasant consideration that 
it has no period. There are limits and boundaries set 
to all human affairs. There is an ultimate point in 
the progress, beyond which they never go, ajid from 
wliich they return in a contrary direction. The flower 
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blossoms but to fanlc, and all terrestrial gioty sh'iniHi 
to disappear. Human life has its decline as well as 
its maturity ; from a certain peridd the external senses 
begin to decay, and the faculties of the mind to be 
impaired, till dust returns unto dust. Nations have 
their day. States and kingdoms are mortal like their 
founders. When they have arrived at the zenith of 
their glory, from that moment they begin to decline j 
the bright day is sufcceetled by a long night of dark- 
ness, ignorance, and barbarity. But in the progress 
df the mind to intellectual and mora) perfection, there 
is no period set. Bcyond'these heavens the perfection 
and happiness of the jus* is carrying on ; is carry- 
ing on, but shall never come to a close. God shall 
behold his creation for ever beautifying in his eyes; 
for ever drawing nearer to himself, yet still infinitely- 
distant frbm the fountain of all goodnessi There i3 
not in religion a more joyful and triumphant consider- 
ation than this perpetual progress which the soul 
makes to the peifection of its nature, without ever ar- 
riving at its ultimate period. Here truth has the ad- 
vantage of fable. No fiction, however bold, presents 
to us a conception so elevating and astonisniDg, as 
this interminable line of heavenly excellence. To 
look upon the glorified spirit as going on fh>m strength 
to strength; adding virtue to virtue, and knowledgEi 
to knowledge ; making approaches to goodness which 
is infinite; for ever adorning the Heavens with new 
beauties, and brightening in the splendours- of moral 
glory through all the ages of eternity, — has something 
in it so transcendent and ineffable, as to satisfy the 
most unbounded ambition of an immortal spirit. 
Christian ! does not thy heart glow at the thought, 
that there is a time marked out in the annals of Hea- 
ven, when thou shalt be what the angels now are ; 
when thou shatt shine with that glory in which prin- 
cipalities and powers now appear ; and when, in the 
full communion of the Most High, thou shalt see lum 
as he is ? 
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The oak whose top ascends unto the heavens, and 
^hich covers the mountains with it3 shade, was once 
kn acorn, contemptible to the sight ; the philosopher, 
whose views extend from One dt}d of natui^ to the 
Other, was once a speechless infent hanging at the 
breast ; the glofifled spirits who ndW sfdnd nearest to 
the throne 6f God, were once like you. To' you, as to 
them, the Heavens art bpefi j the way Is marked but j 
the reward is prepared. On what yoa do, on what 
you now dd^ all depcndii; 
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MaXTH. V. 5. 
JJhssed are the meek, for iheif sfutU inherit the earth. 

THEY mistake the nature of the Christian religion 
very much, who consider it as separate ancl de- 
tached from the commerce of the world. Instead of 
forming a distinct profession, it is intimately connect- 
ed with hfe ; it respects men asacting in society, and 
contains regulations for their conduct and behaviour 
in such a state. It takes in the whole of human life, 
and is intended to influence us when we are in the 
house, and in the field, as well as when we are in the 
church or in the closet. It instructs men in their du- 
ty to their neighbours, .as well as in their duty to 
God ; it is our companion in tlie scene of business, as 
well as in the House of Prayer ; and wliilc it incul- 
cates the weightier matters of the taw, faith, judg- 
' ment, and mercy, it neglects not the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of 
great price. All that refinement which polishes the 
mind ; all that gftntleness of manners which sweetens 
the intercourse of human society, which political plii- 
losophers consider as the eflfects of wise legislation 
and good government ; all the virtues of domestic 
fife, are lessons which are taught in the Christian 
school. The wisdom that comelh from above is 
" gentle." The fruit of the Spirit is '* meekness." 
As the sun, although he regulates the seasons, leads 
on the year, and dispenses light and lite to all the pla- 
netary worlds, yet disdains not to raise and to beau- 
tify the flower which opens in his beam : so the Chris- 
tian religion, though chiefly intended to teach us the 
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Icnowledge of salvation, and be our guide to happi- 
ness on nigli, yet also regulates our conversation in 
the world, extends its benign influence to .the circle 
of society, and diffuses its blessed fruits in the path 
of domestic life. 

In farther treating upon this subject, I shall, in the 
,J&"5/ place, describe to you the character of meekness 
wlijcn is here recommended ; and, in the second place, 
shew you the happiness with which it is attended. I 
am, in the jiW^ ' place, then, to describe to you the 
character of meekness which is here recommended. 

Every virtue, whether of natural nr revealed religion, 
is situated between some vices ordetects, which, though 
essentially different, yet bear gome resemblance to the 
virtue they counterfeit; on account of which resem- 
blance they obtain its name, and impose upon those 
who labour under the want of discernment. This 
meekness, which is here recommended, is not at all the 
same with lliat courtesy of manners which is learned 
in the school of tiie world. Thatis-but a superficial 
accomplishment, and ofVen proceeds from a hollow- 
ness of heart. It is also quite diflerent from consti- 
tutional facility, that undecidtng state of the mind 
which easily bends to every proposal ; that is a weak- 
ness, and not a virtue. Jseither does it at all re- 
semble that tame and passive temper which patiently 
bears insults and submits to injuries : that is a want 
of spirit, and argues a cowardly mind. This meekness 
is a Christian grace, wrought in us by the Holy Spirit : 
it is a stream from the fountain of all excellence. A 
good temper, a good education, and just views of re- 
ligion, most concur in forming this blessed slate of 
the mind. It becomes a principle which influences 
the whole lif^. Though consistent in all its opera- 
tions with boldness and with spirit, yet its chief char- 
acteristics are goodness, and gentleness, and long-suf- 
fering. It looks with candour upon all ; often con- 
descends to the prejudices of the weak, and often for- 
gives the errors of the foolish. 
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But to. ^ve ypu a mpre pwticuUr view <if it. y^ 
piy t^'ace it in three capital ''fi'^^^* ^ ''' i^^spects oar 
'^neral beliaviour, our condupt te pur enemies, an4 
our condiict to our fnsnds. 

With respect to his general behayiour, the meek 
man looks upon all hjs nfjghboure with a candid eyej 
' The two'great maxims on wjiich he proceeds, are, not 
to give, oflfence, and npt to take onenc^. He chterfi 
hot with the keeqness of passion iptp the, contention^ 
of violent men : he keepg aloof from the cyntagjon pf 
party -madness, and feel? not the littje pastioiis whicl) 
agitate little nlinds. He wishei, apd b? ^tud)B$ to 
allay "ih<t angry passions of the pontending ; to mO' 
.derate the fierceness of the implacable ; to reconcile 
his neighbours tp one aqpther j and, as far a$ lies in 
his power, to make all mankind one great £itnily of 
friends. ■ He wjU hot indeed (iescend OQf §tep froijj 
thp dignity'of his character j ijor ■will h? sacrifice the 
dictates of his own conscience' to any considcratiorj 
whatever. ' But those pointy of obstinacy) wbich th^ 
world are apt to call pqints of horiou^, he will freely 
and chearfuljy give up for the good of society, ile^ 
Joves to live m peace with all mankind ; but tills de* 
sire too lias' itg lirpits. ' He will keep no terais with 
those who keep "no, terms with virtue^ A villain, pf 
whatever station, of whatever religious profession, |j(i 
detests as abomination.' Thus ypu see that thongh 
softness, and gentleness, and fprbeardpce, and long-saf. 
fering, are the' chief clraj^acteristics of this virtue, yet, 
at the same time, it ia very consistent with eJtertioiia 
of spirit: When it acta, it acfs with vigour and de-f 
cision. Moses, who has the testimony of the Divine 
Spirit, that he was th^ ineekest man upon the tacp 
pt the earth, yet when occasion presented itself| felt 
the influence of an elevated temper, and slew the ^ 
gyjitian who was wounding his coyntrymani A W*ek4 
er than RJoses, even our Lord himself^ though genth? 
and beneficent to all the sqns of men, yet when th^ 
woridly-minded Jews profaned tlie temple, he yini 
moved with jnst indignation, and drove the impioutf 
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^11) the H<»l»e of Qod, -IiCotlimff if) pften more <:alro 
^Q]^ Wr^iW th»n thf face of the p^avenp t ^VX whfln 
jguilt provokes the veflgtlaii^p pf the Mp$t Hlgh.^M 
jcpffW tie tkuHfkir tg 'b|3«t the d^yottU-lload. . 

ShcU is the influence o\ mteknpss on p«r g«n9ni| 
behaviour. Uenglu also w regulate opr coiiUyct tq 
par en9n)iofi, Thet^ U HO princ'ipk wlii<;h inoi)p-ptrong* 
iy opefqt*s in bunjAn. nati»re phsn tfes law of retalia-. 
lion- This sw^arp from the lai^s of ftU nations in 
th9 ^^Hy stat^, uihidi always ord»iiKd 9 puni^bment 
simiUr to the olfencei eye for>y«t tootlj for iDoth, 
»nd litfe for lift. This appeare also tVom our own fcal' 
JBga,; wjieo an iryury «cJone us, we naturally long 
for revenge, Pii» heart; te|l» «s, that the peiwn offentj* 
ing Qiight; to ?»iffer for the offapce, and thut the hsnel 
of Aim w|iD was injored) iftpst return tlie blow. Such 
ijr^, the diri^te:? of th$ pator»l temper. But panne 
this principle lo ito full extent, and ypo wll| fee wlier« 
t^ Vfill' end. One m^n .QOtninits an act[un whicb is 
iiyonovis to yoij ; you ftpl jour$«lf aggrieved, aod 
Seek r«v«ng¥, If yojj thcR fflt^Jiat? upon Uiin, bs 
t^irtlf^ he has r^eiwed A npff ipJHry* whioh he alw 
fee^Va to revenge ; and tjiiip a foHndation i» laid, for 
teciprocpl ^n^fflosltiea <«>tboHl: «nd. Did thi* princi'i 
pie and this prat tite. become g^n?)*!, the earth would 
h^ a field of baitl-g. lite would bi a .s«!M( of hloodshed, 
^ ))0«tiliti^)i would be iniraortal. l^gislHtive wi9<- 
dofn hath provided a remedy tOf th9« disotdwa, 3r4 
fof ihi/ havoc Mfhich would be made Qf the hooRan 
species. Thp rlghf of private vengMnce, wliieh every 
rpan i^ born with, .by comnaon qori^Qnt, ^nd for tho 
puWjc good, ig resigned into tho hands of t|i9 civil 
magistrate. B'Jt tlwr* are many thin^fs which ?oine 
not/ooder th» jurisdiction of tiiq lsws»and the cog* 
ni«ane§ of the magi^lraie, which tQptj to disturb tho 
public peace, .anij «et niankind at variant^' Pfivato 

ftRinrosicies and little ([liarr^lp ofton arisei which might 
he productive of g^at di^dur and detriiaent io.so- 
Ciety i HefCj th^rc^ore, where legislative wisdoni fails, 
tehgioq j>tc{Min and cbeclts thQ cle^ire of vengeanc^t 
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by enjoining that meekness of spirit, which disposes 
not to retaliate but to forgive. He therefore who pos> 
sesses this spirit, will not answer a foot according to 
his folly. He will not depart from his usual maxims 
of conduct, because another hai behaved improperly. 
Because his neighbour has been guilty of one piece of 
folly, he will not reckon that an inducement for him 
to b« guilty of another. He will regulate his conduct 
by that standard of virtue which is within, and not 
by the behavioiir of those around him. According- 
ly, instead of iMrbouring animosities against those 
who have done him ill offices, he will be disposed to 
tetum good for evil : remembering that our Lord adds 
at the conclusion of this chapter, " 1 say unto yoo, 
" love your enemies, that ye may be the children of 
"your Father which is in Heaven; for heTnaketh 
** the sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
•^ sewleth rain on the just and on the unjust.'* 

This meekness ought also to appear in our conduct 
towards our friends. In the present state of things. 
Inhere human nature is so frail, where the very best 
have their weak side, and where so many events hap- 
pen, which give occasion to the passions of men to 
shew themsdves, there is great scope for the exercise 
pf meekness and moderation. The faults of mankind 
in general, present a most unpleasant sj^ectacle ; but 
the failings bifthbse we love, of those on whom we 
have conKrred obligations, are apt to fill us with dis- 

fust and aversion. If tt had been an enemy who 
ad done this, [ could have borne it. ' \ would have 
expected no better ; but thou, O my familiar frien^, 
liow shall I forgive thee ? Such, at the time, is the 
language of nature. Butbettei* views, and more ma- 
Xvtx^_ ifeftection,' will teach us to throw a veil over 
those 'inBrmities which are inseparable from the best 
natures, and to frame an excuse for those errors which 
proceed not from a bad heart. 
■ In all these instances of meekness, Jesus of Naza- 
reth lefk us an example, tliatVe should' follow liis 
steps. In his general behaviour, he was meek and 
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lowly, and condescending. He went about doing 
good, and received testimony from his enemies,, ttiat 
" he did all things well." To the errors of his friends, 
he was mild and gentle. When, moved by false zeal, 
in which they are still followed by many, who have 
the assurance to call themselves his disciples, they be- 
sought him to cause fire to descend from heaven, and 
consume a city, which believed not in his doctrines ; 
all the rebuke he administered was, *' Ye know not 
" what manner of spirit ye are of; the Son of Man 
*' came not to destroy mens lives, but to save them." 
When he sutFered his agony in the garden, in the hour 
and in the power of darkness, when he besought his 
disciples to watch with him in this dreadful scene, 
and when, instead of giving him comfort, they sunk 
unconcerned into sleep ; instead of reproving them 
with severity, as their conduct deserved, he himself 
sought for an excuse for them : " The spirit indeed is 
" willing, but the flesh is weak." Though he was 
the friend of all mankind, yet he had enemies who 
sought his life. *' I have done," said he, " many 
*' good deeds among you, for which of these do you 
" stone me?" And when after persecuting him in 
his lite, they brought him to the accursed death oi 
the cross, his last words were, " Father forgive them, 
•* for they know not what they do." Go thou ! and 
do likewise. 

The second ihing proposed was, to shew the happi- 
ness annexed to this character, expressed here by " in- 
" heriting the earth." The meek are not indeed 
always to be great and opulent. Happiness, Grod be 
praised, is not annexed, and is not conflned to the 
superior stations of life. There is a great difference be- 
tween possessing the good things of lite, and enjoying 
them. Whatever be his rank in life, the meek man 
bids the fairest chance for enjoying its advantages, A 
proud and passionate man puts his happiness iii tjie 
power of every fool he meets with. A failur? in duty 
or affection from a friend, w^nt of respect from a de- 
pendant, and a thousand little circumstances, which a 
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candiii nianwouM overlook, disturb his repose. He 
U perpetually ort the fret, and his life is dire scene df 
atiiiety after another. On tlie othftr hdtitl, the meeic 
h not dist\irbed by the tranfactions of this scene of 
vanity. H€ 13 disposed to be pleased at all eveftts. 
Insteadofrepiningatthesotfcess of those al'onnd hitfti 
lie rejoices in their prosperity, and is thus happy iri 
the happiness of al( his neighbours. Snch are the 
blessed effects of meekness on the character. Thi^ 
beam from heaven kindles joy within the mind : it 
spreads a serenity over the countenance, and diffuses 
a kind of Sunshine over the ivhole life. It puts ns out 
of the power of accidents. It keeps the world at a 
due distance. It is afttiflur to the mind, and keeps 
off the arrows of wrath. It preserves a sanctuary 
within, cilm and holy, which nothing can distarbi 
Safe and happy in this asytuih, you smile at the mad- 
ness of the rnultitude. You hear the tempest raging; 
around, and spending its strength in vain. As this 
virtue contributes to our happiness here^ so it is alsd 
the best preparation (ot the happiness which is above; 
It is the Very temper of the heavens. It is the dispo-^ 
«ltion of the saints in light, and angels in glory ; of' 
that blessed society of friend^ who rejoice In the pre^ 
»nce of Ood, and who, in mutual love, and joint bo.* 
sannahs of praise, enjoy the ages of eternity. 

To conclude : there is hardly a duty enjoined in thtS 
whole book of God, on which thore stress seems oftert 
(0 be laid, than this virtue of meekness. " The Lortt 
*' loveth the meek.— The meek Will he beautify witfi 
'* bis salvation. --He arises to save tha meelt of th* 
" earth.*' Christ was sent to preach " glad tidings 
" to the meek." Upon this our Lord rests his owti 
eharacMf. •' Learn of me, f6i I am meek." In tha 
«plstlw of Paul, there is a remarkable ej^pression"; '* 1 
*• beseech you by the meekness and the gentleness 
« of Christ.'*' The Holy Ghost, too, Is calleil " th« 
*< Spirit of Meekness." Implorftj then, Christian I ■ 
the asiisiance of the Divine Spirit that ht may endow 
you with this virtue, and that you may shew tti your- 

life the meekness of wisdom. 
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ISAIJLH Wli'li 7' 

-Deal thy bread to the hftngry ! — kide' not thyself- 
from thine ownjies&i ^ 

THY th*ir(S ■Ai^ SC many- tfrlls in the world, is i 
qtrestron ttiathas been agitated ever since man 
f«lt them. ' As God is possessed of all )>erfections, he 
cowld have ctfeatgd the universe without evil. To 
him, revblVmg the plan of his creation, every benevo- 
lent system presented itself i how came it then to pasS 
that a Beingi iieithtJr controuled in power, nor limited 
in wisdom, nof deficient in goodness, should create a 
world in which many evils are to be found, and much 
sufferirtg to be ^ndurtd ? It becomes not tis, with too 

Sesunlptuous a curiosity, to assign the causes of the 
vine conduct^ "Oi" With too daring a haod, to draw 
aside the veil which covers the connciis of the AU 
jnighty* But fixmi this state of' things we see many 
go«J effects arise. ■ That imli>stfy, which keeps the 
Vforld in motion; that society which, by mutual 
■wants. Cements mankind together"; and that charity 
Vfhic'h is the bond of perfection, would neither have a 
place not a name, but for the evils of hurtian life. 
Thu3,t(ieenjrtymcnta of life are grafted upon its wants; 
froTix nattttai evil arises moral good, and the sufferings 
op sdme, contribnte to the happitteSS'Of all. . S*ch 
bieingtite state of human affaii^, cllarity, or thatdis- 
l>osition which leads us to sQf*(rfy'' the walnts, and al- 
leviate t^ sufTeringsof unhappy own, aB well as htsg 
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with their infirmities, mu3t be a duty of capital im- 
portance. Accordingly, It is enjoined in our holy re- 
ligion, as being the chief of the virtues. There is 
no duty comuianded in scripture, ' on which so much 
stress is laid as on the duty of charity. It is assign- 
ed as. the test and criterion, by which we are to dis- 
tinguish the disciples of Jesus, and it will be select- 
ed at the great day, as being that part of the charac- 
ter which is uiOHt decisive of the life, and according 
to which the last sentence is to turn. Charity, in 
its mpst comprehensive sense, signifies that disposi- 
tion of mind, which, from a regard and gratitude to 
God, leads to do all the good m our power to man. 
Thus, ^t takes in -a large circle, extending to all the 
virtues of the social, and many graces of the divine 
life. But as this . wo^ld 'lead hs into a wide field, all 
that I intend at prei>ent is^ to consider. that branch of 
charity which is called. 4/^^'f^; <ib^, in treating- 
upon it, shall, in the jir*?- place, shew you how alms 
ought to be bestowed j and, .spcondly, give exhorta- 
tions to the practice of this duty. 

The _yi'rs/ tiling proposed was, to shew you what is 
the most proper metliod of bestowing charity. This 
inquiry isthb-mote necessary, as, in the neighbour- 
hood ct great cities, we are always surrounded b)^ the 
needy and importunate, and it is often difficult to dis% 
tinguiah those Iwiio are proper objects of charity, from 
those who art oot. . , // 

The best metli()d;of be$towi[^; charity upon thft; 
Iipalthy a4d'JhejjBti;t^gi is Cogivc them .erapioyment. . 
Almighty 6o(l cifs^ed us all ft>r jndq^try and action. 
He never intej)ded;that any n)an upoi) the. face of the ■ 
^rth should be idle<. Accot-dingly, heiharfi placed 
us io a state whicb. abounds wi,tli! incentives to, indus- 
try, and in which we, must be active, in order to live; 
One half of the vieeS-of nlen take their origin from i- 
dleuess. ' Ue who.jlj&s nothing to do is an easy prey, 
to tlieiteoiptcr. ' Mi^'. iDU3t, hav^.^cc;upatioa of one , 
kind or: other. \i\ tliey ^re not'empioyed in useful 
mnd benefici^ labours, they will engage in those 
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ivhich are pernicious and criminal. To support thfc 
indolent, therefore, to keep those idle who are able 
to work, is acting contrary to the intention of God ; 
is doing an injury to society, which claims a right to 
the services of all its members ; is defrauding real ob- 
jects of charity of that which is their proper due, and 
IS fostering a race of sluggards to prey upon the vitals 
of a state. But he is a valuable member of society, 
and merits well of mankind, who, by devising means 
of employment for the industrious, delivers the pub- 
lic fiom an useless incumbrance, and makes those wIiq 
otherwise would be the pests of society, useful sub- 
jects of the commonwealth. If it be merit, and no 
small merit it is, to improve the face of a country ; to 
turn the desert into a fruitful field, and make the bar- 
ren wastes break forth into singing ; it is much more 
meritorious to cultivate the desertsiu the moral world; 
to render those who might be otherwise pernicious 
members of society, happy in themselves, and benefi- 
cial to Ihestate ; to convert the talent that was wrapt 
up in a napkin, into a public use; and by opening 
'a new source of industry, make li * and health to cir- 
culate through the whole political body. Such a per- 
son is a true patriot, and does more good to mankind, 
than all the heroes and man-destroyers who fill the 
annals of history. The feme of the one is founded 
upon the numbers that he has slain ; the glory of the 
other rises from the numbers that be preserves and 
makes happy. 

Another act of charity, of equal importance, is to 
supply the wants of the really indigent and necessi- 
tous. If the industrious with all theirefforts, are not 
able to earn a competent livelihood; if the produce 
of their labour be not proportionable to the demands 
of a numerous family ; then they are proper objects 
of your charity. Nor can there be conceived a more 
pitiable case, than that of those whose daily labour, 
after the utmost they can do, will not procure daily 
bread for themselves and their household. To con- 
sider a parent who has toiled the live-long day in 
2 
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hardship, who yet at night, instead of finding rest, 
shall find a' pain more insupportable than al) his far 
tigues abroad : the cravings of a numerous and a help- 
less family, which he cannot satisfy : this issufficicHt 
to give the most lively touches of compassion to eve- 
ry heart that is not past feeling. Nor can there be 
an exercise of chanty better judged, than administer- 
ing to the wants of those who are at the same time 
industrious and indigent. 

Another class of men that demand our eharity, 19 
the aged and feeble, who, after a life of hard labour, 
itfter being worn out with the cares and business or , 
life, are grown unfit for further business, and who 
add poverty to the other miseries of old age. What 
can be more worthy of us, than thus to contribute to 
their happiness, who have been once useful, and are 
still willing to be so; to allow them not to feel the 
want of those enjoyments, which they are not now 
able to procure ; to be a staff to their declining 
days ; to smooth the furrows in the faded cheek, 
and to make the winter of old age wear the aspect o|^ 
spring ? , 

Children also bereft of their parents, orphans cast 
upon the care of Providence, are signal objects of 
compassion. To act the part of a father to those up- 
on whose helpless years no parent of their own ever 
smiled ;. to rear up the plant that was left albne to 
perish in the storm ; to fence the tender bloom a- 
gainst the early blastij of vice ; to watch and superin- 
tend its growth, till, it Bourishes and brings forth 
fruit : this is a noble and beneficial employment well 
adapted toagenerousmind. Whatcanbemoredelight^ 
ful than thus to train up the young tp happiness and 
virtue ; to conduct them, with a safe but gentle hand, 
through the dangerous stages of infancy and youth ; 
to give them, at an age when their minds are most 
susceptible of good impressions, early notices of reli- 
gion, and render them useful members ef society, who. 
ff turned adrift, and left defenceless, would, without 
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Xiis leytradf^in^ry gr^p of God, become a burden an4 
.a nuigance to the wwld. 

But there is a class of the unfortunate not yet men- 
tionec}, who are th? greatest objects of a'l ; thps^, 
who. ^iter having b^^n accustomed to ease and plen- 
ty, are, by some unavoidable reverse of fortune, by 
.no fault or folly pf theirs, Goijdemned to bear, what 
.they are least aple to bear, the galling load of pover- 
ty ; who, after having been perhaps fathers to the 
-fetherless, in the day of their prosperity, are now be- 
,come the objects of that charity which they were 
wont so liberally to dispense. These persons p^ead 
the more strongly for oiir relief, because they are the 
least able to reveal their misery, and mal(e their wants 
known. Let these, therefore, in a peculiar manner, 
partake the bounty of the liberal and open hand. I^et 
your goodness descend to them in secret, and like the 
Providence of Heaven, conceal the hand which sends 
them relief, that their blushes may be spared while 
iheir wants are supplied' 

Concerning one class of the indigent vagrants and 
common beggars, I have hitherto said nothing. A- 
jbout these your own observation and experience, wiji 
enable you to judge. Some of them are real and de- 
serving objects of your compassion. Of others, the 
greatest want is the want of industry and virtue. 
■ The seconti thing proposed was, togive CKhort^tions 
to the practice of thig duty. This dutytis so agrew 
ble to the common notions of mankind, that every ofte 
condemns the mean and sordid spirit of that wretdi 
whom God has blessed with abundance, and cons*- 
ijuently with the power of blessing others, and who 
is yef relentless to the cries of the poor and miserab!f. 
We look with contempt and abhorrence upon a man 
who is ever amassing riches, and never bestowing 
them ; as greedy as the sea, and yet as barren as tne 
shore. Numbers, it is true, think they have done t- 
nough in declaiming against the practice of such per- 
sons; for upon the great and the opulent they tfiiftk 
the whole burden of this d»ly tfiight to w;8t ; byt fpr 



DcillizedoyGOOglq 



lis ' SERMON XL 

themselves, being somewhat of a lower class, tfiey de- 
sire to be excused. Their circumstances, they say, 
are but just easy, lo answer the demands of their ft- 
mily, and therefore, theyplead inability, and expect 
to be exempted from the performance of this duty. 
Before this excuse will be of any avail, it behoves them 
to consider, whether they do riot indulge themselves 
in expences uns,uitable to their rank and condition. 
Imaginary wants are boundless, and charity will nev- 
■er begin, if it be postponed till these have an end. Eve- 
ry man, whether rich or poor, is concerned in this 
■duty, in proportion to his circumstances : and he that 
has little, is as strictly bound to giye something out 
of that little, as he that hath more is obliged to' give 
more. What advantage was ft to the poor widow, 
that she, by giving her one mite into the treasury, 
could exercis6'a nobler charity than all the rich had 
done ? Xlie smallest gift may be the greatest bounty. 
The practice' of this duty, therefore, is incumbent 
upon all. To the performance of it you are drawn 
by that pity and compassion which are implanted in 
the heart. Compassion is the call of our Father in 
-heaven to us his children, to put utf upon relieving 
our brethren in distress. This is an affection wisely 
interwoven in our frame by the Author of pur na- 
ture, that whereas abstracted reason is too sedentary 
and remiss a counsellor, we might have a more instant 
and vigorous pleader in our breasts, to excite us to 
acts of charity. As fer, indeed, as it is ingrafted in 
■ us, it is mere instinct ;. bui when we cultivate and 
■cherish'it, til! wc love mercy, when we dwell upon 
every tender sentiment that opens our mind and en- 
larges our heart, then it becomes a virtue. Whoso- 
ever thou art whose heart is hardened and waxed 
gross, put thyself in the room of some poor unfriend- 
ed wretch, beset perhaps with'a large femily, broken 
-with misfortunes, and' pining with poverty, whilst 
- silent grief preys upon his vitals ; in such a case what 
wotfldgt thou think it reasonable thy tich neighbours . 
^duld do ? That, tike fhe Priest and the Levite, they 
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should look with an ey« of indifference, and pass by ' 
on the othei' side ; or, like the good Samaritan, poui; 
balm into thy wounded mind ? Be thyself the judge I 
and whatever thtftt thlnkest reasotrable thy neighboirrs 
should do to thee; go thou and do likewise unto them. 
Consider next the pleasure' derived fro'm benevolence.. 
Mean and illiberal is the man whose soul the good of' 
himselfcan entirely engross. Traebenevolence, exten- 
sive as the light of the sun, takes in all mankind. Iti^ 
not indeed in youv powefto support all the indigent, 
incurable, and aged ; it is not in yourpower to train 
up in the paths of virtue m'any friendless and father- 
less children: but if,- aa fer as the compass of your 
power reaches, nothing is deprived of the influence of 
your bounty, and where your power falls short, you 
are cordially affected to see good works done by o- 
thers ; those charities which you could not do, will 
be placed^ to your account- To grasp thus the whole , 
system of reasonable beingsywith an overflowing love, 
is to possess the greatest of all earthly enjoyments, is 
to make approaches. to the happiness of higher natures, 
and anticipate the joy of the world to coipe. For it 
is impossibUy that the mail who, actuated by a prin- 
ciple of obedience to his Creator^ has cherished each 
generous and liberal movement of the soul, with a 
head ever studious to contrive, aheart ever willing ttt 
promote* and hands ever ready to distribute to the 
good of his fellow-creatures, should, notwithstandingv 
be doomed to be an associate for ever with accursed 
spirits, in a place where benevolence never shed its 
kindly beams, but malice and anguish, and blackness 
of darkness, reign for ever and ever. No, the riches ■ 
which we have given away will abide with us for ever. 
The same habit of love will accompany .us to another 
world. The bud which hath opened here, will blow 
into full expansion above, and beautify the paradise 
in the heavens. 
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, Matthew t. 19. 

Whosoever therefore ahdU break one of these least com* 
rnandmeats, and shall teach men sa, he shali he cai/eq 
the least in the kingdom qfheaceat 

THE Rbilran CdthoHcs diride sins into two class-* 
eSi the venial and the mortal. ^ In the, first 
clasSi they include those slight offences which, as 
they say4 are too inconsiderable to offend the Deity {' 
and, in the second, those great and aggravated trans- 
gressions which expose men to the I>ivine vengeance 
m the world to come. Although thrs distinction, 
■which overthrows the law of morality, is abjured by 
all Protestants, yet semething like it is -still retained 
by great numbers of men. What the Papists call 
venial sins, they call sins of inflrmi'ty, human fellings^ 
imperfections inseparable from men. And their own 
favourite vices, whatever they be, they call by these 
names. Cruel isthe condition of the human kind, say 
they, and rigorous the spirit of the Christian law, if 
■We are to lie under such terrible restrictions ; if break- 
ing one of the least commandments shall exclude U9 
from the kingdom of God. Will the Great Creator 
be offended by a few trivial transgressions ; with lit* 
tie liberties, which serve only for amusement ? If o* 
thers take a general toleration, shall we not have an 
indulgence at particular times ? Jf we are prohibited 
from turning back in the paths of virtue, may we not 
make a random excursion ? If we are not allowed to 
taste the fruits, may we not at least crop the blos- 
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soms of the forbidden tree ? While the waters of plea- 
sure flow so near, and look so tempting, shall we hot 
" be permitted to taste and live ? Will the Great Judge 
of the world condemn ns to eternal punishment, for the 
indulgence of a wandering inclination, for the grati- 
fication of a sudden appetite, for a look, a word, or a 
thought ? 

As this ig the apology of vice^ which at one time 
or another all of you make to yourselves, I shall now 
shew you the dangerous nature and fatal tendency 
, of tho^se offences you call little sins. And, in entering 
upon the subject, Christians, I must observe to you, 
that the attempt to join together thejoys of religion 
and the pleasures ot sin, is altogether impracticable. 
The Divine law regulates the enjoyments, as well as 
the business of life. You are never to forget one mo- 
rnent that you are Christians. Thejoys which you 
are allowed to partake of, are in the train of virtue. 
While you are pilgrims in the wilderness, if you re- 
turn to Egypt again, you forfeit your title to the 
promised land. You have left the dominions of sin, 
you have come into another kingdom ; and if now 
you revolt to the foe, you are guilty of treason, and 
may expect to meet with tlie punishment which trea- 
son deserves. How shall we distinguish, then, you 
say, between the sins of infirmity, into which the bi'^it 
may fall, and the violation of those least command- 
ments which exclude from the kingdom of God ? \ 
answer, the text makes the distinction. Sins of inhr- 
mity proceed from frailty and surprise. The temp- 
tation comes upon men unexpected; the foe meets 
them unprepared ; and, in such cases, the most cir- 
cumspect may be off their guard, and the best na- 
tures may fall. But those sins which exclude from 
the kingdom of God, are from deliberation and full 
consent of the mind. The persons who commit them, 
as the text says, " teach ni^n so ;" tliat is, they justi- 
fy themselves in what they do, and sin upon a plan| 
Their evil intentions are not occasional and transient, 
but permanent and governing; they sleep and wake 

Q 
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upon their bad designs, and carry them along in thpe 
going out, and cuniing in ; ana thus forriiing evi| 
habits, make their livea a system of iniquity.- Whi> 
ever doe* so, though it lie only in the violation of 
what he reckons the least commandment, shall be 
called least in the kingdom of heaVen ; that is, shall 

. be excluded altogethef from it. ' 

It is proposed, at tliis time, to set before you the 
evil mature and dangerous tendency of the least trans- 
gressions. And, inthe ^st place, it may be observ- 
td, that it is a series of little Actions that ttiarks the 
i:haraciets of men. Human life is noi composed of 
great events, but of minute occurrences ; and it is not 
from a man's extraordinary exehioris, but' from his 
ordinary conduct, tlrat we form onr jtidgment of his 
character. W hert o' great event is transacting, a man 

. Js on his guard, he is prepared to act his part well, 
and often, on such occasions, in the hour of exhibi- 
tion he appears to the wotlda different' person from 
what he really' is. liuE'in the series of little actions, 
in the detail of ordinal^ life,' the turn of mind discov- 
ers^itself, the temper unfolds, the tharacter appears^ 
It is then, \^hen a man is himself, the mask ^ils off; 
and the true countenance is displayed. ' tinman life, 
then, being a circle of petty transactions, and the 
temper of men being l^nown from their conduct in 
little affairs, our character for virtue will depend oil 
our pertbrmadce of vVhat the world calls t'ho least of 
the commandments. ' This is not peculiar to virtue. 
What is it that constitutes the happiness bf domestic 
life ? Jsot the singular and uiicoroimon situations, but 
the familiar and tiie ordinary'; not the striking events 
that fly abroad iii the * mouths of the people, but the 
daily roimd of little things which are never mention- 
ed. A miser may have a feast, and be a miser still- 
be only is a happy man who hrfs his enjOyinents eve- 
ry day. ■ With very great t;ilents; and without aqgr 
remarkable vice, a man may become a most disagree*- 
able member of society, by his neglect of the atten- 
tions and civilities and decorum of lite, in like maa^ 
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per; withdiit being guilty of any enormous sin, by 
the habitual neglect of inferior duties; and by the 
practice of little ofFences^ a man may sin unto death. 

A good life is one of those pictures, whose perfec- 
tion arises from the nice and the minute strokes. It 
is not one blazing star,, but the host of Ikssbt lights^ 
which forms t|ie beanty of the heavens. In like man- 
ner, how does the (ircat Jrtdge at the last day decide ' 
the fate; ahd determine the characters of men ? -i'ou 
reckon sins of omissicin but little sins, yet; on account 
of these, tlie sentence of everlasting condemhatiun i^ 
passed: Because ye gave no bread to ihe hungry, no 
water to the thirsty^ and no raiment to the naked, re- 
lieved not the oppressed, and visited not the prisoner, 
therefore) " depart into everlasting fire, prepared for 
*' the defil and his angels." In -tike manner, he de- 
termines the character of the righteotts; not from tM 
Striking and splendid virtues which tliey exhibited to 
the world, but from the performance of the inferior 
duties (if daily life : '' Come, ye blessed of my J^'atherj 
*' inherit the kingdom prepaifd for ytfu from the 
'' fouitdatibn of the World;" Why ? Is it for thd 
-ispiendid works of pietyi fof building temples to tli^ 
Deity; or dying as martyrs to the Christian faith ? 
No. Men may build temples; withtyut love to thei 
Deity ; they nJay die as martyrsj without real reli- 
gion ; but because ye have given food to the hungry, 
drink to the thirsty; and raiment to the naked ; actions 
of life ir» which ye must hare been sincere; because 
ye never expected that such actions would be lieard 
of, and the practice bf them grew so much iato ha- 
bit, that ye scarcely thou^t it a virtue to perform 
tbem. 

S^coH/ify, These little sins attack the authority of 
the Divine Legislator as much, or perhaps more, thaix 
^reat sins: Evil thoughts are as expressly prohibited 
|in the Divine law aSevil deeds: The same'God whgl 
Says, thou shalt titit kilt; say» also,- thoa Hhah no& 
hate thy brother in thy heart. What sentiment' Kiust 
you entertain of the Majesty in the Heaveasf when 
.9 
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liis command cannot restrain you from the comniis- 
sion of ttie least sin ? llath not God forbidden the 
impure desire and the malicious intention, as well as 
adultery and murder? And is it not as much his 
will that he should be obeyed in ihone command-!- 
ments as in these? Have you a dispensation granted 
you to take the name of God in vain in common con- 
versation, any more than yon have to gwear faisely 
before a civil magistrate ? Have you more liberty al- 
lowed you to wound yourneighboiir's character, than 
you have to shed his blood ? >Jo ; the prohibition ex- 
tends to the one as well as to the other. The same 
authority that forbids the action, forbids the desire. 
The same law which says, thou shalt not steal, says 
also,. thou shalt not covet. But you say, that the in- 
dulgences you plead for, are with regard to things in 
iheir own nature indifferent. Alas! if you had pro- 
per ideas of a God possessed of infinite perfcclion, 
nothing that he commands or forbids would appear 
indifferent. To you it may appears matter of little 
moment or concern, what the strain of your thoughts 
is, or how the tenor of your conversation runs; but 
when you learn that your thoughts are known in hea- 
ven, and that by your words you shall be justiSed 
or condemned, thetie assume a more serious form, and 
become of infinite importance. Butif the things for 
which you beij an indulgence, are in their own na- 
ture small, why do you not abstain from them ? If 
the prophet liad cunnaanded you a great thing, you 
might liave uturmured lagainst the precept ; but when 
he ouljteiijoins what you yourselves reckon a little 
thing, what .pretence have you for a complaint ? In 
place of being an excuse, this is an aggravation of 
your offence. With your own mouth you condemn 
yourself. Can there be a stronger proof of a dege- 
l|erate nature and a stubborn mind, that this inclina- 
tion to disobey your Creator, in things that you reck- 
gn of little consequence ? What can shew a heart 
hardened against Uod, and set against the Heavens, 
sv.tnuch as this refractory and rebellious disposition 
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\rh)ch leads mea to violate the Majesty of the law, toi ' 
insult the authority of the Lawgiver, to risk the veti-i 
geance of the Omnipotent, and to pour contempt oni 
all the perfections of the Divine nature, rather than 
part with what they themselves reckon small and in- 
considerable. 

In the third place, you may contract as much guilt 
by breaking the least of the commandments, as by 
breaking the greatest of them. You start back and 
are aflfrighted at the approach of great iniquity ; the 
bean revolts from a temptation to flagrant sins ; yet 
thousands of lesser sins, evil thoughts, malicious words,' 
petty oaths,- commodious lies, little deceits, you make 
no scruple to commit every day. But the. guilt of' 
such reiterated sins is as greatj or greater, than that of 
any single sin. To hate yonr neighbour in your heart 
without cause, to take every opportunity of blasting 
his character, and defeating his designs, makes you 
as guilty in the Divine eye* as if you had imbrued 
your hands in his blood. To use false weights, and a 
deceitful balance, is as criminal as a direct act of 
thefts He who defrauds his neighbours daily in the 
course of his business,- is a greater sinner before God,- 
and a worse member of society, than he who once in 
his life, robs on the highway. The frequency of these 
little sins makes the guilt great, and the danger ex.' 
treme, The constant operation of evil deeds impairs 
the strength of the soul, and shakes the foundation on^ 
which virtue rests. Wave succeeding wave under- 
mines the whole fabric of virtue, and makes the build- 
ing of God to fall* 'The thorns, which at first could 
scarcely be seen,' spread by degrees over the field, and 
cJioak the gaod seed. The locusts whidi Moses 
brought over the land of Egypt, appeared at first a 
contemptible multitude; but in a little time, like a 
cloud, they darkened the air; as a mighty array* they 
covered the face of the earth ; they devoured the herb 
of the field, the fruit of the tree, and every green thing/ 
and turned what was formerly like the garden of £den- 
into 3 desolate wilderness. Thus these little sins in- 
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creaM aa they advance ; they blast where thef efifer t 
by degrees they make the spiritual life decay ; they 
lay waste the new creation, and turn the intellectual 
world into a chaos, without form, and void of order.' 
And yet we are not on our guard against them. It 
fareth with us as it did with the Israelites of old. 
We tremble more at one Goltah than at the whole ar- 
my of the Philistines. One gross scandalous sin 
makes ua recoil and start back ; and yet we ve.nture on 
the guilt of numberless smaller sins, without hesitaw 
tion or remorse. What signifies it whether you die 
of many small wounds, or by one great wound ? 
What great difference does it make, whether the de* 
Touring ^re and the everlasting burnings are kindled 
by many sparks, or by one fire-brand? When God 
ahall reckon up against you at the great day the many 
thousand malicious thoughts, slanderous words, de-* 
ceits, oaths, imprecations, ties, that you have beeri 
guilty of, the account will be as dreadful, and the' 
wrath as insupportable, as if atrocious crimes had stood 
Vpon the list. 

In the Jourtk place, these littl« offences make life a 
chain, and a continuation of sins, so that conversion 
becomes almost impossible. Often, upon the com-^ 
mission of a gross sin, a sober interval succeeds i 
serious reflection has its hout; sorrow and confri-< 
tion of heart take their turn ; then is the cribis of ^ 
nan's character; and many improving this fevour- 
able opportunity, have risen greater from their fall/ 
But if theae little sins then come in ; if between 
the commission of one gross sin and another, there 
intervenes a constant neglect of God, a bardnes» 
9f heart, a vanity of imagination, and unfruitfulness 
of life, you still add to the number of yotir sinsy 
and treasure up to yourselves wrath against iht 
day of wrath. Such little sins fill up the roid spa- 
ces ; so that, by this means^ life becomes an uninter*' 
rupted and unbrokeR chain of iniquity. Thus you 
zender yourselves incapable of reformation, and put 
yourselves out of the power of Divine grace. How 
is it possibU that yuu can ever come within the reaelY 
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of meroy ? How can the voice of God reach yoac 
tieart } He speaks to you ia the majestic silence of.hia 
Works ; but you reckon it no sin at all to shut your 
ears against the voice which comes from heaven to 
earth, and reaches from one end of the world to the 
other.^ He 6i>eak3 to you by the voice of liis provi- 
dence ; but you reckon it of little nipment to regar4 
the doiiigs of tbe Lord- He speaks to you in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures ; but yon reckon the precept tc» read 
Jthcae one of the least commandments. He speaks to 
you in the ordinances of his own institution, but alas I 
how many hold it a little sin to absent themselveii 
6^m these altogether ! And liow many of those who 
attend, think it but a little sin to spend their time as 
tinprotitably as if absent 1 He speaks to you with the 
still -small voice ; hii Spirit whispers to your spirit. 
He seeks to enter in by your thoughts ; but vanity, 
and folly, and vice, swarms of little sinaj stop up the 
' passage. Thus every comer of life is filled up. Eve- 
j-y avenue to the heart is shut. You nowhere lie o- 
jien to the impression of Divine grace, and the soul is 
So fiill, that there is no room for the Holy Spirit to 
enter. ' ' 

' In the last pl^ce, these lesser sins in^libly lead to 
greater. There is a fatal progress in vice. One sin 
naturally leads to another: the first step leads to the 
second, till, by flegrees, you come to the bottom of 
tlie precipice. Deceit, duplicity, dissimulation in 
different tnatters, which many persons who maintain 
what is called a decent character, make no scruple to 
employ, have a tendency to render you insincere on 
taiore intportanf occasions, and may gradually destroy 
your character of integrity altogether. He who tells 
iaisehoods' fot his own conveniency, will, in the na* 
tural course of things, become a conimon liar. 
* Tbe spirit of gaming perhaps you reckon a small 
sin. When gaming is only ah amu&emenr. it is inno- 
cent ; but whenever' it goes' farther, whenever it is 
made' a serious business, and tlie love of it becomes a 
{)a3sion, farewell to tranquillity and virtue ; then auc- 
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ceed days of vanity-'ana nigltts of care ; dissipation of 

life, corruption .ofniaBners, inattention to domestic 

aflfairs, arts of dBceit, lying, cursing, and perjury. At 

a distance poverty, with contempt at her heels, and 

in the rear of ^U* despair bringing a halter in her 

hand. 

Thus have I set before you tlie evil nature and the 
dangerous tendency of the least tran^ressions. And 
do you ask an indulgence in little sips, when you see 
how fatal they are ? Do you still ask to make an ex- 
cursion from tiu; path of virtue ? Such an excursion, if 

ou make, you will fall in with the road to perdition. 

)o you stjU wish to taste the waters which unlawful 
pleasure presents to your eye ? Taste them ypjj may ; 
but be assured that there is poison in the stream, and 
death in the cup. Alas! if we calmly indulge our- 
selves in thecool commission of the least sin, who knows 
sehen or wiefe we shall stop ? If once we yi^ld to the 
temptation, in whose power is it to say, hitherto- shall 
I go, but no further ? Many persons at their 6rst set- 
ting out, would haye ti-embled at the very thought of 
these sins, which in time, and by an easy transition, 
they have been brought to commit with boldness. The 
traitor consigned to eternal infamy, Jijdas Iscariot, 
who betrayed the Lord of glory, had at first only his 
covetousness to answer for. Fly, therefore, I beseech 
you, fly fmm the first approaches of sin. Guard your 
innocence, as you would guard your life. If you ad- 
vance one step over the line whi<;h separates the way 
of life from the way of death, down you sink to the 
bottomless abyss. Come not then near the territories 
of perdition. Stand back and survey the torrent 
which is now sp mighty and overflowing, that it de- 
luges the land, and you will find it to proceed from a 
small contemptible brook. Examine the conflagration 
that has laid- a city in ashes, and you will fiud it to 
arise from a single spark. 
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Hebrews xii. 3-i. 

^The biood^f sprinkling', which speaketh ieilet" l/iingS 
than that of Abet. 

EEASON and philosophy have applied their pow- 
ers td external objects with wonderful success; 
They have traced the order of nature, and explained 
the elements of things. By observation and experii 
bncei they have ascertained the laws of the universe j 
they have counted tiie number of the dtars ; and fol- 
lowing the footsteps of the Almighty, have discover- 
ed some of the great lines of that original plan accord- 
ing to which he created the world; But when they 
approach the region of spirit and intelligence^ they 
stop short in their discoveries. The tnind eludes ilS 
Own searchi The Author of our nature has checked 
. Our career in such studies^ to teach us; that action and 
moral improvement, not speculation and inquiry, aro 
the ends of our being. Accordingly, the moral part 
of our frame is the ea?ie3t understood. Having beeii 
placed here by Providence for great and noble pur- 
poseSi virtue is the law of our nature. This being the 
great rule in the moral World, God has enforced it in 
various ways; He hath endowed us with a sense or 
fecultyi which, viewing actions in themselves, with- 
out regard to their consequences^ approves pr disap- 
proves ihem. He hath endowed iis with another sense, 
Which passes sentence upOn actions according to their 
consequences in society. He hath given us a third, 
which, Temoving human actions from life^ and the 
world altc^etherj carries tiiem to a higher trlbqnal 
vot,. ij R 
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The first, which is the morai sense, belongs to us as 
individuals; is instinctive in all its operations ; ap- 
proves of virtue as being moral beauty ; and disap- 
proves of vice as being moral deformity. The second, 
which is the sense of wri/iV^, belongs to us as members 
of society, is directed in its operations by reason, and 
passes sentence upon actiotis according as tbey are fa- ' 
vourable or pernicious to the public good. The tliird, 
which \% conscienje, belongs to us as subjects of the 
Divine government, is directed in its operations by 
the word of Gbd, arid considers human actions as con- 
nected witii a future state of rewards and punishments. 
It is this which properly belongs to religion. Upon 
this faculty of conscience, the happiness or misery of 
mankind in a great measure depends. A good con- 
science is a continual feast, and proves a spring of joy 
amidst the greater distresses. A conscience troubled 
with remorse, or haunted with fear, is the greatest of 
all human evils. Aocordingly, the Cliristian religion, 
which adapts itself to every state of our natu;%, and 
carries consolation to the mind in every distress, has 
presented to the weary and heavy laden sinner* " the 
" blood of sprinkling, which speaketh. better things 
" than the blood of Abel." The meaning of which 
expression is this: As the blood of Abel, crying to 
Heaven for vengeance, filled the mind of Cain with 
horror, and as every sin is attended with remorse ; so 
the blood of Jesus is of power to deliver the mind 
from this remorw;, and. restore peace of conscience to 
the true penitent. 

In further treating upon this subject, I shall de- 
scribe to you the nature of that remorse which is the 
companion of a guilty mind ; and neict the deliver- 
. ance which the Gospel gives us fi-om it, by njeans of 
" the blood of sprinkling." In the jCr*/ place, then, 
let us consider the nature of tliat remorse which is the 
companion of a guilty mind. 

Almighty God having created man after.Iiis own 
image, intended him for moral excellence and perfec- 
tion. Hence all his patsions were originally set on 
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the side of virtue, and all his fecqities tended to hea- 
ven. Conscience is still the least corrupted of all the 
powers of the soul. It keeps a faithful register of our 
deeds, and passes impartial sentence upon them. It 
is appointed the judge of human life; is invested 
with authority and dominion over the whole man, 
and is armed with stings to punish the guilty. 
These are the sanctions and enforcements of that eter- 
nal law to which we are subjected. For even in our 
present fallen state, we are so framed by the Author 
of our nature, that moral evil can no more be com- 
mitted than natural evil can be sutFered, without an- 
guish and disquiet. As pain follows the inHiction of 
a woundi as certainly doth remorse attend the com- 
mission of sin. Conscience may be lulled asleep for 
a while, but it will one day vindicate its rights. It 
will seize the sinner in an hour when he is not aware ; 
will blast him perhaps in the midst of his mirth, and 
•put him-to the torture of an accusing mind. For the 
truth of this observation, let me appeal to your own 
experience. Did you ever indulge a criminal pas- 
sion ; did you ever allow yourselves in any practice 
which you knew to be unlawful, without feeling an 
inward struggle and strong reluctance of mind be- 
fore the attempt, and bitter pangs of remorse after 
the commission ? Though no eye saw what you did ? 
though you were sure that no mortal could discover 
it, did not shame and confusion secretly lay hold of 
you ? Was not your own conscience instead of a 
thousand fitnesses ? Did it not plead with you face 
to face, and upbraid you for your transgressions ? 
Have tvot some of you perhaps, at this instant, a sen- 
sible experience of the truths which 1 am now press- 
ing upon you ? In these days of retirement and self- 
examination, did you not feel the operation of that 
powerful principle ? Did not your sins then rise up 
before you in sad remembrance ? Has not tlie image 
of them pursued you into the house of God ? And 
are not your minds now stung with some of that re- 
gret which followed upon tlie first commission ? 
2 
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My brethren, there is no escaping from a guilty 
mind. You can avoid some evils, by mingling in soi- 
ci'ety ; you Can avoid others, by retiring into solitude J, 
but. this eiiemy, this tormentor within, is never to be: 
avoided. If thou retirest into solitude, it will meet 
thee there, and haunt thee like a ghost. If thou go- 
est into society, it will go wit'h thee j it will mar the 
entertainment^ and dash the untasted cup from thy 
trembling hand. Whilst the sinnCr indulges his vain 
imagination ; whilst he solaces himself with the pro- 
spect of pleasures rising upon pleasures never to have 
an end, and s'ays tb his'soul, be of good cheer, thou 
hast Happiness laid up for many years, a vbice comes 
to his heart that" strikes him iwilh sudden fear, and 
turns the vision of joy to a scene 6f horror. Whilst 
the proud and impious Balshazzar enjoys the feast 
with his princes, his concubines, and his wives; 
whilst he carouses in the consecrated vessels of the 
Sanctuary; in a monient the scene changes ; the hand- 
writing on the wall turns the house of mirth into a 
house of mourning ; the countenance of the king 
changes, and his knees smite one against another, 
whilst the Frophet,in awful accents, pronounces his 
doom; pronounces that tiishour is come,' and that 

his kingdom is'departed from him. 

It is in adversity that the pangs of conscience are 
most severely felt. When afljiction humbles the na* 
live pride Ot the heart, and gives a man leisure to re- 
flect upon his former ways, his past lite rises up tu 
view; having now no interest in the sins which he 
committed, they appear in all their native deformity, 
and till his mind with anguish atid remorse. • Men 
date their niisforttines from their faults, and acknow- 
ledge their sin when they meet with the punishment.. 
The sons of Jacob felt no remorse when they sold 
their brother to be a slave j they had delivered them- 
selves from the foolish fear that he was nne day to be 
greater than- they ; they congratulated themselves 
upon the mighty deliveranw. But the very firgc 
jBiisfortone which befel them, a little rough usage ip 
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^ foreign land, awakened their guilty fears, and they^ 
paid one to- another, " We are verily guilty concem- 
♦' ing our brother, in that we saw tho anguish of his 
^* soul when he- besought us, and we would not hear, 
" therefore is this dislrese come upon us." 

But that the prosperous sinner may not presumes 
upon impunity from the lashes of a guilty mind, and 
to shew you that no situation, howtver exempted 
from adversity, and that Tio station, however exalted, 
is proof again&t the horrors of remorse, 1 shall adduce 
two remarkable instances" of persons who felt all the 
horrors of a guilty mind, without meeting with any 
judgments to awaken tliem. Thetirst is that of Cain, 
■referred to in the text. When the offering of Abel 
ascended acceptable and well-pleasing to God, Cain 
Was seized with envy ; from that moment he meditat- 
ed vengeance against him, and at last imbrued his 
hands in the blood of his 'brother. There was then 
tio Taw against murder ; and if, antecedent to law, 
there is no original sense of right and wrong implant- 
ed in the mind, if conscience, as some affirm, was not 
"sk natural, but an acquired power, tlie mind of Cain 
might have been' at ease j be might have enjoyed the 
calm and the serenity of innocence. But when he 
Was brought to the tribunal of- conscience, was his 
wind' at ease? Did he enjoy the cairn and the serenity 
of innocence? ' No." lie cried out in the bitterness 
of remorse, '*^ My punishment is greater than 1 can 
" bear."- What punishment did he complain of? 
There ' was' theri no punitihment denounced against 
mrtrder, and- the Lord expressly secured him from 
corporal putiishmftnt. ' But he had that within, to 
which all external punishments are light. He was 
extended on the rack of reflection, and he lay upon 
the torture of the mind. Hell was kindled within 
-him, anij he felt the lirstgnawings of the worm that 
never dies.' ' ■■- ■ -v ^ : 

1 Aiwther remw-kablp , instsmre of the dominion. of 
ct»nscienee,^<v»« lKiv«fiU tliBiiistory of Utfrod.. John 
Ibd Baptist;, i^ie hmiiiingeiPofcibot'liord, sojourned a 
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.while in the court of Herod. This ^ithful moiritor 
spared not sin in the person of a king, but reproved 
him openly for his vices. Herod, although he dis-. 
liked, yet he respected the prophet, and feared the 
multitude who believed in his doctrines. But on 
Herod*s birth day, when the daughter of Herodias 
danced before him, he made a sudden vow, that he 
would grant her whatsoever she desired. Being in- 
structed of her mother, she asked the head of John 
the Baptist. One of the common arts by which we 
deceive our consciences is to set one duty against ano- 
ther. Hence sin is generally committed under tlie 
.appearance of some virtue, and hence the greatest 
crimes Which have ever troubled the world, have been 
committed under the name, and under the shew of. 
religion. .Siich was the crime which we are now 
considering. The observance of an oath, has, among 
all nations, been regarded as a religious act ; and 
here ^ fair opportunity offered itse'f to one who only 
waited for such' an opportunity, to make religion 
trinmpti at the expence oi' virtue, If Herod had no 
inclination to destroy the Prophet, and no interest in 
his death, his conscience would have told him that 
intirder was an atrocious crime, which no considera- 
tion could alleyiate, nof excuse ; it would have told 
him that vows, which it is unlawful to make, tt 
is also unlawful to keep;, but Iferbd waa already 
a party in the cause ; he determined to get quit of 
his enemy ; he satisfied his conscience with some vain 
pretences, and gave orders to behead^ the Baptist. 
But were ftll his ani^ieties and sorrows buried with 
the Prqphet f Ne : The grave of the Prophet was the 
grayis of his peace. Neither the splendour of ma- 
jesty, nor the guards of state, nor the noite. of battle, 
nor the shouts of victory could drown the alarms of 
. f:onscience. That mangled form was ever present, to 
his eyes ; the cry of blood was ever in hiS' eara. 
Hence, when our Savtaiur.appeiaxed'tn apublic.cha- 
racter,.and began 'tntoakrh. andito workvmiracles, He- 
rod cried out,, in theiidtrotsof 4 guilty ipind, " It is 
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** John the Baptist whom 1 slew ; he is risen from the 
" dead." 

How great, my brethren, is the power and domi- 
nion of conscience ! The Almighty appointed it his 
vicegerent in the worid ; he invested it with his own 
authority, and said, " Be thou a God unto man/* 
Hence it has power over the course of time. It can 
recal the past; it can anticipate the futnre. It reach- ' 
es beyond the limits of this globe; it visits the cham- 
bersof the grave; it re-animates the bodies of the 
dead ; exerts a dominion over the invisible regions, 
■ and summons the inhabitants of the eternal world to 
haunt the slumbers, and shake the hearts of the wick- 
ed. Tremble then, Oman ! whosoever thou art, who 
art conscious to thyself of unrepented sins. Peace of 
mind thou shalt never enjoy. Repose, like a false 
fi'iend, shall fly from thee. Thou shalt be driven 
&om the presence of the Lord like Adam when he 
sinned, and be terrified when thou hearest his voice, 
as awful when it comesfrom within, as when it came 
from without. The spirit of a man- may sustain his 
intirmity ; but a spirit wounded by remorse who can. 
bear? 

The wcoBrfthing proposed, was, to shew you the de- 
liverance which the Gospel gives us from remorse, 
by means of the " blood of sprinkling.-" This ex^ 
pression allndeS' to the ceremonial method of expiat- 
ing sin under the Old Testament, by offering sacri- 
fices, and sprinkling the blood of the victim upon the 
altar. But, as thiswasin itself only typical of Christ,' 
how welcome to the soul is the glad tidings of the 
Messiah, who did, whatthese sacrifices could not do, 
— actually save his people from their sins! By the 
atonement and blood of Christ, the sins of men have 
been completely expiated. It is the voice of the 
Gospel of Peace, "Take, eat, and live for ever." 
What relief will it give to the wounded mind, to hear 
of the blood of sprinlding, which speaketh better 
things than the blood of Abel i The Gospel being 
published to the worid, and the offers of mercy 
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through a Redeemer being. made to all men, the sin- 
cere penitent accepts these offers, and flies for refuge 
to the hope set before him. Then , Jesus saves his 
people from their sins, he heals the mind which was- 
wounded by remorse, and bestows tli^t pfiace which 
the world cannot give* and cannot take away. There 
is joy in heaven, we are told, over a sinner thatre-- 
penteth, and the joy of the heavens is communicated 
to the returning penitent. When he beholds God 
reconciled- to him in the face of his Son i when he 
bears, in secret, the blessed Jesus whispering in sweet 
strains to his heart, " Son, be of good cheer, thy sins 
*' are forgiven thee," he is filled witli peace and with 
joy ; with peace which passetl) all understanding; 
with joy which is unspeakable and gloriousi His 
sins being forgiven, he is accepted jn the Beloveds 
He is an heir oT immortality, and bis name is written 
in heaven j to him is opened the fountain of life. He. 
has a title to all the pleasures which are at God's 
right hand ; to the treasures of heaveOj and to the 
joys of eternity. He looks forward with a well-* 
grounded hope, to that happy dayj when he shall 
take possession of the inheritance on high; he antici- 
pates the delights of the world to cortjBl and breaks 
forth into strains of exultation, sicoijarto those trans- 
ports of assurance uttered by the Apostle* "Who. 
" shall lay any thing to the charge of (Jod's elect ? 
" It is God that justifieth ; who is he that condemn- 
" eth ? It is Christ that died, yea, rather that ia risen 
" again, and who now aitteth and intercedeth for U9 
" at God's right hand." 
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Fur what shall it profit a man, if he shall ^am the n'hole 
world, and lose Ids own soul? 

f 'a ''•HERE is not a person in this assembly, but who 
A assents immediately to the truth of the maxim 
im|>licd in the text. You all agree, that reUgion if 
the one thing needful, and that above all things you 
ought to seek the kingdom' of God, and the righteous* 
uess thereof. But there is a wide-difierence betweea 
the assent of the rahid to the truth of this principle, 
and that deep conviction of its importance, which, in 
Scripture, obtains the name of faith ; sufHciait to in-r 
fluence the heart, and to determine the life. A great 
part of mankind seem to hnvJ no steady belief that 
they 3re endowed with souls which are immortal; an 
eternity to come is with thein merely a matter of spec- 
ulation, and their £tith In a future world has little 
more iuAuence upon their lives, than their idea of a 
distant country, which they are never to ase. Hence 
spiritual and eternal things are heard with little emo- 
tion or concern, while they are delivered in the house 
of God. Some can give themselves up to listlessness ; 
and otiiers soon lose all remembrance of what tlicy 
have heard, in the next amusement, or in ttie newu 
of the day. Even He who spoke as never mau spake, 
and while he discoursed on points of such importaif^ 
as the loss of the soul, had occasion often to take^p 
the complaint* that in vain he stretched out his band-s 
all day long to a disobedient people. 
S " 
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To call your contemplation, then, to these subjects, 
fbr they need no more but to be considered aright, 
in order to be felt, 1 shall endeavpnr to shew you the 
value of the fcoul, from its native dignity, from its ca- 
pacity of improvement, from its immortality, and from 
Its unalterable state at death. 

Let us consider then, in lhe_first place, the native 
importance and dignity of the human sou). It is the 
mind chiefly that is the man. Qur souls properly are 
ourselves. The bodily organs are the ministers of 
the mind ; by these it sees and hears, and holds a 
correspondence with external thifigs. It is by ou^ 
souls that we hold our station in the scale of being ; 
that we rank above tbe animal world, and daim alli- 
ance with superior aiid immortal natures. A& the 
soul is superior to the body, so intellectual pleasures 
exceed the sensual ; as heaven is higher than the earth, 
so the joys of a heavenly ojigtn are superior to earth- 
ly enjoyments. 1 mean not in the common way, to 
depreciate temporal possessions, as being insignihcant 
in themselves, and-nnworthy the cares or labours of a 
wise man. Such discourse is mere declamation ; it is 
igainst nature, contrary to truth; and makes nO im- 
pression at all. Let all the value be set upon wealth 
and temporal possessions which they deserve, as aflFord- 
ing a defence from many evils to which poverty is li- 
able ; as ministering to the convenience, the conso- 
lation, and the enjoymet^t of life ; as supporting a sta- 
tion with decency and dignity in the world ; and as 
- accompanied with an importance, by which a good 
toiati may find much pleasure arising to himself, and 
have the power of doing much good to his fellow- 
creatures ; let all the value which reason allows, be 
set upon temporal acquisitions and enjoyments, still 
they are infefier to those of an intellectual and moral 
'kind: still tjie maxim remains true, that he would b6 
ftn'infinite loser who should gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul. " Thou hast put more giadnesi 
" into my heart," aaith the Psalmesi, " than worldly 
** men know, when their com, and their wine, an^ 
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^eiroit abound." And do not yonr-own feeling and 
experience bear witness to this trotli ? Who will not 
acknowledge that there is no more excellence in wis- 
dom, than in mere animiil strength ? Who will not 
own that there is mtire happiness in the improving 
conversation of tlie wise, tlian in the tumultuous up- 
roar of the debauched and licenfiou^ ? Are the rays 
of light as pleasant to the eye as the radiations of trutlt 
to the mind? Have sensual gratificiitions a charm tor 
the soulj equal to inrellectual anrf moral joys? Wliile 
the former soon .p^ll upon iW appetirci' are not the 
fatter a perpetual feast r While the remembrance of 
the one Is attended with no pleasure; is npt the re- 
membrance of the other a repetition of the eujoyiBent? 
But great as the dignity of the human soul is, if 
may be still greater t for, in the second phce, it pos- 
sesses a capacity of improvement. This constitutes 
one essential difference betwe|in the intellectual and 
the material world. All m^t'^rial things soon reach 
the end of their progress, and arrive at a point beyond 
which they cannot go; Instinct grows apac:;, and 
the animal is soon complete in all its facullies and 
powers. Man rii>ens more slowly, because lie ripens 
for immortality. Those enjoyments and pursuits of 
.man also; which do not belong to him as an immortal 
beingi come soon to their periodi Amusement, wJien 
fcontinued long, becomes a fatigue. In pleasure there 
is a point; beyond which^ if it be carried, it is plea- 
sure no more; it turns into pain. The pursuits of 
greatness, too, are very limited, and the race of ho- 
nour is soon run. After many-a weary step, the vo- 
tary of ambition finds that he has been runniiig in a 
circle; and that he is come to the self-same point from 
Which he set out; Mind, mind alone, contains in 
itself the principle of progression and improvement 
without end. There ia no ultimate power m tiie pro- 
giess of man : there is no termination to the career of 
an immoFtai s|)irit. The dominions of eartiily great- 
ness are circumscribed within narrow limits, and the 
hero has often wished for new countries to contjuer ; 
but the empire of the mind has no limit nor ^ouq- 
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dary ; and we can never arrive at that period, when 
we may say, liitherto can we go, but no tarther. Ne- 
ver have we learned so much, but we may learn more. 
Suppose life never so long, if the powers remain, new 
patlis to science may be strutk out, fresh accessions 
of knowledge may be made. And we know from ex- 
perience, that the largest measure of knowledge proves 
no burden to the mind, nor weakens ils powers; but 
that, on the contrary, the capacity enlarges with the 
acquisition, and that men, the more they have learn- 
ed, ihe more apt they are to learn ; the less is their la- 
bour, and the easier their progress. 

Improvements in goodness keep pace with improve- 
ments in «ibdom. Repeated acts of obedience grow 
into habit ; the penitent is confirmed in righteousness, 
and he that is holy becomes holier still. From the 
fulness which is in God, he adds grace to grace. The 
day of small things ^hineth more and more, and that 
day is, succeeded by no night. The pilgrims, who 
at firsr set out feeble and faint, grow vigorous as they 
advance, going forward from strength to strength ; 
ascending from one degree of goodness to another, 
they approach the evertastiivg hills, and coming with- 
in the sphere of heaven, they inhale the spirit of their 
native region, they feel the attraciions of the uncre- 
ated beauty, they receive a foretaste of the fruits of life, 
and, with hearts already full of heaven, and with 
tongues already tuned to the songs above, they put 
on the brightness of angels, and enter into the man- 
sions of paradise. 

In the third i)lace, the value of the soul will farther 
Appear, if we consider that it is immortal. All hu- 
man things soon come to an end. Temporal posses- 
sions, and earthly greatness, have a short date. The 
world itself IS tor ever changing ; the fashion tliereof 
passes away, and he who knuws it in one age, in the 
next would not know it again. How short lived are 
the enjoyments of this mortal state ! Although the 
flowers of transient joy, more hardy than the gourd 
of Jonah, may outlive the heat of the morning, and 
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glow amid the blaze of noon, yet when tltefalastoF 
evening comes, they are nipt and wither away. Am- 
bition too lias its day, and often a ^hort one. Its vo- 
taries seetn to be raised, but the more sensibly to feel 
their fall. The same whirlwind tbat snatches them 
up from the crowd, brings them down at even with 
tenfold fory. Not to mention these more violent re- 
volutions, its natural period soon comes. He who 
runs the race of human glory, is lost in the very dusc 
tliat is raised around him. And such is the sudden 
end of all terrestrial enjoyments, when^ after the stu- 
dy and the labour of years, we have with much pains 
and care gathered together the requisites and materia 
als of a happy life, and say to ourselves, " Soui, take 
" thine ease, thou hast goods laid up for many years,'* 
the warning voice is heard, " Thou fool, this night 
** thy soul riiall be required of thee." . So transient 
is the date, so short the day of power, and pleasure, 
and greatness! But wisdom never dies ; but virtue is 
immortal. We have a higher life than that which 
beats in the pulse, and when the dust returns to the 
dust as it was, the spirit returns to God who gave it. 
It is indeed an awful, though a pleasing thought, that 
we have an eternity before us. When the sun shall 
be extinguished in eternal darkness; when the hea- 
vens shall be rolled together like a scroll i wl)en the 
eartb, with all its works, shall be dissolved, the soul, 
shall survive the general wreck, and exult in the en- 
joyment ctf youth iramoital! To think of an infinity 
of years of existence, enduring beyond all the num- 
bers which we can add together, beyOnd all the mil- 
lions of ages which figures can comprehend, and that, 
when all this vast sum of duration is expended, our ■ 
existence is but just beginning, is, indeed, beyond 
imagination to grasp. Never to come to an end, nev- 
er to be nearer an end, is indeed amazing, overwhelm- 
ing, and incompreliensible to the mind. But such is 
thine inheritance, O man ! " Because I live,'* saith 
the Lord, " ye shall live also." Our duration shall 
be cdeval- with His years who sits upon the Tbrone 
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for ever ; the Ancient of days, who is, and was, an'ti 
is to comet 

In tlie last place^ to shew you the value of the soul 
Still more, aOier death its state is unalterablei This 
is our state of probation, and now is the time to fix 
the character for eternity. This is the spring-time of 
everlasting life ; according as we now sow; hereafter 
we shall reap i on our present conductjdependaour hap- 
piness ormisery for ever. There is neither repentance 
nor apostacy beyond the grave. The righteous can 
never fell away^ and to the wicked there remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sin* From the judgment seat of the 
Immutable, the voice is heard, " He that is righteous; 
" let him be righteous still j and he that is unjust, let 
" him be unjust still." 

But even here, too, appears that goodness of God 
which is over all his works. For while we know not 
of any addition to the torments of the wicked, thd 
happiness of the righteous shall be for ever on the in- 
crease. That capacity of improvement which we forJ 
merly ascribed to the soul, is a capacity of improve- 
ment without end. The progress which begins here* 
is carried on hereaftcn Heaven is indeed the resi^ 
dence of the spirits of jusfmen made perfect ; but it 
is not to be imagined, that they are all at once ad- 
vanced to a perfection which they shall not to eter- 
nity exceed. They will indeed hnd. their state hap- 
py, when they are taken from this world ; they will 
all be presented without spot or, blemish in the pre- 
sence of God with exceeding joy ; but still there is 
room left for their improvement in perfection and 
happiness. It cannot, indeed, be otherwise. For 
the more we know of the Divine perfections and 
works, our veneration and love of God will increase 
the more. Now, it is impossible that we can ever 
know so much of Godj and his works, bnt that we 
may know more. As our knowledge of God, there* 
fore, and our views of the Divine glory, will be en- 
larged without end, our love and admiration of him 
will also increase for ever. And in proporiion to our 
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love, our assimilation to the Divine nature, and our 
joy in the Lord, will be. What a prospect, O Chris- 
tian, does this open up to thy mind ! Here thou art at 
liberty to expatiate at large ! Here is a noble field for 
thy contemplation ! Ther; is a tii^e appointed when 
thou shalt occupy that station which is now occupied 
by the highest angel in heaven. Not that we shall 
overtake the angels in their course, or, in the career 
of immortality, press upon natures of a superior or- 
der; but that we ^a]l make ad\^nces in moral per- 
fections, and improve in the beauties of immortafity. 
God shall behold his gfe^t family for ever brighten- 
ing in holiness ; for ever drawing nearer and nearer 
in likeness to himself. The river of their pleasures 
increases as it rolls. The fulness of their joy grows 
more and more full. Throughout all the ages of e- 
temity, there is still a heaven which is to come ; still 
a glory which is to be revealed. 

If the soul then be of such infinite value, how in- 
expressibly great must the ioss of it be ! Over the 
mansions of utter darkness, the Scriptures draw a veil 
which does not authorize our conjectures. What is 
comprehended under these awful emblems, the worm 
that never dies, the fire that is not quenched, ever- 
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and 
the glory of his power, we do not know. May the 
.Almighty forbid, that any of us should ever know ! 
But of this, the Scriptures assure us, that from these 
Tnansions there is no return ; that the gates of the c- 
ternal world shut to open no more, and that when 
the soul is once Iost,Jt is lost for ever and for ever ! 
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PsALH xliii, 4. 
tmllgQ unto the ak<^ of Go<l, uttio Qod m^ exceeding 

CHI^ISTIANS, as we art neit Lord's dajr to go 
to the altar, and approach unto God, it ma^ 
be proper for me now to explain the nature, and set 
before you the advantages of such an approach. 

'n>e ' pleasures of devotion have been the theme 
of sfood men in all ages ; and they are pleasures of 
tuch a kind as good men only canfeel- In what I 
an> now to say, therefore, I must appeal to the heart, 
to tha hearts of those, who, in times past, hare fctt 
the joy of spiritual communion, and who will again 
feet that it is good still ior them to draw nigh unto 
God. 

This is the time when Jesus prepares a banquet for 
his friends ; when the Spirit saith, Come ; when the 
t;hurch saith, Cwne ; when he that is athirst is invit- 
dd tacome; and bap))y will it he when the friends 
of Jesus prepare to meet with their Lord, if those 
who have Jiitherto been strangers to the holy hill, 
shall be attracted with the beauty which is in true 
holiness, also to come, and to take the waters of life 
freely. For thus runs the gracious promise of Hea- 
ven : " The strangers who join themselves to the 
" Lord, to love him and to serve him, even them will 
•' I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joy- 
*' ful in my house of prayer." In further treating on 
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'this subjecti what I intend at present, is, in the frst 
place, to explain the nature of that approach which 
the devout make to God ; andj in the second places 
Set before you the advantages which accompany 
Such an approach; 

I am, in the ^rst place, theUi to explain the nature 
of that approach which the devout make to God. 

This earth is not the native region of that spirit 
Vvhich is in man. It finds not objects hefe conge- 
nial with its nature) nor a sphere adequate to its facuU 
ties. It wants room to expand to its full dimensions ; 
to spread so wide, and stretch so far, and soar so high, 
as its immortal nature and unbounded-capacity will 
admit. Descended fVom heavenj it aspires to heaveu 
again. Created immortal, nothing that is mortal can 
satisfy its desires. Made after the image of God, it 
tends to that God whose lineaments it still bears. 
When we approach to God) therefore-, we find objects 
suited to our nature^ and engage in the employment 
for which the soul was made. Here we are afhome 
in Our Father's house. Herd, our spirits aspire to 
hold communion with the everlasting Spirit ; and wc 
tend to heaven with exceeding joy, as to our native 
tountry; 

The sense of deity is a-kin to the perception of beau- 
ty, and the sensibility of taste. We are formed by the 
Author of our nature to feel certain movementsof mind, 
at the sight of certain objects. Even inanimate 
things are not without their attractions. The flow- 
ers of the field have their beauty. Animal life rises 
in our regard. Rational excellence, and moral per- 
fection, rank still higher in our esteem [ and, when ex- 
pressed in action, and appearing in Ufe, awake emo- 
tions of the noblest kind, and beget a pleasure which 
is supreme. ■ Let -any person ota right constituted 
mind, place before his view a character of high emi- 
nence for generosity, fidelity, fortitude; let him see 
these virtues tried to the utmost, exerted in painful 
struggles, overcoming difficulties, and conquering in 
a glorious cause, and he will feel their effects in his 
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admiring mind : he will be actuated with respect an<l 
love to such illustrious virtues. We account that 
faculty of the mind which gives ns a relish for these 
pleasures, a perfection in our uature, and a high one ; 
we look upon an insensibility to such enjoyments as 
a radical defect. Let us apply this principle to reli- 
gion. Who can behold the vastneas and magnificence 
of the works of God without ernotinn ; and infinite 
perfection withoutwonder and awe? Can oorfhoughts 
be fixed upon infinite goodness and everlasting love, 
without affection and without gratityde ? Can we be- 
hold Divinity in a form of flesh ; the Son of God ex- 
tended on the cross for the salvation of the world, and 
oiirhearts not barn within us with love to him wholov- 
ed us unto the death ? Can we behold the veil drawn 
aside from the invisible world, the heavens opened 
over our head, and the treasures of eternity display- 
ed to view, and after all continue cold and dead ; 
cold to the beauty of the heavens, dead to the love of 
immortality? Where there is any sensibility at all, 
where there are any affections tliit.bec^ine huipaniCy, 
they wilt be excited to their most lively exercise l?y 
the presence of spiritual and divine thJugs< 

Under the influence of these objects, and the iiD- 
pression of Deity, the devout enter into their cham- 
ber and shut tlifl door ; they tum aside ttieir eyes from 
beholding vanity ; they charge Iheit passions to be 
silent, their minds to be still; and pour out their 
hearts to Him who made them, in all the fervency of 
prayer. Thus prepared to seek the Lord God tjf 
their fathers, tbey come to hia temple to qie^t with 
him ther«. Tiiey are seized with a religious aw^ in 
the presence of the sanctuary, and approach to the 
altar Wondering and adoring, aa Moses to the burning 
bnsh, and as the High Priest of olt^tQ the holy pf 
holies. They look beyond the e^ternr.ls of a g9cr4- 
inent, and, under the symbols in the comniunioo, 
they discern the mysteries of r^dewming Ipve. Not- 
withstanding the veil with which a greater than Mo- 
ses covers himself on this holy mQ^Dtain, they be- 
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hold his beauty, and cannot bear the brightness of 
his countenance. \Vhcn they sit down with iiim at 
his table, they are sensible of his presence ; While 
their hands receive thesacred symbols, their eyes be- 
hold the Lord of-Glory. In the spirit of devotion, 
and on the wings of faith, they rise from earth to hea- 
ven ; they pierce beyond the clouds, and enter within 
the veil. The everlasting doors are thrown open; 
the King of Glory appears upon his throne; Angels 
and Archangels cover themselves with their wings, 
and all the pillars of the firmament tremble. ■ 

Bui not to heaven is the Divinity confined. He 
fills thfe earth; he dwells with men. Look around 
you, and behold the marks of his presence, and the 
impression of his hand, in the gay and lovely scenes 
of nature, behold him in his beauty smiling on his 
works. In the grand and awful objects ofcreation^ 
in tbo tempest, in the thunder, in the earthquake, be- 
hold him in the Majesty of Omnipotence; Whcn^" 
like the jirophel who retired to the wilderness, ycu 
hear that voice which rends asunder the mountains, 
which breaks in piaoes the rocks, aind which shakes 
th* pillars pf the world, yoii hear beltind. it a stilt 
Bitiali voice, sa3'4ng. "■ It is 1, be not afraid." 

Thn's, good men see the CRirtor in his works : they 
bav>e the LoM always before them. They know 
where they can find him» and can cortic nigh to his 
sfeat. They go forward, and he is there, backward, 
and they pefceivc bis footsteps; on the right hand 
his wonders are seen ; on the left his goodness is l^elt. 
They cannot go bin where hie is. The Great Uni- 
vtrse is the temple of the Ocity, built by his hand, 
consecrated by his presence, bri^t with his glory. ■ 

'I'he second thing proposed, was, to set before you 
the advantages "which accompany this solemn ap- 
proach to God, which are the following: There is hd- 
hOiir inapproaching to God, there is joy in approaclv- 
ing to God, there is consolation in approaching to 
God, thflte is preparation tor heaven in approaching 
to G6d. 
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Firsi, then, there islionourin approaching to God, 
The superiority of man to the animal worid has been 
inferred from the structure and forraation of his body, 
Wliile the inferior animals, prone and grovelling, 
hend downwards to that earth which is their 6nly 
clement, marris formed with an erect figure, and with 
a countenance that looks to the heavens. His erect 
figure is given as the indication of an elevated mind, 
and the countenance tliat looks to the heavens is be- 
stowed, in order to prepare us for the contemplation 
of what is great and glorious. With this formation 
of body, and with this tendency of mind, man feels 
that the earth is not his native region ; he looks a^ 
broad over the whole extent of nature ; he has an eye 
that glances from earth to heaven, and a mind which, 
unconfined by space or time, seizes on eternity. The 
eye that glances from earth to heaven, the mind which 
■seizes on eternity, draw theline between the intellecT 
jiial and animal world. The beast of the field, in- 
deed, beholds the face of the heavens : the bird of 
the air is cheered with the splendour of tiie sun ; but 
inan alone has the intellectual eye, which beholds in 
the heavenS: the handywork of Omnipotence, and 
which traces in the sun the glory of its Creator. Tq 
him, high-favoured of his Maker, a scene oi>ens, un- 
seen by the eye of sense ; a new heaven and a nevy 
earth present themselves ; the intellectual world dis- 
closes its rising wonders, and, seen by his own light, 
in the majesty of moral perfection, God appears, it 
• was reserved to be the glory of man, thathe alone, of 
all the inlnftbitants of this. lower world, should be ad- 
mitted into the. presence of his Creator, and hold in- 
tercourse wilh.the Author of his being. 

Accordingly, in the happy days of the human race, 
when the age of innocence lasted, and the garden of 
Eden bloomed, there was an intercourse between hea- 
ven and earth, and God did dwell with man.. .Oor 
first parents in I'aradise were sensible of his presence ; 
they heard his voice among the trees of the garden • 
ihey held converse with him l^ce to hce, and^jbun^ 
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(hat the chief honour of their nature consisted in draw- 
ing nigh to God. Nay, it is the happiness of higher 
natures, it is the glory of superior beings, of the prin- 
cipalities and. powers in heaven, to dwell in the pre- 
sence of their King, to worship at the thrpne of infi^ 
nite. perfection, and draw nearer and nearer to the 
fountain of all felicity. But this honour have all the 
paints. To thee, O Christian ! it is given to hold com- 
munion with the Creator, and to become the friend of 
the Almighty. Truly your fellowship is with the 
Father, knd his Son Jesus Christ. If it be great and 
Jiooourahle to be near the person and round the throne 
pf an earthly king* howtfuly glorious are they whom 
the King of heavpn deiighteth to. honour! No won- 
der then, that though exalted to the highest dignity 
which the world can bestow, the king of Israel was 
ambitious of higher still ; " One thing have 1 desired 
.'• of theiprdftTiatwil! I seek after, that I may dwell 
f in the house-of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
;' behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his 
*' temple." 

Second^, there is joy in approaching to God. " t 
f ' will go to the altar of God, to God ray exceeding 
*' jpy*" The idea of a perfect being is the most joy- 
ful subject of contemplation that can be presented to 
man. Moral qualities, even when they shine in a 
Ifisser. degree, have a charm for the soul. The pros- 
pect of natural beauty is not more pleasant to the eye, 
than the contemplation of moral beauty to the mind. 
A great and good action, a striking instance of bene- 
volence, of public spirit, of magnanimity, interests us 
ptrongly in behalf of the performer, and makes the 
heart g|ow with gratitude to hnn, although he be un- 
known. We take delight in placing before our eyes 
the illustrious characters that stand forth in histo- 
ry, wise legislators, unshaken patriots, public bene- 
factors of mankind, or models of goodness in private 
life, whose virtues shone to the past, and shine to pre- . 
sent times, whose lives were glorious to themselves, 
and beneficial to the worid. If an imperfect copy 
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g1V<>9 s6 fflucti S^fH^tidti, how will we tie kfftcihA M 
Ihe confemplfttitm 6f the great Original ? If & ftw 
hiM ttatei and tineamtntb of gdodnesS, ecatter^d ^p 
arid down, yield us -96 fAuch pleasart, thie pt^afitit^ 
will be S»f«^«me, when vit ^bttixm^laie. His nature In 
Whom ev^fj' ftxcelltnce, 6Vcry mofal pfcrfeciion, all 
Divine aftrjbuteg, residfe ss in theif native aeftt> flow 
a& fl-6m did? ttcfhal s6ui-(!fc, and ever ^ipe^ate as vital , 
itftd itfimorlal principles. Fdr all trtated beauty 
is httt A shadow df that btaaty whi<?h is uncreat- 
*d; all hathdh exceU*tice but art efrxfinarifin of that 
£:Keell«nbe which i^ Diving ^ all SnitA perfection bat 

i faint fe6py of pfetftfttioiis ivhich are inKnitb ; and all 
thfc traces of gdtidnfeHs to be foand amtJng ijigh or af>- 
gels, biA A ftw faint iteyS fforti tl« Father ef lights, 
the tiricrtated, untloiid^d, and urtsctting S6rt 6f na» 
ture,' wh6 at fiMt gavfe lift to tli6 Lirtftfetsei whd'kin- 
j^Ied th« vital ftani^ which \s still gTOrting; who in\i- 
plies ail the Orbs 6f heaven with HridiMinished Initio, 
jtnd wfitei single smilft spreads Joy over the moral 
world.. 

Thas/ tlifi v^ry id^a of a perfect Bel tig is a source 
)6f high pleasure to the inind ; but to Us tliAi* is mOM 
trtiplied ?n the idea of the Deity, ^ot^ these pferffeC- 
tiQrts irb hot Doirnaiit irt the liivine Nature ; dwy ar^ 
Jiefpeluaily employed fof the happiness oi^'ftiin. This 
glorioiis 'Being is pur Father and Our FrifeftU. He 
called u& into being at first, ta tftake us happy ; h6 
h^tb giveri ue many proofs of his goodness, and he 
hath allowed u9 to hope fof mtire. H« is sOoii tft gitfe 
iii ah opportrinity of commemoiaHrtg thfe most signal 
di^jfay of his grace, his nrtblest gilt to tli* fchiidrfen of 
men. And, if he spared tiot bis d*n Sort, but freely 
gat^fe him np to th* death for OS all, may it not bt de- 
pended upOh.that with him, he wilfglve usall things? 
Entering into these idea§, and arlimated with this ^lirVti 
the pious man is never So much in hi* eJemeHtj as wbeA 
he is drawing nigh to God., The mind never mates ho- 
Bler eiertiofts, isj niVer so conscious of its nativt g^an- 
&eni and'8ri6i4nt dignity, as when Iiolding high con* 
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Verse with its Creator : Tbe heart never feels socb un- 
speakable peac^t 3s when it is 6xed upon liim ■w\\0 
rnade it, as when its affections go out on the supreme 
beauty, as when it rests upon tne flock of Ages, and 
is held within tiie circle of the everlasting arms. 

Hence, th« good men of old, in approaching to God, 
broke fortli into the language of rapture, " As t)i^ 
" hart panteth after the water-brook, so panteth ray 
" soul after thee, O Lord. O God, thou art my Goa^ 
'* early will I seek tliee. My soul thirsteth for thee, 
" My flesh longeth for thee in a dry and parched 
" land, wherein no water is ; that I may see thy glory 
" as I have seen it in the sanctuary. Because thy 
" loving kindness is better than life, my mouth sljaU 
*' praise thee with joyful lips. Surely weshall be aa- 
•! tisfied with the goodness of thy house, and thou 
" wilt g(v* ustojdvinkof the river of thy pleasures.— 
•' Whom have we in the heavens but thee, and what 
*' is there upon earth we can desire beside thfl« ?. My 
*' flesh and heart shall fail, but thou art the strength 
" of ray heart, and my portion fpr ever." 

T^rdJiff There is consolation in approaching to God, 
Alas! in this worlds afflictions so abound, that con-^ 
solation is often our greatest good. In how fewf 
days of this mortal life do we not feel the want of a 
comforter ? Ever since the introduction of sin into the 
earth, human life hath been a Kcenc of n>isery. Man 
is born to trouble, and sore is the travail which is ap* 
■pointed to him under the sun.. We come into the 
world the most forlorn of all beings j the voice of sot** 
row h heard from the birth ; roan sighs on ihrougb 
every path of future life, and the grave is the only 
place of i-^fuge, where the weary are at rest. Sooief 
tiipes, indeed, a gleam of joy intervenes, an interval 
of happiness takes place. Fond man indulges the fijo 
vourable hour- Then we promise to ourselves tber 
scenes oi paradise ; perpetual sun-shine, and days 
without a cloud; ■ But tbe brightness only shines to 
disappear ;. |h« cloud comes again, and we awake to 
our wpnted anxiety and sorrow. . 
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Not limited to out own personal woes, we are (tddifjj 
cd to suffer for sorrows not our own. We "are not 
unconcerned spectators of human life. We are ini 
terested in every event tliat befiiUs our fellow men. 
Sympathy makes us feel the distresses of others ; and 
the best affections of the heart become the sources of 
woe. How many deaths do we suffer in mourning 
over the friends that we have lost ! While we lameijt 
their unhappy w untimely fate, we cut short the 
thread of our own days. The chords of love are bro-^ 
ken, one after another ; string after string is severed 
from the heart, til) all our early attachments are dis- 
solved, till our sad eyes have wept over every friend 
laid in thedust.and till we become lonely and wretch- 
ed as we at first began^ 

Under these afflictions, and from these sorrows, de- 
votion opens a retreat; the altar of God presents Jt 
place of refuge ; the ear of the Eternal is open to thy 
cry ; the arm of the Almighty is stretched out to re- 
lieve thee. There is a sanctuary where no evil cail 
approach, there is an asylum where no enemy can 
enter. In the pavilion of his presence, God will hide 
thee in the time of trouble ; in the secret of his taber- 
nacle, he will cover thee in the day of danger. There 
the prisoners rest in peace, and hear not the voiceof 
the oppressor. There are the sihall and the great, and 
the servant is free from his master. There the wiC^ 
ked cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest; 

It is some consolation, it is some relief, to open oul" 
hearts to men, and tell our sorrows to a friend, who 
can give us no relief, but by mingling his tears with 
burs. What consolation, what relief will it then give 
to open ourhearts, and tell our sorrows to that Friend 
above, who is ever gracious to hear, and evei^ mighty 
to save ! To that Irlend who never fails ; who is af' 
flicted in all our alflictions, and who keeps us as the 
apple of his eye ! Art thon therefore oppressed with 
the calamities of life ; is thy head bfjwed down with 
affliction, or thy heartbroken withsoVraw ? Approach 
to the altar, go to God,' present to' hiiii tfie prayeC of 
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thy heart, and he will send thee help from his holy 
bill. 

Lastly, "In approaching to God, there is preparation 
for heaven. The objecta among which we are con- 
versant, have a wonderful power over the mind. Ex- 
ternal things make such an impression within, that 
the character is often formed from the situation. The 
soul is assimilated to surrounding objects, and pro- 
portions itself to the sphere in which it moves. When 
employed in little and in low things, it is contracted ; 
when occupied in earthly matters, it is debased ; but 
acquires enlargement and elevation, in ibe presence 
of what is grand and sublime. By daily convcrec 
with the world, and familiarity with matenal things, 
the soul is alienated from the life of God ; and man, 
setting his affections on tilings below, becoipes of the 
earth, earthy. But when we engage in the exercises 
of devotion, we counterwork the charm of material 
objects, we retire from the world and its temptations, 
and shut the door of the heart against every intrud- 
ing guest, that would disturb us in approacliiiig to 
God. Standing upon holy ground, we put off un- 
hallowed affections, and impure desires. From the 
presence of the Lord every sinful thought flies away. 
Our attention is turned from those things that would 
raise guilty passions in the mind. Pure and spiri- 
tual ideas are presented to view, and, the perfectiojis of 
Almighty God are set before our eyes. When these 
are before us, our admiration of them will increase, 
our love to them will be kindled, and we will endea- 
vour to resemble them in our own life. 'Ihus, by 
approaching to ('Od, we become like God. By de- 
votion on earth, we anticipate the work of heaven. 
We join ourselves, beforehand, to the society of an- 
gels and blessed spirits above ; we already enter on 
the <lclightful employment of eternity, and begin the 
song which is heard for ever aiound the throne of 
God. 

Such, Christians ! are the advantages of approach- 
< injj to God, and eniximpabsinfl: the altar. And if. 
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with pious affections, and a pure heart, wc draw nigj^ 
unto God, God will draw nigh unto us. To the wide 
extent of his creation, to the great temple of heaven 
and earth, Jehovah prefers the heart of the pure and 
the pious. There he takes up his abode ; there he 
delighteth to dwell. In the divine discourse which 
our Lord delivered to his disciples, the same night 
in which he was hetrayed, there is a promise riph in 
consolation, 'i If a man love me, he wilt keep my 
^' words : and my Father will love him, and we will 
*' cqme and make ouc abode with him.'' While this 
promise sounds in your ears, 1 hope that your hearts 
correspond to the strain, and that you recal those pre- 
cious hours, when God' manifested himself to you, so 
?s he does not unto the world. When, on former oc- 
casions, he sent his light and his truth ; when the 
fountain of living waters has been opened, and the 
voice came to your ears, *' Drink and live for ever ;'*• 
flid you not feel emotions which came from no creat- 
ed source, and taste a joy which confessed its origir\ 
from heavep ? Who can describe the blessedness of 
that time, when a present Deity is felt ? it is the joy 
of heaven upon earth; the happiness of eternity in the| 
pioniehts of time.' ■ . 
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KeleSration of the sacHament of 
the lord's supper. 



[The Sacrament of the Loid^s Supper is celebrated in Scotsnd 
ahvajrs Upon a Sundajr^ in the parisli church ; and, in most places^ 
oticc only in the year; There is no particular Sunday fixed for this ■ 
(olemnity. On the Thursday and Saturday before it; and on the 
Monday after it, there is public worship ; and Sermons are preach- 
ed upon subjects suitahle to the occasion. The Thursday is parti- 
cularty set apart ftfr solemn faitmg ; and no labour \s that day per- 
mitted in the parish. The greater part of pertons of all ranks in 
the parish, wh(} have arrived at the years of discretion, join in cele- 
brating this Ordinance, which, partly from this cause, and partly 
from Its taking place but once or twice a-year, is performed in a 
manner that is very solemn aiid devout^ 

- The Service begins vrith th* unging of a P»alm ; which the M- 
hister reads ont immediately upon ascenjiing thq pulpit. The choice 
of the Psalms is, in all cases, at the Minister's discretion ; and, to 
give the Sacramental Service more completely, some portions, which 
Are often sung on sUch occasions, are inserted here, in their places^ 
The inusie is entirely vocal.' In a few Congregations there is music Ifi 

?iTt« i bdt, in genietil, the whole Congregation sing in unison. The 
salm tunes etc set to sloff tiiBe : thii Oielckly is simple, grave, and 
iiflen very affecting.} 

MoAxiNG Service. 

PSAttt Uv. 

i TjttAISE waits for thee in Zion, Lord, 
Jr T6 thee Vows paid shall be. 

2 O thou tliat hearer art of pray'r, ' 

All flesh shall cdrae td tliee; 

3 Ihitjuitiesj I must co'nfessi 

Prevail against me do ; 
But as for our transgressions; 
Them purge away shalt thou." 

4 Blest is the inafi whom fhou dost choose; 

And mik'st approach to thee, """ 

That he within thy courts, O Lori^, 
May sti!t a dweller be : 
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We surely sliall be satisfy'd 

With tliy abundant grace, 
.And with the goodness of thy house, 
Ev'n of thy hoJy place. 

Prayer. 

[In the WorBhii) of the Scotudi Cburcb, the whole Congregation 
tUt itam their seats at the beginning of the pcayer, and stand in a 
devout posture till it be concluded,] 

*' Lord God Almighty ! Which was, which is, 
and which art to comr ! Thou art the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible, the only wise God. All pei-fec- 
tions adorn ttiy nature ; every attribute of Majesty 
supports thy Throne, The heavens are tliine ; thou 
hast made tneni bright with thy glory : The earth al- 
so is thine ; thou art the Lord of universal nature. 
Thou dweltest in that uncreated light, which mortal 
eye hath not seen, nor can see. Thousands of angels 
and of blessed spirits stand before thee : Ten thousand 
tltnes ten thousand minister in thy presence, and 
perform thy pleasure. The whole host ofheaven wor- 
.shippeth thee. 

" Tliou hast formed the mountains, and created the 
wind. With thee are the treasures of the snow, and 
the chambers of t4ie hail. Thou makest tliy pavilion 
in the dark cloud : Thou sittest on the mullitade of 
waters; Thoij walk^st on the wings of the wind ; and 
thy voice in the storm makes the nations adore. The 
sons of men, generation after generation, returfl to 
the dust from whence they were taken.. The heavens 
wliich we behold shall vanish Uke the clouti which 
cQveiB them ; the earth which we inhabit, shall dis- 
solve like the snows upon its suiface ; but isdepen- 
dent of change, of the revoUilioos of time, and of the 
fate of worldij, tliou continuest the same, in^mortal, 
unalterable, the Ao<;ient; of days, from everlasting to 
everlasting God. 

" Thou hast given consmission unto all thy works, 
to declare their Maker. The light of freaven reveals 
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to our eyes thine existence : Our ears liear the voice 
of universal nature proclaiming the Providence which 
sustains what it made. Thou walkest in the circle of 
the universe. Tliy footsteps are everywhere seen ; 
Thyself, the invisible God. How pfwertnl is that 
arm which supports the pillars of the firmament, and 
keeps the wheels of nature in perpetual motion ! How 
unsearchable that wisdom, which, from the first of 
time, has conducted all nature ? How boundless that 
goodness which supplieth the wants of the whole cre- 
ation ! How precious are thy thoughts- of grace to 
the children of men ? 

" Thine is the power and the victory, and the ma- 
jesty. Whatsoever pleaseth thee, that thou dost ii\ 
the heavens, and in the earth, and in the sea, and in 
all deep places. Thou weigiiest the mountains io 
scales,; thou takest up the i?Ies as the dust of tjie ba- 
lance ; the nations are as iha drop of the bucket be- 
fore thee. . At thine altar, Labanon is not sufficient 
to burn ; nor the cattie upon a thousand hiils, to bar 
a burnt- offering, 

" Thou inhabitest time and eternity, and tlie prais- 
es of Israel. Thy goings forth hath been of old ; thy 
love to the human race before the birth of time. Be- 
fore the mountains were brought forth, when no deep 
arose from beneath, and no (buntains abounded with 
water, even then were we present to thy mind. Thou 
didst rejoice in the earth that wax to be inhabited, and 
thy delights were with the children of men. Wfj 
thank tbee for the rank thou hast assigned us in thy 
creation. Thou hast given us a portion of thine own 
light ; thou.hast opened to us the source of intellec- 
tual joy, and hast made us capable of becoming fit 
for heaven, and like unto tliee. Above all, we rejoice 
in -lesus Christ, who redeemed us from death, and 
washed away our sins in his own blood. 

" A-s we come now before thee to commemorate 
the sacrifigg of the I^mb which was slain from tha 
foundatlop'of the wmld, we recal with joy what an- 
cient days beheld, and the wonders thou didst work 
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tif old. To the fathers thy presence appeared, arid tS 
the prophets, thine inspiration was given. On moWt 
Sinai thod didst descend tt* give (he law ; by type^ 
and figures thdu didst shadox^ forth good things whicH 
were to come. In these last days tliod hast spokeii 
unto us by th^ Son. Tlion ha^t performed thy holy 
covenant, and ruined up an horn of salvation for us ill 
the house 6f tiiy servant David. Oilf souls do mag- 
nify tlie Lord ; our spirits now rejoice iii CJod our 
Saviour. 

" But vt'hitst we adore tHy gdodness and mercy,* 
we lament our own imworthiness and guilt. We are 
less than the least of all thy m^ercies. We are trans- 
gressors from the birth. We are uriworthy to lift up 
Our eyes to the place where thine honour dweileth. 
Thou whose ptire eye discerns darkness in the sun, 
and charges thine angtls with folly, thou beholdesC 
the multitude of our iniquities. We have sitined,' and 
what shall we answer unto thee, O thou who triest 
the heaft ! We have neglected the good which it was 
in our power to perform, and done the evil front 
which we should have abstained. Deaf to the voice 
of wisdom we have turned aside unto folly ; forget- 
ting heaven and immortality, \*e have set our affec- 
tions upon the earth ; we have looked up to the fn-. 
'shion of the world; rather thart to thy laws. Alas! 
when we Consider what we might have been ; when 
we think upon the talents that i*e haVe abused; the' 
meanb of improvement that we have neglected, the 
bpportunities of doi'flg good that we have lost ; when 
We reflect how long it was befofe we began to form' 
a serious thought ; we tremble at the foot-stool of thy 
Justice. 

*' We confess ftur sins' to thee, Lord ! Our ini- 
quities are now before us. Thou who knowest tlW 
heart; thou who knowest the sorrove of tftir souls'.. 
Tramphftg upon conscience, undervJfluing the joys of 
heaven, and braving the pains of hell, we' have sur- 
rendered ourselves to deliisions, which; under the 
fcolour of goodi have left us to misery snd remorse/ 
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i^^e haveturned our glory into shame ; we have dcT 
iaced thine image, and the lineaments of heaven. 
Woe unto us : for we have sinned. Every way havQ 
we sinned ; ungrateful for mercies bestowed ; insensi^ 
We of blessings promised ; impatient under the small- 
est evils ; provoking the friend who loves us ! Our 
condemnation is aggravated, when v^e think: against 
whom we have sinned ! Hadst thou been a hard mas^ 
ter, less had been our crime, and less had been oup 
sorrow ; but we have offended againgt the most indul^ 
gent guqdness, agains,t the tenderest mercy, against 
fhe fondest loye. 

" O Thou who madest us, have mercy upon us ! 
O Thou who redeeinest us, lift up again the light of 
thy countenance ! (iod of intinite perfection, we 
humble ourselves before thee in the dust ! Suppliant 
at thy throne, we plead for mercy! In the meritori? 
ous life, in the atoning death, in the prevalent inter-; 
cession, of our greaf High laciest, we place our claims 
for life, and our hopes of salvation. Hide not thy 
face, O God ! Shut not thine ears against the prayer 
of the miserable. Shine forth in pur redemption, 
and let thy glqiy appear ip saving thy people fron^ 
their sins. 

" By thy goodness which created the world, by 
thy tender mercies which are over ail thy works, by 
the love which moved thee to redeem mankind by the 
death of thine own Son, — save us, we beseech thee; 
save us, O God, from pur sins ! Have mercy upon 
us, O Lord ! U Lord ! have mercy upon us I 

*' See, O Father ! the tears of thy children. Wear • 
ry and heavy laden with sin, we come unto thee, O 
blessed Jesus ! that we may 6nd rest unto our souls. 
At thy feet» great Patron.and Protector of the human 
race, we lay ourselves, and pray for mercy and salva- 
, t'on. We come again unto thy altar, to seal our 
Vows of new obedience. 

" Why are our hearts cast down, and our spirits 
^isquieted Within us ? Thou art mighty to save ; we 
^till hope in thee ; our iathers trusted in thee, and 
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ihey were not deceived. Whom have we in hearen 
but thee ? When thou standest at the door and knock- 
est, may it be the voice of oui hearts, Come in thou 
beloved ! to sit with us and to Wess ug ! Clothe us 
with the garments of salvation : let thy banner oVer 
us be love. 

" Father of all ! God of our Israel, bend now the 
heavens, and cojne down this day to thy holy moim- 
tain. O send forth thy light and thy troth. |..ead 
us by the green pastures. May the dews descend* 
and the blessings be poured down. Here take up 
the place of thy rest : here command the blessing, 
life for evermore. Uphold our goings in the paths 
lof righteousness, and perfect within us thy good work 
unto eternal life. 

" And now, what Wait we for, O our Father in 
heaven ! Manifest now thyself unto iis we most fer- 
yently beseech thee. May we see thee as thou liast 
been seen heretofore in thy holy place. Go up with 
us, O our God, this day unto thy holy mountain ; 
and make us joyful in thy house of prayer. 

" Now, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, be praise for ever and for ever! Amen^* 
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Ldkh xxii. 4^. 

And btiag in agon^. — 

THE agony of our Lord in the garden, and his 
complaints upon the cross, are most extraordi^ 
nary parts of his life. A dread of those sufferings 
which he was to undergo, appears to have made 4 
strong impression upon his mind. Forebodings of 
them frequently disturbed his repose, and overwhelm- 
ed bis spirits. Many days before his passion he cried 
out, " Now am I troubled, and what shall 1 say ? Fa- 
'* ther, save me from this hour," It was probably with 
a view to console his mind in sqch 3 dejected state, 
that i\e was transfigured ; that he re-assumed the glo- 
ry which hs had with the Father before the foundation 
of the world, and was favoured with the presence 
of Moses and Elias from the mansions of immortali- 
ty ; for, as we are informed by the Evangelist, they 
talked of that decease which he was to accomplislt 
at Jerusalem. Magnanimity in all its exertions was 
a conspicuous part of his character. He who walked 
tipon the water, who' slept in tranquillity amid the 
storm, and who encountered the foe of mankind ia 
the desert, cannot be accused of a defect in courage. 
When a band of soldiers, with Judas at their head, 
came to apprehend him and inquired tbr Jesus of Na- 
zareth, he said unto them, " I am he;" and by the 
dignity of his demeanour, struck them with awe. 
When he was accused by the chief priests and elders 
before the judgment-seat of Pilate, with that Majes- 
tic silence which is sometimes the best expression of 
X 

DcillizedoyGOOgIC 



1«2 £ O R D'S S U P P E Jl. 

fortitude, he answered not a word. Nay, when h^ 
underwent the severest of his bodily sufFetings iipoit 
Ihg cross, he endured tliem with a tranquillity,- a firmi 
jit'ss lind raagnanimily, which display a mind truly 
great aild undaunted. H^w, Iherefoi-ei on some other 
occasions, his spirit was overwhelmed, is a subject 
Worthy of oiar inquiry'at'all times. More particular- 
ly on this day, when we have assembled together to 
renew the' mranoriaV of his' death \ipon the cross, and 
to recal'the remembrance of all his sufferitigs. 

■ In furriier dis'ctiursing tipon this' subject, I shall, in 
thc^rsi place, set before you the account which is 
E^iven bf'his sufferiligs ;" andj ^ecoHdlif, e'fldeavour to 
assign the cauSes'of them. " " ■'" ' ' ■ '' •■• ■ ' 

In th"^_^;'5/ 'pl&ce; I am to set before you the ac- 
count'wiiich is given of his sufferings. '■ ' 

■ That- night tn \*'hich he was betrayed, the Saviour 
of the World SvehtMnto'the garden of Gethsemahei and 
ascend'eri the'mourftain of Olives, ashe was wont to 
do. Thlshad-been his'accustomed retreat from thd 
World ; here ■U'aS' the ■hallovi'ed ground to Which he 
retired for prayerand contemplation ; here hfc had oP; 
ten speht the ■night iri intercourse with heavefi. H^ 
Wasaccohipahied by Peter,' James, and John, the very 
Same disciptfcs who had been tltc witnesses of hisglon- 
ous'transhguration,' When'Moses and'Elias had ap- 
peared to him, 'and avoice had come from the overi 
shadowing cloud, '* 1 his is mybetoved Son, jn whonl 
" 1; am - welt pfeaSed." ■' What'a different scene now 
presented itself! the rays of glory-shone no more'; 
the Drvtne'presence was withdrawn ;'the voice from 
heaven' ceased f thaf'time-wasnovf come, which is 
tio emphatically called/tic hour- and power of darkness^ 
• He had lately partaken' of the /passover with his 
disciples; that passoverwhich wi-th 'So much earnest-* 
des-s, he had desired to eat ; hehad instituted the ho- 
ly sacrament of the' supper ;■ he had delivei-ed those 
divine discourses: recorded in the Gospel of John ; he; 
]iad Earned them against deserting hini iri the houf 
of temptatiori ; he had selected three of them to atteiut 
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jflitW in his sorrows: nevertheless, even these three 
|hus favoured, thus honoured, thus warned, forgat ail 
that had been said and done, and uncoiiconied sunk 
into sleep. JIc waS left aloiifc td endure the bitter- 
ness of that hour; 

The severity of his sufferings in the gar^enj the 
Anguish and the horror >vhich then overwhelmed him,' 
appear from tiie strong cotours in which they are 
drawn by the sacred writers: They speak of his sor- 
row, " My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
" death." They speak of his agony, that is, the most 
inexpressible torment of njind,:," And being in an a- 
'* gony;" Tjiey speak pf his fears ;, "' lie was heard 
*' in that he feared." They speak of his criesjand hii 
tears: " I^o^ered up prayers and supplications with 
*' strong crying and tears." They speak of the pro- 
digious cfiecEs his agony had upon his body : " His 
" sweat was as it were great drops of blood." They 
speak of the desire he had to withdraw from his suf- 
ferings fpr a time ; " Father, if it be possibEci let this 
.*' cup pass from me." 

They who are acquainted with the style of the Ho- 
ly Evangelists, know how remarkable they are for 
simplicity of narrative. They make use of no ora- 
.torial arts to interest the passions of their readers; 
they affect no threatenings or em belli sliments of elo- 
quence, but place the plain action before Our view, 
devoid of all ornament whatever. Historians con-^ 
temporary to the events which they record, and whtf 
beheld tlie actions which they describe, usually give 
■ free vent to their passions in relating tht' occurrences 
of their history, and enter with the zeaj of parties up- 
on the various subjects which engage their attention^ 
The sacred writers, on the other hand^ lay aside e- 
very thing that boks like passion or party zeal j 
they relate events, not like men who were interested 
in the facts which they describe ; not like men who 
had acted a part in the history they. write,; not even 
with the ordinary emotion of spectators,, but with all 
the simplicity, and conciseness, and brevity, of ai* 
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evidence.in a court of justfce. The termenta wferch 
our Saviour endured in the garden tlrtfrefore must 
have been great and amazing, when the sacred writ- 
ers clotiie tirem with atl the circumstances of terror, 
and paint tliem in all the colours of distress. What 
shall we say, then, to account for this dejection which 
our Lord tek, and for this desire which he expressed 
to be saveil from his sufferings? In the ordinary 
course of hinnan affairs, an innocent man of common 
fortitude, resigns himself with acquiescence to his 
fete ; his integrity supports him ; a good cause and 
a good conscience carry him onwards through life 
and death, undaunted and undismayed. Hence, 
many illustrious and virtuous men in th* heathen 
world, supported by the native fortitude of the hu- 
man mind, poured contempt upon all the fonns of 
death, and departed with magnanimity, and with 
glory. If a man who had only innocence to support 
nim, might thus acquiesce in his doom, one whose 
sufferings werfe to be publicly useful; whose death 
was to be glorious to himself, and beneficial lo 
the world, might rejoice in the midst of his suf- 
ferings, and exult in the prospect of death. In 
the early times of the Ciiristiati Church, the first 
disciples followed their Lord in a path that was mark- 
ed with blood ; persons of all ranks, of all ages, and 
of both sexes, braved the rage of the enemy, tite 
sword of the persecutor, the fire of the tormentor, 
became candidates for the crown of martyrdom, and 
with triumph embraced that very form of death at 
which our Lord, to appearance, now trembled and 
stood aghast. 

This leads us to the jeconrf thing proposed, which 
wasto account for these appearances ; to assign the 
causes of our Lord's peculiar suflerings. In general, 
then, there was drcumstances in the passion of our 
Lord, of a singular kind, fully adequate to produce 
the effects here mentioned. What these were, will 
appear when ' we consider, that our Lord died in a 
state where he was abandoned by his friends, end by 
mankind ; that he died in a state of ignomwy ; and 
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that he died in a stale, where, after suffering an agony 
of spirit, he was at last forsaken by his Father in 
heaven. While the two former of these can hardly 
be paralleled in all their circitmstances, the last is 
entirely peculiar to our Lord, and constitutes the 
chief branch of his sufferings. 

First, He died in a state where he was abandoned 
by his friends and by mankind. From the beginning 
he found the world against him. He came unto hi? 
»wn, and his own received him not. He was to be 
made perfect through sufferings, and many were the 
distresses which wrung his heart, before the decease 
which he accomplished at Jerusalem. This was the 
severest of all, trom the manifold terrors that were 
now combined together. He had not only to carry 
his own cross, to have his head crowned with thorns, 
to be derided and buffeted, to be extended upon the 
accursed tree, to suffisr the scourge, the nails, and 
the spear. All tliis he was superior to ; but to be 
at»ndoned by his friends, and by all mankind, at 
the very time he was suffering for their sakes, was the 
peculiar and forlorn fate of the Saviour of the world. 

The presence of our friends, in the hour of trial, 
gives a secret strength to the mind ; it is a melan- 
choly pleasure to die among those with whom we 
lived. But this consolation our Saviour had not. 
He hflrf chosen twelve friends to be the partners of 
bis life, and tlte companiofis of his death. One of 
these betrayed him, another denied him ; all forsook 
him and fled. 

It is some relief to the unhappy snffiirer, to have 
the passions of the spectators on his side; from their 
sympathy he derives courage, and the pain that is 
felt by many, is alleviated to the one who suffers. 
But the high and ilie tow, the Jew and the Heathen, 
entered into the conspiracy against Christ. The 
priests and elders accused him.. The High Priest 
cried out, ** He is guilty of death.** Pilate, his 
judge, though conscious of his innocence, tboutrh 
n« washed bis hands^om th« guilt of bis death, or- 
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tiered him to be scourged, and allowed tiirn to bjr 
crucified. The jwople, with a frantic ardour sought 
his death. That very people, who, a few days be- 
fore, upon his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, had' 
strewed the way with palm branches, and cried out^ 
" Hosanna to the Son of David," that very people^ 
such is the f^iddiness of the multitude, now cried 
oat, " Crucify liim, 'crucify him." Thus, in hi* 
sorrows he stood by himself, a wretched iiidividnal 
without a friend. When the Shepherd was smitten^ 
the sheep were scattered abroad. He trode the wine- 
press alone. Of tlie people there were none with 
him. When he died fpr all, he w.as pitied by none. 
In the second place, .he died in a state of ignominy. 
The death of the cross was not only painful and tor- 
menting, but ignominious also, and accursed. A 
death that was never inflicted upon free men, but re- 
served tor slaves an,d malefactors, for the basest and 
the vilest of the human kind. Tliere is implanted ii> 
the mind'of man a strong abhorreucc of shame and 
disgrace. The .sense of ignominy is mor« pungent in 
a noble nature, than the feeling of pain. To want 
the appearance of innocence, while, at tlie same time, 
we preserve the reality ; to .lie under the imputation 
of lieinous crimes, to die the death of a criminal, and 
leave the world with an indelible staip upon our name 
and memory, is one of tlie sorpKt trials that virtue 
can meet with tipoo earth. Yet even this our Lord 
had to sufter. He had to endure the cross, and sub- 
mit to the shame. It was fofetold by the prophet, 
that he sh*uld be " numbered among transgressors." 
And although he. was holy, harmless, undefiled) and 
tieparate from ifinners, yet he was impeached of the 
highest crimes : Not. only as a violater of the Divine 
law, in breaking the Sabbath, and frequenting the 
company of sinners, but also as an impostor, delud- 
ing the people ; as a l>lasphemer, assuming to liini- 
self the prerogatives of God ; and, as a seditious per- 
son perverting the nation, usurping royal authority^ 
and Ibrbkidiiig to give tribute to Cssatv ^' If he hia<I 
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;'* lidt been a maleftictor," said the Jews to Pilate, 
f we should not liavc delivered him up to thee.*^ 
•The resentment of such a situation onr Lord felt 
strongly, and discovered in that remarkable speech', 
*' Are ye come against me as against a thief, with 
*' swords and with staves ?" Thus, our Lord was 
not only a suflferer, but in appearance a criminal : he 
had not only to endure llie pain, but the ignominy of 
,the cross ; notbniylo be wounded and tormented, 
but also to be mocked, reviled, and scorned by ;the 
vilest of mankind. Then were fulfilled the words of 
the mystical Prophet, " 1 am a reproach of men, and 
■•'despised of the people. All they that see me, 
" laugh me to scorn-: they shoot out the lip, they 
" shake the head, saying, He trusted on the Lord 
" that he would deliver him : Let him deliver him, 
" seeing lie delighted in him.'^ There is not a circunit 
stance in the history of mankind so ignoniinJbus, and 
to an ifigeniidus nature so tormenting, as the follow- 
ing, which is recorded by the Evangelists. Pilate 
said, *' Shall I release Jesus i They all cried. Not 
'*' this man, but Barabbas, Now B%i'abbas was 4 
'" robber.',*' ■■ ' ■ • 

' Thfere is a misapprehension into which we are apt 
to fall, in considering the sufferings of Jesus Christ. 
Whenever he'apptars before our eyes, tKc splendour 
of his Divinity overcomes the mind, and in the Lord 
Tofgloiythc man' of sorrows is forgotten. But, my 
friends; you 'are t6 remember that as God is by his 
nature incapable of pain or Sorrow, in all Scenes of 
distress, the i)jW«%< withdrew, that the Hifmamt^ 
inight suffer. 'Yes; Christians, tlie man Christ Jesus 
was like one of ourselves; as' encompassed with the 
feameinfirmities, and stibjected to the same distresses 
as accessible to sorrow, and as sensible of ignominy 
and pain: " ■ ■ ■ ■ "■■ > ■■ ■■ ■ ■ - > 

' Thirdifji Our Lord died in a siate, where, after un- 
dergoing in agony of spirit, he was at last fbrsakeii 
by his Father in heaven. Thepresence of God, and 
theaidsof his Holy Spii-it, have always been the con- 
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SoUtion of good men b their aflictions. Tbty expe- 
rienced the fulfilment of these promises. " A« thy 
M days are, so shall thy strength be. When tbou 
*' goest through the waters I will go wit)i thee, and 
" through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee, 
" Our fethers trusted in thee," saith the Psalmist, 
^' they trusted, and thou'didst deliver them. '^ ^ut 
in the sufferings endured by the B.edeemn' in t)ie 
garden, and on the cross, , God tj^parted frc^m hiip, 
•nd the Divine preaeifce was witbdriwn. 

Christians ! what an hour was that, which our 
Saviour pas^ in the gardep of Gethsemaiie ! In 
the tioae' of fjis passjqn, his torments succeeded 
one another. He was not at the saniA time t>etj^y- 
ed, mocited, scourged, , crowned with thorns, pier- 
ced with a spear, extended on a cross, and forsak- 
en by his Father ; but here all these torments rpse 
before h<ni at once : all liis pftin^ were united to- 
gether; what he wa3 to endure in sqcce^ion now 
crowded into one moment, and his soul was over- 
come. At this time, too, the powers of darkness, it 
should seem, were permitted to work upon his imagi- 
nation, to disturb his Spirit, and make the vale 
through which he was to pass, appear more dark and 
gloonjy. 

Add to this, that our Saviour having now come to 
the'close of his public life, his whole mediatorial un- 
Tiertaking' presented itself to his view ; his eye ran 
over tlie history of that race which he came to save 
from the beginning to the end of time ; he had a 
feeling of all the misery, and a sense of all the guilt 
of men. If he looked t»ck into past times, what did 
he behold ? The earth a field of blood, a vale of tears, 
d thtatre of crimes. If he cast bis eyes upon that 
tHie in which he lived, what did he behold ? That na- 
tion to whom he was sent, rejecting the counsel of 
God against themselves, imprecating his blood to be 
tipon them and their chiloren, and bringing upoil 
themselves such a desolation as has not happened to 
any other people. When he looked forward to sue- 
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Ctieding ages, what did he behold ? He saw that the 
Wickedness of men was to continue and abound, to 
erect a Golgotha in every age^ and by obstinate im- 
penitence to crucify afresh the Son of God. He saw 
that in his blessed name, and under the banners of 
his crosst the most atrocious crimes were to be com- 
mitted, the sword of persecution to be drawn, the 
best blood of the earth to be shedj and the noblest 
spirits that CTer graced the world to be cut off; he 
Saw that for many of the human race all the efforts of 
Baving mercy were to bfe defeated ; that his death was 
to be of lio arail j that his blood was to be shed in 
vain ; that his agonies were to be lost, and that it 
had been happy for themj if he had never been 
bom. He saw that he was to be wounded in the 
house of his friends) that his name was to be blas- 
phemed among his own followers ; that he was to be 
dishonoured by the wicked lives of those who call- 
ed themselves his disciples i that one man was to 
prefer the gains of iniquity, another the blandish- 
ments of pleasure, a third the indulgence of malici- 
ous desirej and all of youj at times, the gratification 
of your fiiTourite passion, to the tender mercies of 
the God of peace, and the dying love of a crucifieH 
Redeemer; While the hour revolved that spread 
forth all these things before his eyes« we need not 
wonder that he began to be in agony, and that he 
Sweated as it were great drops of bloodi 

On the cross that agony returnedi and was redou- 
bled. Judge of what he felt by the expressions of the 
Prophet in the mystical psalm, " My (j^odj my God^ 
*' why bast thou forsaken me? Why art thou so far 
" from helping me, and from the words of my roar- 
" ing ? O my God, I cry in the day-time^ but thou 
•f hearest not^ and in the night-season 1 am not silent- 
.*' Our fathert trusted in thee ; they trusted, and thou 
'* didst deliver them. But I am a worm, and no man i 
" a reproach of men, and despised of the people. I 
" am poured out like water. My heart is inoited 

TOL. I. Y 
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:*'like wax in the midst of my bowels;, thou hast 
" brought roe to the dust of death." - 

This constituted what the ancient church called 
tht unkmnsn sufferings oi C]^tl^. In tlte cup which 
the Father gave him to drink, there wag'Sometbing 
sharper than the vinegar, and more bittertlian tite 
gall : The darkness which at that time covered the 
face of the earth, was but a faint emblem of that 
blacker cloud which overwhelmed his soul. What 
the degree of these unknown sufferings was," how 
they wffre inflicted, or how they were- suaained, 
we cannot tell. But the complaint of dereliction 
which the Savioor then uttered, the sense wluch all 
nature had of its Creator rising in wrath, when tiie 

■ earth trembled, the rocks were rent astmder, and the 
grave gave up Its dead, testify- that they w^re stich as 
God only could infliot, and the Son of God only 
could sustain. 

Never was there sorrow like unto this sorrow, 
wherewith the Lord now chastened him 'in the^ay 

- of the fierceness of his anger. Upon his agony in. tlie 
garden, an angel from heaven strengthened him. 
But in this hour, when he bore the sins of his peopile," 
when die pangs of death took hold of him, when the 
sorrows of hell encompassed him ; in this hour of un- 
utterable woe, where were the heavenly messengers, 
and where was the countenance of bis Fatl»er, whitfli 
used to comfort him, and to smile upon<him ? Alas ! 

- from his Father proceeded those very sufferings, the 
■severest of all which hc-was now -experioiicing. From 

him came the ciij> of trembling, which he was/now 
doomed CO'drink, and the vials of vengeaocewhich 
were now poured upon his head. Abandoned and 
.smitten, and overwhelmed, he cried eut. My God, 
" my God ! why balst tkoH forsaken me ?" 

The measure of his woe was now fuUc Tfie suffef- 
ings of Christ were completed. Before he'bowed the 
Jiead and yielded up the ghost, he looked up to the 
heayens, and saw the darkness disappearing from be- 
fore the throne of God. Filled with cel«stial sstj^ac- 
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tiorv, " Father," sairf be, " into thy bands 1 row- 
" commit ray spirit." There was but one pang more. 
The last clotid was vanishing from the slcy, andaU- 
was to be serene for ever. 

From ^uch a subject, Christians, what sentiments 
arise in your breasts, and what reflections ought we 
to conclude with ? How is tlie condition of our Re-- - 
deemernow changed ! Fromascene of terror and dis- 
tress, be is exalted to tlie right hand of the Majesty 
in the heavens. As the sun broLe out from the e- 
clipse which it then suffered, so did tlie light of his 
Father's countenance upon his soul. Shame, and. 
sorrow, and suffering, were succeeded by glory, and 
victory, and triumph. 

What consolation does not this yield to Christians 
in all their afflictions ! The High Vrmst under the 
law was taken from among men, that he might have 
compassion on the ignorant, and on those who were 
out of the way ; for that he himself was also compass- 
ed with infirmity. So likewise " we have not a High 
i'riest who cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
*^ infirmities, but was in all points tempted iilte as we 
"are, but without sin. It behoved him to be made 
" like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful 
" and faithful High I'riest, in things pertaining ta 
" God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the peo- 
" pie : for in that he himself hath suffered, being 
" tempted, he is able to succour them that are 
" tempted." 

1 shall conclude with another reflection. .Persons 
of humane and compassionate feeUnsjs, when they 
hear an account of llieir Saviour's sufferings, are apt 
to be moved with pity tor his distresses, and to be ac- 
tuated with indignation against his enemies. But 
these ptssions, in the present case, my brethren, are 
misapplied. " Weep not for me, ye daughters of .le- 
" rusalem," said our Lord, when in the midst of his 
sufferings. These sufferings were not intended to ex- 
cite the sighs of sensibility, and the tears of distress. 
Sympathy is not the pro|)er return for his love. His 
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suflferings are tlie objects of your &ith, and ought to 3« 
waken yourgratitude. Neither vent your wrathag»nsK 
the enemies and the crucifiersof your Saviour. Look 
inwards, O man ! search thine own bosom ; thers 
dwell the murderers of thy Lord. Thy sins, thy 
crimen, thine unhatlowed desires, and unmortified 

Sassions, were the actors in that dreadful scene. The 
ewsand Romans were but instruments in iheir hzndst 
but the feeble esecutioners of that wrath which M«y 
provoked and drew down. On these, therefore, ex- 
haust thy vengeance. Bring forth those enemies of 
thy Saviour, and slay them before his eyes. 

How will it affect the mind with contrition and 
godly sorrow, when, on this solemn occasion, you call 
up your past sins to your remembrance! How will it 
grieve you to think, as one by one they pass before 
you in review, that each of theril added a pang to 
your Saviour's agony, and formed the hitter ingredi- 
ents pf that cup which he drank! Will not this con* 
aideration break your Covenant with death, and disan- 
nul your agreement with hell F Can you fever again 
cherish thbise sins in your heart, whion not only cru-r , 
cified the Lord of Glory upon Mount Calvary, but 
vhich even now cruci^ him afi-esh, and put him to 
open shame ? 

But, Christians, I Irope better things of you. On 
this occadon, let me beseech you, by the sufferings of 
yonr cnicificd Redeemer, to break off your iniquities 
by repentance. Resolve sincerely, by the grace of 
God, to live no longer in sin. Finally, implore the 
assistance of the Enyine Spirit, to i-enew your wills, 
and purify yoiir souls. Then may ye rejoice in this 
the day of your soltmnity, and be welcome guests at 
the table of the Lord. Then shall ye be joyfully invited 
t6 the marriage -supper of the Lamb. Then shall Je« 
sus rtianifest himself to you inthe breaking of bread. 
He shall say unto your souls, " Be of good cheer, thy 
*' sins are foigivlen thee ;" and inspire into you tho 
well-grounded hope of sitting down with him at his 
fat>1e ^bove, vrhere in his presence ye sliall Rejoice fis^ 
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(brennore. Which may God grant, and to his nams 
1m the praise ! Let us pTzy. 

Prayer. 

'' Soi^of the Most High I Thou art woi-thy t(»taka 
the book of life, and to open the seals thereof; for by 
thine agony in the garden, and by thy suflFerings and 
death upon the cross, thou hast*redeemed us unto God 
l^ thy blood. Thou didst tread the wine press alone ; 
thou stainedst thy garments in btood ; thou pouredst 
out thy soul unto death. 3ut thine agony is nowo- 
yer. Thou hast seen the travail of thy soul, and tast* 
ed the joy that was set before thee ! Come now front 
thy holy hill, glorious in thine apparel, travelling la 
the greatness of thy strength, speaking in rtghteoas- 
ness, mighty to save ! 

^' Thou art now ascended on high, and exalted to 
the right hand of the Father ! Al! greatness is below , 
thee ! The principalities of heaven worship thee : 
the powers of darkness tremble at thy nod : the hea- 
vens and the earth are subject to thy dominion : thou 
hast the keys of hell and of death : thou hast all pow- 
er over the visible and invisible worlds ! 

" In obedience to thy commands^ we now come to 
shew forth thy death. 3'ess us we beseech thee, and 
manifest thyself to us in-the breaking of bread ! Lord 
remember us when thou art now come lo thy king- 
fJom ; and accept of the solemn dedication which we 
are here this day to make of ourselves unto thee ! 

" Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy 
" name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
*' earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our 
, f daily bread. And forgive ns our debts, as we for- 
*' give our debtora. And lead us not into temptation, 
f' but deliver us frQm evil ; for thine is the kingdom, 
f and the power, and the glory, for ever." Amen. 
Psalm ^viii, 
4 ¥?LOODS of ill men affrighted me, 
£? Death's pangs about me went ; 
6 HelPs sorrows me environed i 
Peath's snares did me prevent. 
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6 In my distress I cati'd on Godi 

Cry'd to my God did I ; 
He from his temple heard my voice, 
To his e^rs came my cry. 

7 Th' earth, as affrighted then did shake. 

Trembling upon it sciz'd ; 
The hills' foundations moved were, 
Becanse he was displeas'd. 

TesctvQ OP tHE Tables. 

[WTiat ;» teriDed the Feneiag ef (he Tablet, h a IHteotirM Jesi^> 
tA lo pomt out ttic characters of inch at tf^t irorthf, and wch ai 
«ie iifiiTOTthy, to m at theoi. 

.Among the Aui}mt'£ qiarauci^Rs, no fimn for tlui forpow peaM 
be fewfid. The fudlwring it tupplicd by ok of l^it fnieadi, tlutt tw 
part of the Saciain«ntal Service might be naoting. j 

" rf^HRiSTIANS, we proceed m*w to the partlcu- 
\^ lar and solemn service of thb day, An or- 
dinance, the most sacred and holy in the Christian re- 
ligion, is now, by the blessing of God, to be celebrat- 
ed among us. The Table pf the last Supper of the 
Lord is before you; and there will soon be placed 
upon it the consecrated representations of the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the se- 
cond Person of (he Trinity, and the Saviour of the 
world. Let now, therefore, the believer in Christ, 
and the keeper of his commandments, prepare himself 
to approach and Mt down, partake of the spiritual 
feast, and present his vows to the Most High. 

" My breihren ! So sacred an occasion as this is, 
demand, upon our part, a suitable frame c^ spirit, 
and naturally tends to inspire us with religious awei 
Many serltios and solemn thonghts now arise in the 
mind. An holy fear takes possession of the soul ; 
and we dirtrttst ourselves, when about to approach 
unto the presence of the living God. " Who is the 
" man that shall ascend into tlie holy hill ? and where 
" is he who has clean hands and a pure heart ?" 
These questions arise in the breasts even of the faith- 
ful, and of the devout. They know that God is 
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of pURT eyes than to behold tntquity ; and therefore 
tliey, desire to sanctify their hearts before Him, and 
to putpart thems^ves to enter within the Fe»cs that 
is now to be drawn round his holy place. 

" Before, therefore, we advance, let us inquire,— 
.What U k that God hath required of us ? How read 
tke Commandments and the Law ;" 

In the Book of Exodus xx. 3, &c. we find these 
wwds ;— 

" Thou- shall have no other gods hefore me- 

"Thou shalt not -make unto tliee any graven im- 
** age, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven 
" above, or that is in the earth beoeath, or that is 
**.in the water under the eartli, I'hou shalt not 
** bow down thyself to them, nor serve tljein i for 
** i the Lord thy God am a jeaIo«k God, visiting the 
* ' iniquity of the fathers u|>on the children unto the 
** tliird and fourth generation of tliera that hate me : 
** and shewing mercy unto thousands of them tiiat 
" love me^ and keep my commandments. 

" Thou shalt ntrt take the name of the Lord thy 
" God in vain : for the Lord will not hold him guilt- 
*' less that takethbis name in vab. 

*' R,ememt)er the Sabbath day to keep it holy, Six 
'** 'days, shah ttvou labour, and do all thy work. But 
" the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
*' God : in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor 
" thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor 
■*' thy maid~serv2nt, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger 
" that is within thy gates : for in six days tlie Lord 
*' made heaven, and earth, tiicsea, and all that in 
. " them is, and rested the seventh day ; wherefore the 
-** l>ord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

"Honour thytatlier and thy mother: that thy 
** days may be long upon the land, wluch, the Lord 
" thy God giveth thee. 

" Thou shall not kill. 

" Thou shall not commit adultery. ■ 

" Thou shait. not steal. 

" Thou shalt not bear false witness against rfiy 
*' neighbour. 
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" Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's hoctse, fii6^ 
*' sbalt not covet thy neighbour's wife* nor bis man- 
*' servant, nor his maid-servant^ nor his ox, nor his . 
'• ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's." 

' Such is the law ^ and we read, th^ when it was 
delivered, there was thunder on Sinai, and the peopla 
in (ear, ^* removed and stood a&r off.'* Let him who 
is guilty of wilfully and habitually breaking the Iaw« 
forbear to approach unto this table : Stand bqck thou 
profanej ButWthim vchoobeysiandwho.IovestheHiWi 
come forward : Sit down thou blessed of' the Lord.' 

' Let us next proceed from the Old to the New 
Testament, from the laws pf Moses to the laws of • 
, Christ. These are not reduced into a summary ;, but 
their substance is, faith, chanty, humility^ and holi- 
ness. We have the character of the blessed in Jesus 
described particularly by himself in the sertnon on the 
mount,' Matth. v. 3, &c. 

" Blessed are the poor in spirit ; for theirs is th^ 
" ki^dom of heaven. 

"Blessed ^re they that mourn; for they shall be 
" comforted. 

" Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit th« 
** earth. 

" Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst aftef 
" righteousness ; for they shall be filled. 

" Blesset^ are the merciful ; for they shall obtain 
" mercy. 

" Blessed are the pure in heart ; for they shall see 
"God. 

" Blessed are thepeace-makera; for tbey shall be 
" called the children of God* 

'*' Blessed are they which are persecuted for right-* 
** eousness sake : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
" Blessed are ycy when men shalfrevilc you, and 
" persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
" you falsely for my sake. Kejoice, and be enceed- 
" ing glad ; for great is your rewanl in heaven : for so' 
*' persecuted they the prophets which were b^re 
** yoo." 
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'Such U the character of the disciples of Christ ; 
bf those who are worthy to ait down at the Sacramen^ 
bf the Supper. Lei him whose character is opposite* 
forbear to approach unto this table : S/aW A«cA /Aon 
profane! But let him who imitdtes and who loves 
this tharacter, come forward : Sit down thou blessed of 
llw Lord/ 

' Some, my brethren, are thus debarred ; but the in- 
vitation to this feast is large and generous. AH who 
repent and propose a reformation of life are welcome. 
Every one that thirstfith is invited to drink. They 
*ho labour and are heavy laden, are desired to come 
in, and obtain rest ; and he that cometh unto .me, sailh 
the Master of the feast) 1 will in nowise cast out, 

,' Trusting in the grace of Heaven, let us therefore 
advance ; and in vows of obedience, in songs of love 
and of praise, partake of the banquet which is pre- 
pared. And may He himself be with u9, and go be- 
fore usi May He clothe us this day with the wed' 
ding -garment, and his banner over us be love !* 



Psalm xxiv. 



[Upon the giving out of » PBalin, such M this, the Mhistet de« 
iires the Elders to bring forward the SacratneaiaJ E/ementi, and the 
Communicants to take their seats at the Communion Table. "Hie El- 
ders comntt of several (tf the most iesp*ctable and exemplary persons 
bf the Parish, and who are regularly ordained to their oSice, nhich 
lus a considerable resemblance to that of Churck-WarJen in Eneland. 
The senior Elder gAterally carries the Bread, and the rest follow 
Wm with the Wiat, Cupa, and other Utensils, which, for the most 
part, are of silver. These are placed at the head of the Communion' 
Table, which corresponds to the ^Iter in the Church of England, 
The whole Communion- Table is covered with linen. The Commu* 
nicants, agreeably to directions given them on a previous day, ap- 
proach to the Tablas, and, after communicating, retiring from them 
in such a manner as to avoid any interlerence or confuuon.] 

7 ^%/'E gates lift up your heads on high, 
A Ye doors that last for ay. 
Be lifted up, that so the Kin^ 
-Of glory ?nter may. 
Z 
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8 But who of glory is the King ? 
The mighty TLord is this, 

E'en that same Ijord, that gfeat in might 
And strong in battle is. 

9 Ye gates, lift up your heads, ye doors. 
Doors that do last for ay, 

Be lifted up that so the King 
Of glory enter may. 

10 But Who is he that is the King 

Of glory ? who is this ? 
Tile Lord of hosts, and none but he, 
The King of glory is. 

CoKSECRAxroN Prayer. 

[This Prayer is pronounced by the Minister standing at the head 
of ihe Commun ton-Table, to which he has now descended from the 
Pulpit. And the Addresses to the Communicants, are all after- 
wards delivered suecesuvely at this place:] 

'* "HT^TEiiKAi. Jehovah ! Lord of the heavens and 
.1^.4 of the earth, God of glory, we bend before thy 
tluone. Thy children prostrate themselves with holy 
adoration at thy footstool. The heavens are bright 
with thy glory. The earth is full of thy praise. 'Ihe 
great universe is thy temple. Thy name is Jehovah. 
who alone hast, of thyself, being and immortality. 

X' Thou mightesthave continued for ever alone, in 
the enjoyment of thine own perfections, though an- 
gels and men had never been. Bat toextend life, to 
communicate happiness, and to diflFuse joy, thou didst 
rise from thy throne, thou raisedstnhinc arm over the 
void, thou spaltest this earth into existence, thou 
madest ns after thine own image, and hast watched 
over us from the beginning of time, even until this 
day. 

" AViien we transgressed against thy command- 
ments, and lost our original innocence, thy mercy 
forsook us not. Thou hadst compassion upon the 
offspring of Adam. Thine eye looked with pity, 
thou didst lay our help upon One who was mighty 
to save. Him, in the fulness of time, the Ambassa- 
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<Ior of peace and reconciliation, and love, thou didst 
send. Our ears have heard the joyful sound ; our 
«yes have seen the salvation of our GocjL This is a 
day of the Son qf Man ! 

" Glory be to God, that peace is proclaimed on 
earth, and good-will to the children of men ! Hosan- 
na to the Son of David ! Blessed be he who came in 
the name of the Uighe^t to save us! Halleluiah, 
Halleluiah, to him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
to the Lamb for ever and ever ! 

" God of the patriarchs ! who saw afor off this day 
which we now commemorate ; God of the prophets ! 
who foretold its arrival : Gotl of the righteous men ! 
who desired its approach : God of the evangelists and 
apostles t who firet beheld the day of the Messiah : 
God of the martyrs and confessors ! who honoured ' 
it with their blood : God of our fathers, who within . 
these wails have kept it in remembrance : God of our 
children ! who will commemorate it when we shall 
sleep jn the dust: God of time! God of eternity ! 
descend now, make thyself known to us, and fill this 
house with thy glory. 

" Father Almighty ! Creator of the world, great 
Parent and Preserver of men, who didst contrive the 
mystery of our redemption, which we now conieio 
commeroQrate : Son pf the Most High ! Redeemer of 
the world. Intercessor, Friend, and Patron of the hu- 
man race, who by thy death upon the cross, didst 
accomjilish the mystery of otirredemption, which we 
now come to commemorate ; Eternal hpirit ! proceed- 
ing from the Father and the Son, Author of the di- 
vine life,.Comforter of the faithful, Inhabitant of the 
temple of a pure heart, who dost apply to the peni- 
tent the benefits of that redemption which we now 
come to commemorate,^ — Father, Son, and Holy Spi- 
rit! God blessed for ever ; be now present ; be now 
propitious, and hear the prayers of thy people. 

"Thou hast brought ns to thy holy mountain ; 
make us joyful in thy house of prayer. We have 
come to thy temple; may we behold thy glory j may 
2 
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the beauty of our God be upon us, and make all thj/ 
goodness to pass before us. Open unto us the fbuni 
tain of life, that vye may drink and live. Now com* 
mand the blessing, even life for evermore. 

" May these elements of bread and wine, which in 
the name, and by the authority, of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we now set apart to represent his body and 
blood, convey to the- faithful the grace of the new 
covenant. May the bread become the bread of life ; 
may the fruit of the vine be a foretaste of that wine 
which is for ever new in the kingdom of the Father- 
Eating of this bread, and drinking of this cup, may 
we never after hunger or thirst again. Hear, O God, 
these our humble praises and prayers. May they 
now ascend before thee with acceptance from this 
table, upon which are the emblems, of the Lamb sa^ 
crificed, to the throne of the Lamb reigning in glory. 
Now, to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spi- 
rit, be all glory, and honour, dominion, and power, 
time without end. Amen." 

Address to Commukicakts before and aftsa 
THE Service of the Tables. 

ISfTvtee of Tables, is the homel;^ phrase which has been long used, 
infl is still retained upon this occasion. It strictly refers to the dis^ 
tribation of the Eleipents b; the £lderi. It has been improperly 
extended ta the Addresses made by the Minister ; ^for the Minister, 
in reality, only gives the £lMneriti to the two communicants who 
rit nearest on each hand. .The Elders administer (hem to the rest^ 

At the first Table, the Minister immediately upon concluding the 
Consecration Prayer, usually proceeds to read the words of the In- 
ftituiion, and without adding more, to distribute the Elements. But 
beibic the Service of the succeeding Tables, Addressei at toma 
length are ifiade tq th^ Commi^caiits,^ 

Table First. 

[Before thf Service.] 

** ^^Ommukicants ! I now proceed, after the 

\^ example, and in the words of our Lord to 

distf ibute among you the symboLs of his body bro* 
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ken, and of his blood shed. The sacred Warrant wai 
received of the Lord, and has be^ delivered unto us. 

[Service] 

■ " The Lord JeSiis, that night on which he was be- 
*' trayed, took bread,' ajid having given thanks," (as 
We have already done in his name), '* he brake it, 
*' and gave it unto his discipleF, saying. Take, eat ; 
*' (Here the Minisier gives the Breatf), this is my bo- 
*' dy which is broken for you : this do in remembrance 
*' of me." 

[Afur a short Paafe.} 

" In like manner also after supper, he took the cup, 
*' and gave it unto his disciples," (Here the Minister 
gives the CupJ, " saying, this cup is the New Testa- 
*' ment in my blood, shed for the remission of the sins 
*' of many ; driiik, ye all of it. For as often as ye eat 
*' of this bread, and drink of this cup, ye do shew the 
'' Lord's' death until he come again." 

[After the Service.] 

" Draw near, my soul, and behold this greatsight ! 
Thy Saviour, the Son of God, and equal to Gody in 
agony upon the cross ! 

" Communicants"! that agony was for you. It was 

to save you from the wrath to come. It was to restore 

you to the fevonr and image of God ; and to present 

■ you one 3ay, before Htiaven, a glorious Church, per- 

tect in the beauty of holiness. 

" Forbid it, O Communicants, that you should e- 
ver be of that number who crucify the Lord afresh, 
and by your ungodly lives dishonour that name by 
the wnicfi you are called. The religion of Jesus may^ 
be attacked by its enemies, but it can Only be hurt 
by its friends. Much, therefore, O CHristiane, de- 
pends upon you. Thd sincerity of your faith, the 
truth of your religion* and the honour of your Mas- 
ter, are at stake, tibew to the world the Divinity of 
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the Gospel, by leading lives becoming its glorious 
light ; and never forget the vows which you have 
this day made. 

" To animate you to ran the race of glory, lift up 
your eyfa, O.Cpiopunicants, from these symbols of 
the L^pnb sacrificed, to the throne of ihp Lamb reign?- 
ing in glQry* There the harps Qf heaven are all em^ 
ployed, and t|ie song of Moses apid the Lapib is heard 
from ten thousand voices. The blessed abpve, with 
one accord, cast down tlieir crowns at the foot of the 
throne, and cry out, Hosanna, and blessing, and 
praise ! Many who, like ourselves, were frail and im- 
perfect creatures, whp, like us, struggled under the 
bondage pf corruption, have now entered within the 

fates of the heavenly !i^ion, and have sat with Abir^- 
ain, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the new Jerqsaiem. 

'" O city of the living pod ! Wlien shall'we ap- 
proach to thee. When shall the day come, when 
death shall be swallowed up in victory! when this 
corrupted shall put on incorruption ; when this mortal 
shall put on Immortality \ This is our song in the 
house of our pilgrimage. Becaupe of this our glory 
rejoices, and our 6e^h shall rest in hope. 

V As ye huve received the Lord Jesus, communl- 
*' cants, so walk ye in him. Go in peace ; and may 
" the God of all peace and grace go with you. Amen.'' 

[Thei njf qiiter now geneiaUjr guiu the ttead of the Table ; mi 
fhtr communicating it the Second Service, resumes his place in the 
Pulpit. One 01 more neighbouring Ministers, who act the part of 
his Assistants, pietide, in succession, at the remaining Tables.] 



PSALIU cjii. 
i f^ THOU, my soul, bless God the Lord, 
"iL/ And all that in me is 
Be stirred up, his holy name 
To magnify and bless. 
2 Bless, O my soul, the Lord thy God, 
And not forgetful be, 
Of nil his gracious benefits 
He hath bestow'd on thee. 
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Table Second. 



[Before the Service.] 

* rf^OsiMUNicANTs! you have sa 
\^ table to commemorate the death of your 
Redeemer. It was the solemn charge of your Lord 
himself, " Do this in remembrance of me." Vfe are 
so formed by the Author of our frame, that the me- 
morial of a friend who is no more, and the token of ■ 
a love that is past, has a Wonderful power over the 
affections. The slightest circumstance that recals a 
departed friend, awakens the sensibility of the aouL 
The smallest relie acquires a value : a robe, a ring, or 
a portrait,' calls up a history, on which the heart de- 
lights to dwell. How much more, the memorials of 
our glorious Redeemer, the dearest friend of the 
whole human race ? 

' Remember now, then, O Communicants ! the 
Man of sorrows. Remember his state and sufferings, 
from Betliiebem to the cross. Mark the reception ho 
met with, despised and rejected of men : he came to 
his own, and his own received him not. In the 
midst of scorners, in the hands of persecutors, mark 
the patience and meekness of the Lamb of God. Fol- 
low him to the court of Herod, the ha:ll of Pilate, and 
the hill of Calvary. See him at last, forsaken of 
God. Was there ever sormw like Untq his sorrow ? 

" Turn now. Christians, with hearts penetrated 
with grief, and bleeding at a sight so sad, to the ta- 
ble that is now before you. ■ You are now to engage 
in the most solemn ordinance of our holy religion. 
You are going to transact with the King of Glory, 
nffw far from men and their cruelties, in the highest 
heavens; before whom ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand angels bow down and adore. You are about to 
commemorate that scene at which the sun grew dark 
and the earth trembled. You aregoing to seal your 
souls to the day of everlasting redemption. Not the 
last hour of your lives can be more awful than the 
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present. In the view of so great a covendrit, 1 (Jail UiJ- 
on you to banish all vfrorldty passions, all unhallowed 
aflFectionsi all the leaven of malice and of wrath, and 
to sit with reverence, with ^ith; and with love, at th^ 
feast of salvatidn, of which you are now to pariake. 

[Service.] 
" The Lord Jesus, tliat night in which he was be* 
•' trayed, took bread," &c. 

[After the Service.] 
" How awful is this place ! Surely God is here^ 
" and I knew it not. This is none other than the 
" house of God ; and this is the gate of heaven." 
These were the words of Jacob, when at Bethel he ai 
woke from a dream in which he was favoured With 
the visions of God. '£iie Almighty gave him this 
promise, " In thy seed shall all the TamiUes of tlis 
" earth be blessed." 

* This promise, O Christians ! is fulfilled. This 
great redemption is accomplished by him, in whom 
ail the families of the earth are blessed. 

* While you now sit with him at his table^ the Pa- 
triarchs who foresaw this day, the Prophets who fore-, 
told it, and the righteous men who desired to aee it^ 
are beholding your lledeemer face to face, and sitting 
on thrones in heaven, wherti they now dwell it> the 
presence of God ; where they now sing the high 
praises of the Lord. My friends I there are vacant 
thrones. Say, are they vacant for yon ? Do yoa 
look on him whom you have pierced with repenting 
eyes? Do your hearts glovt^.with love to God, with 
love to Christ, with love to the brethren ? Do your 
bqsoms expand with benevolence to the whole cr^- 
tion of God ? Do you aspire to the regions above^ and 
breathe towards the. mansions of immortality ? Tben^ 
my friends, these .thrones are vacant for you ! As sure 
as if an angel descended from his orb, and hailed yoa 
to your seat at the right hand of the Father, so sure 
will be your arrival in the promised land. If you fuU 
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^i tfie Vows you now make, the gates will lift up their 
heads that ye may enter in : your blessed Redecraet 
^ill call unto you, *' Well done; good and faithful 
" servants, enter ye into the joys of yoiir Lord." 

' Thither, O Communicants; may ye all go ! Ma/ 
Gfod himself keep ydur feetfrorii falling— hear this day; 
your vows, arid seal you td the day of redemption *.' . 

*' As ye hive received the Lord Jesiis," &c: 

Psalm Ciii; 
3 A LL thirie iniquities Who dotK 
Xb. Most graeiously forgive ; 
Who thy diseased all and pains 
Doth heal; and thee relieve. 
* Who doth redeem thy life; that thod 
To death may'st riot go down : 
Who thee with loving kindness dotl^ 
And tender mercies crown. 

Table Thied. 

EBefore the Scmce.] 
" ^T^OmmunioahTS ! the prophet Da:niel foretolrf 

%^ concerning oiir Saviour, " That he should con- 
*' firm a covenant with marty." It is for this purpose' 
that we have aSsentbled this day. You sit down at 
this table to avouch the Lord to be ycrur Godi and to 
join yoiirselvesuntohim, iri 3 perpetual cofvetfaiit never 
to be broken. 

* If with Siricefe anit upfight hearts^ if with true 
repentance and faith unfeigned, yoo accept the term's 
Of the Gospel, then all the blessings of the new co- 
venant are in this ordinance sealed to your souls. Then 
the prOrnises of the covenant become your portion : 
Then the blood of the covenstit pleads^ ftir you in hea- 
ven : Then the messenger of the covenant bi'ings yoii, 
the glad tidings of salvation : Then the Mediator of 
Ihe covertamt gives you access to the holiest of all, by 
that now and living way which he hath, coasecrated 
with his flesh within the vail. 

VOL. I. A a 
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" Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Hon,** said the 
Prophet of old, " for behold thy King cometh !" 
" Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion," say we now, 
" for behold thy King m come !'* Sing hosanna : Strew 
his path with flowers: He who loved us is come! 
When Jesus wept at the grave of Lazarus, the Jews, 
observing his emotion, cried out, " Behold how he 
" loved him !" Christians! The ordinance which we 
are now to celebrate, represents the Redeemer, not as 
shedding tears, but shedding his blood fcfr his friends. 
Much greater reason have we then to cry out, — 
" Behold how he loved the human race !" 

' My friends, this is a feast of joy : TJiis is the 
eucharist, or song of thanksgiving. When the Pa- 
triarchs saw afar off this day which we now comme- 
morate, they rejoiced: The prophets broke out into 
strains of exultation, when they foretold its arrival : 
The angels, when they announced its approach, tuned 
tlieir harps to higher joy, and sung, " Glory to God 
*' in the highest, peace on earth, and good- will to 
*' the children of men." It is a token of love which 
had no beginning, and which shall never have an end. 
Like the bow appearing in the cloud in the day of 
rain, which the hand of the Most High hath bended, 
it is a memorial of the wojld's being preserved from 
one deluge, and a signal that it shall never be dcstroy- 
e<l by another, 

' To commemorate this great salvation, and to en- 
ter into covenant with God, I now distribute among 
you the symbols of the body and of the blood of 
Christ. ' . 

[Se trice.] 

. " The Lord J«sus, that night in which he was be- 
" trayed took bread," &c. 

[Afier the Service.] 

" I will ariseaod go to my Father, and say, Father, 
« I have sinned agaiast heaven and be&xc tbee." In- 
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Stead of being in covenant with God, I heretofore 
made a covenant with sin and with death. That 
covenant, from henceforth, I disannul : Be it written 
in the volume of thy book, that henceforth I am thine ! 
Accept of a heart which has been long estranged from 
thee : Receive a prodigal returning to his Father's 
house. If I have done iniquity in times past, 1 will 
do so no more. Lord '. thoii who knowest all things, 
thou knowest how sincerely 1 am resolved to serve , 
thee. 

'Communicants, you have now joined yourselves 
in covenant to God : You have vowed unto the Most 
High, and I hope you shall never go back. . Your 
hands have this day been lifted up unto the Lord, let 
them never afterwards be defiled with sin ; Your 
eyes have this day beheld a crucitied Redeemer, let 
them henceforth be turned away from beholding ini- 
quity. 

" 1 make no doubt, Christians, that at this moment 
you are sincere, and in earnest to fulfil the engage- 
ments you liave now come under, tint ah ! do you 
know the deceitfulness and treachery of your own 
souls ? Set a watch, I beseech you, upon your liearts. 
Give them unto God ; tor unless he keep the house, 
the watchmen watch in vain. 

' Finally, my brethren, trust always in your Savi- 
our, for he is mighty to save. He suiFered, but he 
overcame. The hoar of his agony was also the hour 
of his triumph. Then he destroyed death, and him 
that had the power of deatli, Th« Lion of tht: tribe 
of Judah bruised the head of the serpent. He can- 
celled the handwriting that was against us, fixed ic 
to his cross, and left it there as a trophy of his vic- 
tory. He dismissed the Clierubim that were placed 
in the garden of Eden ; and sheathed the flaming 
sword which turned every way to guard the tree of 
life. He hath opened the gates of heaven, and now 
calls upon us to follow after him, and to enter in. 
" As ye have received the Lord Jesus," &c. 
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Psalm ciii. 

8 r|^H5 Lord our God is merciful, 
^ And lie is gracious, 
Jjong-siiffering, find slow tq wrath, 
Ip ijiercy plenteous. 
He will not chide cqntinually, 

Kor keep his anger still. 
10 With us he deal); not as w^ sinn'd, 
Nor did requite our ill. 

Tab;.e Fqurtij. 

[Before the Service.] 

* ^'"Wmmuntcants ! After the first celebration 
\^ of the Supper, our Lord looked forward ttj 
the hour of his departiii'e.ahd said, *' I will not hence^ 
'" forth taste the fruit of the vine, until the day thaf 
" 1 shall drink it new ih'tlie kingdorti'of the Father." 
When we have now assembled to celebrate this sup- 
per, it becomes us, in imitation of his ejcample, to 
jbok forward to 'the hour of o«r departure, and oon- 
sider this opportunity, as perhaps the last which wo 
shall enjoy. We recollect the brevity attd uncertain- 
ty of human life. We have upon oiir minds the sad 
remembrance of fiiends that are departed, arid of com- 
banions that are no more, who, ou former occasions', 
sat with us at this table. Now they have gone to 
their rest ; to thehouse appointed for«li^Ving. 
■ ' Let us then, for a while, shutout the living world, 
desctiidinto the chambers of the, grave, and* like the 
Prophet of old, tRke a view of the vale of death. 
- 'Son of man! What dost thou behold ? Dust and 
ashes, and desolation ; dead men's bones spattered' 
ground; How'stilf and fearful is the tomb ! Who lie 
here in these mansions that are so sad ? The handwrit- 
ing is blotted out: the inscriptions are obliterated j 
Ihe land of desdlation has become still more desolate? 
The things that were, have become as if they had He- 
Ver been. Iso trace remains of a glory that is passerf, 
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t But let us take a nearer view of this house of deep 
forgetful ness. Fellow mortals! around you, and be- 
peath^OH, are the ashes of your fiithers, and the bones 
i»f your friends. The remains of those whom yoii 
puce knew, and loved, are here ; The compiiniohs of 
your youthful years : The partners of your tender 
hours. Now they have no more connection with the 
living world. 

' But' shall it always oonttnuti so ? Shall they who 
are thus .dead, never live again ? Have the wise and 
■jjie worthy, ihe great and the good, passed into utter 
annihilation, to exist no more? 

*. Npi Communicants ! 1 swear to you by the groan j 
and agonies ot suffering virtue ; by the blood of the 
jnartyrs which is under the altar : I swear by that 
lomb frpin 'Whioh your Lord arose, as the first fruita 
Qf those that sleep, and by these heavens which open<^ 
ed to receive him, and where In glory be now sits en- 
throned, that death shall not prevail in the universe 
pf God. Jlis reign is only for a season : You shall 
awake from his sleep, yoq ^fiall break his bands asun- 
der ; and fise and liye again. 

'* Wh^n JesOs arpse ti-ora the grave, he proclaimed 
immortalilif to man. When Jesus ascended up on high 
the cloud \vhicli covered the eternal world was with- 
drawn : the everlasting doors were thrown open, and 
She heaven of heayens reyealed to mortal view. 

"In {lie liame, apd by the authority of Him who 
lyas once dead, but is now aliye, I now proceed to 
feive you the bread pf life. 

f* The Lord Jesijs, that night on which he was be- 
^' trayed, look bread," Sec. 

[After the Service.], 

" Communicants ! We mourn not for those which 

ire asleep, as if there were no nope. We believe that 

Jiesus died, and rose again ; even so them also which 

tleep in Jesus, will Uod brii^g with him. For the 
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Lord shall descend from heaven with a shout, \v1th 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God : and the dead in Christ shall rise first. 

< I am the resurrection and the life, said our I/>rd : 
whosoever tiveth, and believeth in me shall never die. 
Blessed tmmortatity ! to live for ever, and with Christ 
the Conqueror of death, and the Captain of our sol- 
vation ! 

' I heard a voice from heaven, says St John, say- . 
ing unto me, write. Blessed ar6 the dead which die in 
the Lord : they rest, saith the Spirit, from their la- 
bours, and their worlts do follow them. 

* Loud as the sound of many waters, and of mighty 
thunderings, this voice comes from a multitude which 
no man can number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, standing before the throne, and 
pefore the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands,— rfrom patriarchs, prophets, apostles, 
confessors, martyrs, and righteous men, who beckon 
from the skies,- and call upon us to" come up hither." 

* Celestial society ! Ye gpirits of the just made 
perfect, we hear your voice ! You h4ve now finished 
your course, you have entered into bliss, and have 
received the crown of glory ! We now combat with 
flesh and blood ; With sense and passion : but yours 
is the victory. You taste the pleasures that are pure 
and unalloyed: yours is the ioy of paradise; the 
white robe, the crown, and the scept?e. At a dis- 
tance we adore: you stand in the presence of God; 
you see him as he is; you enjoy the smile of Divini-. 
ty unveiled. We behold our Saviour darkly in the 
symbols of this institution : you see him' face to face, 
the Friend, the Patron, and the Hedeemer of man- 
kind ! 

' But we, too, hope to become members of the 
general assembly of the church of the First-born ; and 
that what you now are, we shall be. Hear from thy 
throne, O God ! the desire of thy people ; and carry 
us at last, from this table where we now sit, ' and 
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from 'which we are about to arise, to the feast of the 
Lamb in heaven, which will never end ! 

" Communicants ! as ye have received the Lord 
" Jesus," &c. * 

PsAiM xxiii. 

1 r^HE Lord's my shepherd. I'll not want. 
A 9 He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green : he leadeth me 
The quiet waters by. 

3 My soul he doth restore again ; 

And me to walk doth make 

Within the paths of righteousness, 

Er'n for his own name's sake. 

4 Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 

Yet will I fear none iil : 
For thou art with me, and thy rod 
And staff me comfort still. 

5 My table thou hast furnished, 

In presence of my foes ; 
My head thou dost with oil anoint^ 
And my cup overflows. 

6 Goodness and mercy alt my life 

Shall surely follow me : 
And in God*s house for evermore. 
My dwelling-place shall be. 

CoKCLVDiNG Exhortation from the Pulpit. 

' 1\/^^ brethren and friends ! our solemn work 
IVa of communion is now over. It has been 
performed with much external decency, and seeming 
devotion. I presume not to judge of the heart,— 
that is the prerogative of Almighty God. Proceed- 
ing according to the judgment of charity, I conclude 

* The Service of finit Tables is oa\y given heie. But in geat- 
tii, the T>bl« are moie ntuBerout ^ aometimes extending to ten or 
twelve, ot more. This is owins putlj to the populousncss of par- 
ticulai parishes, and partly to ue smallness of churches, which o^. 
ten can admit only of Tablet to accommodate thirty or fortjr Coid. 
municaiitt at a time. 
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that your intentions have been pure, and youf htrfrt^ 
upright before the Lord. In this view 1 congratu- 
late you on the good confession wliich you have this 
day made before many witnesses. You have giveA 
your hearts to him who redeemed you from the wrath 
to come : and I have authority to assure you, that yoq 
will never have cause to repent. 

* Henceforth you belong to tlie fafnily of Jesus; 
Your Lord n-jw says to you, " I call you not ^ervants^ 
"but friends." The blessings which he bequeaths 
to his friends who have sat with him at his tabfe, are' 
summed up in those precious and expressive wordtf 
which he spolte to his disciples at the first institution 
of the Sacrament, — " Peace I leave with you, my 
" peace I give unto you ; riot as the world ^iveth,' 
*' give I unto yon. — 1 will see you again, and your 
" hearts shall rejoice, and your joy no man tak- 
" eth from" you — ask, and ye shall receive, that your 
"joy may be full." These are the words of life ; 
and have in them a power to give comfort to the 
niind in life and death, in time, and through eternity; 

' Yet, my brethren, draw nigh, and give eat to 
me. — It is only to those who have prepared them- 
selves according to the preparation of the sanctuary^ 
who have washed theirhands in innocence before they 
approached to the altar of the Most High, that these' 
blessings are promised. It is to be feared, that with 
many persons on such occasions as this, and perhaps 
at tlus verif fime, the performance of the solemn duty 
has been rather a matter of form, than of true devo- 
tion. To such I mnst say. The bread is not the bread 
of life, nor the cup the cup of blessing. Their hearts 
may have burned for a time within them ;■ but this 
ilame will soon be extinguished. Were 1 endowed 
with the power of looking into futurity, and of behold- 
ing the alter lives of this assembly, what might I forc- 
iel ? But without pretending to such a; pAwer, I majf 
predict, from the experience of ages past, that not a 
few will break tlicir sacramental vows, and profane' 
<hal holy name by which they are called: that by 
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seciiet sIds, and open wickedness, tliey will cmcify 
the Son of God afresh, and put him to open sliame : 
that he will be wounded in the house of his friends: 
that perhaps before the sun shall have ended his 
course, in the lieaven8,-7-tbai perhaps btifore the cock 
shall have crowed twice, the best resolutions will be 
. forgotten ; that one man shall prefer the gains of ini- 
quity, another the cup of drunkenness, and all their 
darling sins to the tender mercies of the God of 
Peace, and the dying love of a crucified Hedeemer \ 
" O Jerusalem, Jerusalem," {it may be said still)j 
" thou who stonedst the prophets, and killest them 
" who are sent unto thee, how often would the bless* 
'* ed Jesus gather thee under his wings, as a hen ga^ 
" thereth her brood, and ye will. not 1" 

'Hut, my friends, we hope better things of you, 
tliough we thus speak. Many, it is to be hoped, 
(and fain would i say, o//,) who have sat with Jesus 
this day, will sit again with him in his Father's king- 
dom. And foryour encouragement, — He will be al- 
ways with you. Over the future there hangs a dart 
cloud, which the eye of Providence only can pterce. 
In the world you shall have tribiUation. Hut let not 
your souls be troubled ; You believe jn God, believfe 
also in Christ. When you go through the watei;» he 
will be with you. Amidst all the changes of this 
fleeting and turbulent scene, you will have one friend 
and him mighty to save, who will never tail you : 
You will have a city whjch cannot be shaken, a king- 
dom which cannot be moved, and a crown that tadetli 
not away. 

' For you the joys which accompany religion are 
preparing. Light is sown for the rii>hteousaiid glad- 
ness tor the upright in heart. Walk then as becomotU 
the children of the resurrection, and the heirs of glory. 
Keep yourselves unsiiotted from the world, and let 
your conversation be in heaven, from whence y6u 
look for the Saviour. And when your heart^i tail, yon 
hjive r.n Advocate with the Father, even Jt;sus Christ 
iJb 
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the righteous, the propitiation fcnr your souls. Let u^ 

pray, 

** We come now, O God, from the table of thy 

Son, with grateful and with joyful hearts, to prostrate 
ourselves before thy riirone. Blessed, for ever blessed 
be the Lord 1 that our eyes have seen this day of the 
^n of man : We will for ever remember it as one-of 
the days of the rigKt hand of the Most High. We 
have seen the King in his beauty : We have seen the 
Messiah's reign, which, of old, thou didst keep hid 
ftom prophets, and froln princes, and from righteous 
men. Thou hast made all thy goodness to pass be- 
fore us: Thou hast opened the fountain of life and 
hast poured the treasures of heaven upon earth. Thou 
}iast this day put into our hands the dearest pledges 
of thy love : Thou hast permitted us to sit down with 
Jesus, and partake of that feast through which we hope 
■for eternal life. 

" BIbssed Jesus ! in obedience to thy comraand- 
inents, and in commemoration of thy dying love, we 
Jiave this day joined ourselves unto thee in an ever- 
lasting covenant, and vowed, that whether living or 
dying, in time or through eternity, we will serve thee, 
be thine, and thine only. In obedience to thy com* 
ipandments, we have joined ourselves to the Church 
militant upon earth, and rest in hope of joining the 
general assembly and church of the first bom in hea- 
-Ven, when we shall be admitted to the presence of 
God, the merciful Judge of all ; to Jesus, the media- . 
tor of jhe New Covenant ; to an innumerable compa- 
ny of angels, and spirits of just men made perfect ; to 
all the host of heaven, who are noyr sitting on thrones, 
and singing hqsannas to tlie Highest. With them 
wc join in ascribing praise and blessing to him that 
sitteth upon the thron<e, and to the Lamb tor ever and 
ever. Our souls do magnify the Lord : Our Spirits 
yejoice in God our Saviour. 

" Pardon, O God, what thy pure eyes may hav^ 
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le'eii amiss in any part of this day's service. Forgive 
the preparation which has not beerrthe preparation 
bf the sanctaary. Forbid that the bread of life should 
become the means of death. May whatour eyesiiavd 
teen, our ears have beards and our hands have haiidted« 
Jceep ttieir hold of our hearts : May we feel the trans- 
forming power of that death which we have commeJ 
morated, and walk ambng men as the redeemed of 
the Lord; Maj we carry into life the spirit of this 
day. O grant us aid from above, and the c«mmuni- 
catlons of thy grace; to keep alive upon our minds 3 
sense of thy amazing love, to second the good im- 
pressions that have been made upon us^ ancTto asbisB 
us in performing tlie solemn vows we have this day 
inadeuntq the Lord. Let us not tiiink, when the 
Sacrament is olreri that the work is ended. Having 
begnn our journeyj let an not wander in the wilder- 
ness, and lose signt of the heavenly Canaan. Com- 
fort ourliearts under the hardships of our pilgrimage : 
Cheer our minds in the waste and howling desert :. 
Bear us up under the swellings of Jordan^ and bring us 
in safety to the promised land. May the Gospel be- 
come eftectually unto us the glad tidmgs of great joy, 
by conveying to us the pardon of all our sins) and 
peace with God, through oar Lord Jesus Christ. 

" For these purposes, send thy Holy Spirit to abide 
■with us for ever; Sanctify us to thy service ; subdue 
the power of sin in our hearts ; save, us in the hour 
of temptation, and preserve us to thy hedvenly king- 
dom. Let not the suggestions of a darnal mind, nor 
the solicitations of sensual pleasure, nor the allure- 
ments of a corrupted world, seduce us from the path 
that conducts to glory and immortalityi In prosper 
rity may we reflect, that too often a serpent lurks a- 
mong the flowers: In adversity may we be enabled 
to see thy mercy shin ng through the cloud ; and be 
convinced that we are in the hands of infinite Wis- 
dom, who knows what is best for us, and will make 
all things work for our good. May we fill our 
sutions with iotegrityi with usefulness, and mth 
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honour, holding fast the testimony of a good con- 
science. , 

'* We wouli! hnmbly offer op our pnyen in behalf 
of these our native lands. Preserte tbe liberties of 
the Brilish constitution inviolate to the latest pos- 
terity. O thou who art King of kings, and Lord of 
ords we commend ^o thy protectiou, thy servant his 
Majesty King George. Endow him from on higb, 
with all princely viitnes ; place wise counsellors a- 
jound Ills tlirone, men actuated with tl>e fear c^ God, 
and with an ardent zeal for the good, the liberty, and 
the glory of the people. Bless our gracious Queen 
Charlotte, his Royal Highness George Prince of Wales, 
and all the other branches of the Koyal Family. Bless 
all in high rank and authority. May they adorn the 
stations they possess, and by their influence and ex- 
ample, form the manners of the people to virtue. 
Bless thy servants the ministers of the everlasting 
Gospel. May they be endued with ibe Spirit of their 
Master, and preach the good Word, not trom vanity ' 
and ostentation, nor to gain tbe praises of men, but 
from a I'egard to the welfare of souls, from the love of 
truth, of godliness, and of Thee. 

" We iiumbly offer up our prayets in behalf of this 
congregation. Let the light of thy countenance be 
lifted up upon them ; and bless all ranks, hij^h and 
low, rich and poor. Guide and direct them by thy 
counsel, while here below ; and at last receive them 
unto thyself, that where thou art, there they may be 
also, enjoying blessedness at thy right hand for ener- 
more. 

" Grant us all, we beseech Thee, that we may par- 
take o1 the Spirit of our holy calling, and exercise the 
virtues of our heavenly state. Raise our affcctions- 
from earth to heaven, and may we become foUowenr 
of those wiio, by iheir'taith and patience, are now in- . 
heriting tlie promises. Let not an inordinate affec- 
tion to earthly objects, withdraw our eyes from hea- 
venly things, or dissolve our connection with thejoyi 
above ; but may we live on earth as the citizens of 
heaven ; may we paSs through things temporal, so 
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as not to neglect things eternal. May we walk in tho 
world as becomes the dignity of the rational charac- 
ter, as becomes th& sanctity of the religicmsprofes^n^ 
and the purity of tlie Christian hope, ' 

*' Oh I that it may be the stedfast purpose of oar 
lives, to hold fast our integrity so long as we shall 
live. Let not the fear of evtt, nor the tashion of the 
world, nor the vain splendour of life, turn u» aside 
from the riglit path* In every department of dnty# 
may we approve ourselves unto thee ; and in every 
situation of life, may we possess that peace of mind 
which the world caoBot give, and cannot take away. 
May we pass through life unspotted from the world, 
. and end our days in innocence and peace. 

" Be with us now in singing praises to thy name ; 
and come forth with us in the evening, to warshij* a- 

fain before thee, and to hear iftstructions from thy 
oly word. Now to the Father, Son, and Holy Spi- 
rit, be glory^ and honour, and praise, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Psalm cxxi. 
I "I" TO the hills will lift mine eyes 

J. From whence doth come mine aid. 
9 My safety cometh from the Lord, 
Who heav'n and earth hath made. 

3 Thy foot he'U not let slide, nor will 

He slumber that thee keeps. 

4 Behold, he tliat keeps Israel, , 

He slumbers not, nor sleeps. 

5 The Lord tliee keeps, the Lord thy shade. 

On thy right hand dorh stay. 

6 The moon by night thee sliall not smite, 

Nor yet the sun by day. t 

7 The Lord sliall keep thy soul, he ^all 

I^eserve thee from all ill. / 

8 Henceforth thy going out and ii) 

God keep for ever will. 
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Blessing. 

[Tbt wbolt bcHigregation stand up when tWblengng is prmouacetl.} 

" May the love of God thfe Father^ the grace of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the feUdwship and 
communidn of th^ Holy Spirit, be with ycra, and all 
the people of Oodj henceforth and foi' «vermOYe. A- 
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tiEBREWS iv. 14. to the eild. * 
1 "^TlTHERE high the heavenly temple stands; 
7 7 The house of God not made with hands/ 

A great high priest Out natuj'e wears ; 

The guardiaii of itiankind appears. 
S He who for mfen their Surety sttiodi 

And pouted on earth his pi'ecious bloc^d, 

Pursues in heav€n hi^ mighty pUn, 

The Saviour and the Friend of man. 
3 Though now asc^rided up on high; 

He bends on earth a brother's eye ; 

Partaker of the human name. 

He knows thd frailty of our frame. 

^ Bendes the Psalms of DBvjd, i Colteption (if Translations an(t 
PitaplinsA Ui vefse, of several passages of Sacied Scripture, toge- 
ther with feme Hymns, has been, of late years, used in several Con- 
grcguioDs in public warsbip \ and this, by permission of the Gene.' 
lal Assembly of the Church of Scotland. This Paraphrase 6f He- 
brews iv. 14. and likewisd the Hymn wbiah closes the following 
Evening Service, are taken from that Collection, and both of 
them were composed by the Author of these Sermons. . See Mi 
Iiogaa'i Poems, published in 11S1. 
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4 Our fdlonr.suff'rer yet retains 
A fellow feeling of our pains ; 

• And still remembers in the skies. 
His tears, his agonies, and cries. 

5 In every pang that rends tke heart, 
The Man of Sorrows had a part ; 
He sympathizes with our grief. 
And to the suff'rer sends relief. 

6 With boldness therefore at the throne. 

Let OS make all our sorrows known ; i 

And ask the aids of hcav'nly power, 
. To help us in tlie evil hour. 

Frayeb. 

?' Father Almighty, we come again into thy pre* 
sence, with the voice of thanksgiving, and of praise, 
to worship at the footstool of thy throne. May onr 
prayers come up before thee, as the incense ot old ; 
tind the lifting up of our bands, as the evening sacri- 
fice ! To all temples, thou preferrest the pure and 
bumble heart ; to all burnt-offerings, the sacrifice of 
prayer and of praise. 

' " The heaven of heavens cannot contain thee. Thou 
dwellest not in temples made with hands. The uni- 
verse is the altar of God. Thy worshippers ar«, 
wherever aro thy works ; every knee bends, and every 
tongue utters thy praise. Thou lookest down from 
the neight of heaven, upon all the works of thy hands. 
Thou art clothed with majesty, and dwellest in light. 
Thou art a God of pure eyes : thoo art glorious in 
holiness. . Thou lookest upon the sun, and it shineth 
not : the heavens are not clean in thy sight. The an- 
gels who surround thy throne, continually worship 
thee, saying. Holy, holy, holy, art thou. Lord God 
Almighty ! the whole heavens, and the whole earth, 
are full of thy glory I 

" Thy tiirone, Q God, is for ever : thy dominion 
nileth over all: the sceptre of thy kingdom is alto- 
gether a tight sceptre. Thy tender mercies are aver 
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all thy works. Thy goodness &IIb everywhere likfr' 
the dew, and e^teods like the beami of the saa. Or- 
der and beauty attend thy steps : -mercy and loredirect 
the whole train of thine adtninUtratioas. Thonlook- 
est down upon the highest and upon the lowest of 
thy works : thou carest for the raven of the desert ( 
thou feedest the fowls of the air when they cry unto 
thee. Thou adomest the grass with green, and deck- 
est the lilies of the field with beauty superitir to the 
glory of kings. Thou hatt created all being at first 
with a father's care, and thou dost Mill watch over 
them with a father's eye. Thou, the I^rd Je«ovah, 
rejoicest in thy works ; and thy works, O Lord Je- 
poVAH, rejoice in thee ! Whatever hath being blesses 
thee : whatever hath life sings thy praise. Who is 
like unto the Ijord our God that dwetleth On high < 

" We, tpo, the childrefl of men» desire to ^ccor(J 
with the rest of thy creation, to join in the joy of unir 
versal nature, and to bear a )iart ii> the hymn which 
the living world continually sings to thee. Tltou 
hast raised us above the animal creation : thou hast 
opened unto us the source of pure and intellectual 
pleasure : thou hast endowed us witii higher life than 
what pertains to the body ; and set before -us a better 
world than that which we now inhabit. Thy good- 
pess is new to us every day of pur lives. Thou lead* 
est. us \o the green pastures, and by thp still waters : 
thou guardest lis from the arrow that flieth in dark- 
ness, and froti) destruction which rageth at tioon-day. 
The lines have fallen untp us.io pleasant pla9es ; tlie 
eun doth not smite us by day, nor th*^. ayom^ by night. 
The Lord buildeth the huu^e : tlie Lord keepeth the 
city. Blessed for ever be the name of tlie Lord : be- 
cause the Lord God Omnipotent reigiieth, let t]>e jsleg 
be.glpd, and tire inhabitants ot the earth rtjpice. 

" But, ajas!_ what \^ man, (> Lord, thsic ihou art 
mindfiil of him, and the son of man, that thou sbouldst 
visit him, Tlie child of the dust, whose strength is 
w^aknQs^, whow wisdom is folly, whose goodiiess is 
^oi^rlection,. whose li^ is altogether vaiuiy [ W& be- 
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hold the heavens, but discern not him who stretched 
them over our heads ! we hear the voice, and speech, 
and language, of uni\'ersal nature proclaiming the 
great Creator :• we hear the night speaking unto the 
night, and the day reporting unto the day, telling of 
him that made them, and yet we team not to know 
thee as we might, nor become, wise imto salvation. 

"Have mercy upon us, O God, not for our own 
sakes, but for the sake of him wliom thou lovest al- 
ways, our Advocate and Intercessor with thee. Help, 
Lord, or else we perish : extend thy powerful arm, 
and snatch us from the devouring deep. Reconcile 
us unto thyself, through the blood of Jesus, whom 
thou hast set fortb to be a propitiation for the ^ns of 
the world, who suffered for us on the accursed trees 
that he might bring us to God, and purify us unto 
himself, a peculiar people, zealous of good works. Fo'r 
his sake forgive all ooc iniquities : Receive us gra- 
ciously, and love us freely. See, O God, the contri- 
tion and repentance of our hearts. Hear the rows^ 
which this day we have offered up at the table of a 
Redeemer. O our Father, receive again thy children 
unto thee, who return with their whole.lieart, and 
strength, and souL' Framer of the bodies which now 
stand before thee^ Father of tlie spirits which now 
ascend unto thee in prayer, take thine own unto thy- 
self Our spirits magnify, and love, and bless thee 
the Lord : As the hart pantcth after the water-brooks, 
so pant our souls after thee, O God. The desire of 
our hearts is unto thee, and to the remembrance of 
thy name ! 

" May our purposes of amendment and sincere en- 
deavours after purity of heart and life, be not like the 
early cloud and dew, which soon pass away, and are 
no more ; but like the morning light, which shineth 
more and more unto the pej-tect day. Tpach us to 
shun every temptation to sin : may we neither sit in 
the chair of the scorner, nor stand m the way of sin- 
ners, nor walk after the counsel of the ungodly. May 
we study the laws and cnramandnunts of our Ctod: 

Vol. I. C c ■ 
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Make them oar meditation by night, and our practicO 
by day ; that we may be like trees planted by the 
rivers of water, which yield their fruit in their season, 
and whose leaf ia ever green. Let not the course of 
days, and months,, and years, which we enjoy, pass 
over us in vain, to rise up against us in sad remem- 
brance at the evening of life, and to fiU our departing 
hours with terror and remorse. Let not the time of 
our pilgrimage in this world be one vast blank, bar- 
ren of improvement, and blotted with conscious guilt ; 
but may we pass the time of our sojourning here in 
thy ftar, daily abounding in the graces of Christian- 
ity, and the fruits of holiness, adding to our faith vir- 
tue, and one grace to another, till we arrive at full con- 
formity to thy blessed image, and be partakers' with 
the saints in light. May we be translated from the 
kingdom of darkness, to the kingdom of thy Son, and 
entitled to all the privileges of the children of Grod. 

*' Bestow upon us that faith which purifieth the 
heart, and worketh by love. Grant unto us that re- 
pentance from dead works, to serve the living God, 
which leadeth unto life, and is not to be repented 
of. Fill our hearts with that charity which is the 
bond of peHection, which suffereth long, and is kind, 
which beareth all things, which hopeth all things, and 
which endureth all things. Inspire us with that wis-: 
dom which cometh from above, which is pure, peace- 
able, gentle, full of mercy and of good fruits, without 
partiality, and-withmit hypocrisy. May we exercise 
at all times a conscience void of offence towards God 
and towards man, and have the testimony of our own 
hearts, that in simplicity and godly siticerity we have 
had our lives and conversations in the world. 

" For these purposes, O God, inspire us with thy 
Spirit, and strengthen us with all might in the inner 
man, that we may press forward to perfection. May 
we acquire that humility which afterwards shall be 
exalted ; that mournipg which shall be comforted ; 
those penitential tears which shall be changed intoe- 
ternal consolations ; that contempt of the world to 
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to'hich belongs the kingdom of heaven ; that purity 
of heart which shall fit us to see God; and pertorra 
all those works of mercy, and labours of love, for 
which the kingdom of our Lord was prepared before 
the foundations of the world were laid. Grant that 
neither the splendour of any thing that is great, nor ' 
the conceit of any thing that is good within us, may 
ever withdraw our eyes from looking upon ourselves 
as sinful dufit and ashes ; but that we may persevere 
with patience, and humility, and zeal, unto the end. 
Grant that when we shall depart from this life, we may 
sleep in the Lord, and when the morning of the resur- 
rection dawns over the world, we may lift up our 
heads with triumph, and rejoicing, receive the blessed 
sentence of those who having done well, are called 
tipon to enter into their Master'sjoy. 

*' And now, our waiting eyes,0 God, are towards ' 
thee.' May the words of our mouths, and the medit,- 
ations of our hearts, be acceptable in thy sight, O 
Lord our strength and our Redeemer.' All these our 
humble prayers, we oflfer up in the name and through 
the intercession of Christ, to whom . with the Father* 
imd Holy Spiritj, be all praise and glory. Amen." 
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" . ■ — ■ ■ I 

Matthew xxviii. 6. 

Comet see the place where the Lord im/. 

^HEN our Saviour expired upon the cross, the 
cause of Christianity seemed to be lost. Ke- 
jected by that nation to whom he was sent, condem- 
ned under the forms of a legal trial, and crucified 
as a malefactor before all the people, an eflfectual bar 
seemed to have been put for ever to all his designs. 
It then seemed that all was over. A people whom 
their prophets taught to look for a king, did not look 
for him to come down from a cross ; a nation who ex- 
pected the appearance of a Messiah, did not expect 
him- to appear from the grave. His followers were 
few in number, and feeble in spirit. Although he 
had frequently foretold his death, the idea of a tem- 
poral prince was so strong in their minds, that they 
conld not reconcile themselves to the thought of a 
suffering Saviour panel though he had also on various 
occasions foretold his resurrection, they were so much 
under the power of prejudices, deeply rooted, that 
they either did npt understand, or did not believe, 
his predictions. When he was apprehended by a _ 
band of soldiers, they forsook him and fled; they had 
not courage lo attend him in the last hour of his life ; 
to go with him to the tribunal and to the cross : Afur 
off only, they followed with their eyes, and beheld 
with tears, him whom they expected to behold no 
more. Then they gave up all for lost. The sun, 
wtiicli was soon after darkened by a preternatural e- 
.clipse, and the rock which was rent asunder by an 
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earttiqiiakc, appeared to be the sad tokens of a king- 
dom that was to be no more. 

Dark and dismal were the shades of that night 
which descended on the Saviour's tomb : The hearts of 
the disciples were troubled, and their Comforter was 
gonci All the scenes of their past lives, the miracles 
they hsA seen, the discourses tbey had heard, the 
hopes they had entertained, Wfere like a dream ; tbey a* 
bandoned themselves to despair, and as weiearn Irom 
the Evangelist Luke, they were about to leave Je- 
rusalein* and betake themselves to their old employ- 
ments. 

While thft enemies of Jesus triumphedj and his 
friends lamented, the counsels of heaven were execut- 
ing, and the operation of the Almighty was going 
forward. We read in the Gospel of Matthew,— " In 
" the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn to- 
" wards the first day of the week, came Mary Magda- 
" lene, and the other Mary, to see the sepulchre. And 
'* behold, there was a great earthquake ; for the angel 
*' of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and 
'* rolled back the stone from the door, and aat upon it. 
" His countenance was like lightning, and his rai- 
" ment white as snow. And for tear of him, the keep- 
*' ers did shake, and became as dead men. And the 
*' angel answered and said unto the women. Fear not 
" ye : for I know that ye seek Jesus which was cruci- 
" lied> He is not here : for lie is risen, as he said : 
*' come see the place where the Lord lay." 

The nativity of our Lord had been announced by 
an angel to the shepherds of Bethlehem. " While 
■** they were abiding in the field, and keeping watch 
*' over their flocks by night, Lo, the angel of the 
*' Lord came unto them, and the glory of the Lord 
" shone round about them ; and the angel said unto 
*' th«m, Fear riot, for behold 1 bring unto you glad 
" tidings of great joy, which shall be unto all people ; 
*' for unto you is bom this day, in the city of David, 
*' a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." In like 
manner, his second nativity, his resuiTcction to a new 
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life, was here announced by an angel. What enid« 
tions would arise in the minds of these ministers of 
heaven, who had attended him through his life, we 
Cannot tell : this only we know, that " into these 
** things they, desired to look." Much more then 
doth it beconre us to contemplate the life, and 
death, and resurrection of our Lord ; for he took not 
on him the nature of angels, but of the seed of Abra- 
ham. Christians ! you have this day beheld your 
Savieur set forth crucified among you ; lee us now 
contemplate him as arising from the dead^ and appear-^ 
ing in glory : you have already sat at the foot of the 
cross, and 1 hope reaped benefit from the comraemo* 
ration of your Redeemer's passion ; let me now carry 
you to the tomb, to behold *• the place where the 
•* Lord lay.*' 

Behold, then, in the Jirst place, in the resurrection 
of your Lord, the proof that the ^-edemption of th^ 
world is accomplished. 

Our salvation Is everywhere ascribed in Scripture* 
to the death %nd passion of our Saviour* As our 
great High Priest, he made an atonement for the sins 
of the world upon the cioss; his death was our re- 
demption, and his blood the ransom that was paid for 
his Boul ; bnt his resurrection was the proof, that the 
sacrifice which he offered ' up was accepted by God, 
and that the price which he paid, was available for 
our recovery. By his suffering unto death, we were 
freed from condemnation; but our freedom was not 
made manifest til! he arosefrora the grave. His re- 
surrection then is the basis of the whole Christian in- 
stitution, and the ground of our faith and of our hope 
in him. That Christ appeared on earth as a Great 
Prophet ; that he passed his days in instructing and 
reforming the world ; and that after a hfe of eminent 
and exemplary goodness, be died the death of a male- 
factor, was common to him and others, whom God 
had raised up to be the lights of the world, and pat- 
terns to mankind. Thus the prophets of old were 
persecuted and destroyed by sundiy kinds of death : 



saoy Google 



feVENING SERVICE. tot 

ttius the martyrs, since the time of our Lord, were cat 
ofFin a cruel and ignominious manner ; but in their 
deaths there was no expiation for sin ; the blood of the 
prophets and of the martyrs spoke no such language ; 
their blood, cried, indeed, to heaven,— not for mercy, 
but for vengeance against a guilty world. If Chnst 
had died like one of them, and had been heard of no 
more, how should we have believed that his death had 
atoned to the penitent, for all the blood that had been 
shed from the foundation of the world ? How should 
we have believed that the whole earth had obtained 
i-emission of sin from God, by destroying one prophet 
more ? Although he had declared that he was to be 
offered up as a saCriBce, and to give his life a ransom 
for many, if he had never appeared again, how should 
we have known that the sacriBce was accepted, or 
that the ransom was paid P The natural conclusion 
then to be drawn was, that his labours had been in 
vain. Then might we have said with the disciples who 
were going to Emraaus, " We trusted that it had 
f* been He who was to have redeemed Israel ;" but 
now alt our hopes are buried in his grave. When ho 
burst the ^ands of death, and rose victorious from the 
tomb, then it was manifest to all, that he had finished 
(he work which the Father gave him to do. For if 
he had not accomplished his undertaking, and expiat- 
ed the sins of the world, he had nWer been released 
from the prison of the grave. When he arose, there- 
fore, and brought back with him the pardon which 
he had sealed with his blood ; when, instead of exe- 
cuting wrath upon his enemies, he sent again the of- 
^r of peace and retonciliation, and look upon himself 
to be their intercessor, as he had already been their 
sacrifice, What room was there to donbt of the efficacy 
pf his death, thp efficacy of which was so undeniably 
confirmed by his resurrection ? 

Here, therefore, we hail the completion of that 
plan by which tlie world was to be redeemed ; here 
we rejoice over the finishing of the new heavens and 
iiew earth, wherein righteousness is to dwell, and come 
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to the close of the celestial song, which ascribed glory 
to God in the highest, peace upon the earth, and 
good-will towards men. Now, we may join in the 
triumphant language of the Apostle, " It is Ood that 
" justifieth ? who is he tliat condemneth ? It is Christ 
" that died, yea, rather that is risen, who is even at 
" the right hand of God, who also maketh interces- 
" sion for us." As if he had said, " who can cout 
*' demn those whom God hath justified, and for whom 
** Christ hath died ? Our great High Priest hath now 
*' offered up the sacrifice which was requisite for the 
" redemption of the wprl^. The wrath of God is a- 
f* toned ; die guitt of sin is taken away ; peace is made 
^' between God and man ; and there is joy in heaven 
" over the world of the redeemed." That this sacrir 
6ce was acceptable and meritorious in the sight of 
God, he hath testified unto all men, by raising his 
Son irom the dead, by exalting him to his own right . 
hand, and committing to him the sceptre of Provir 
dence, to rule and govern for the good of his church. 

' In the second place. Christians, behold your Saviour 
at his resurrection entering into his glory. 

His first appearance was not distinguished by 
marks of greatness or splendour. The wise men who 
came from the east to worship the Iting of the Jews, 
expected not to find him a babe at Bethlehem, lying 
in a manger. Descended of humble parents, and 
bom in a mean condition, he passed his early life in 
obscurity, and in the labours of poverty. What the 
Prophet calls thp " stem from Jesse," was, at its first 
appearance, but a root out of a dry ground ; it had 
no form nor comeliness, forwhich it could have been 
desired. Hitherto it had been only unknown and 
obscure ; and at the tinie of his appearing unto Israel, 
he was a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief. 
But even while he stood forth in the power of the 
Lord, and confirmed his mission by the miracles 
which he wrought, the opposition to him increased, 
and every act of charity he did to others, became a 
new source of misery to himself. During this time 
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til which he went about doing good to all tlie sons 
ijf men, he had not whereto iay his head. When he 
cast out devils, he wait immediately chained with be- 
ing in league with the prince of them. When he sat 
with publicann and sinners, he was called a glutton 
and a wine-bibber. When he healed the sick of their 
infirmities, and forgave their sins, then was he called 
a blasphemer, and an encroacher on the prerogative 
of God. When he restored the withered hand, and 
cured the blind or the lame on the Sabbath-day, 
then is he no longer fit to live* These were such 
ofiences as nothing but his death could expiate. And 
' to death at last they brought him. He is betrayed 
by one of his own disdples, and carried tojudg* 
ment. He is charged with the most opprobri- 
ous crimes. In cruel sport, they pay him. the ho- 
nours of a prince i they crown him with thorns ; they 
put a reed into his hand ; they bow the knee before 
him, and, with profane and impious derision, cry^ 
" Hail, King of the Jews." And that nothing might 
he wantingf to shew how much he was despised and 
rejected of men, the question was put between him 
and a murderer, which should be released ; and with 
one voice, the people answered, " Release Unto ua 
" Barabbas/' He was then nailed to the accursed 
tree, and died the death of a malefactor. 

And is this the Messiali whom the Jews ^xpectedi 
and whom the prophets had foretold } la this He, con- 
cerning whom Isaiah had prophesied, " Unto ut a Son 
" is born, unto us a Child is given, and his name 
" shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty 
" God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace." . 
Is this He Who was to raise up the tabernacle of Da- 
vid J who was to repair the desolations of many ages ; 
who was to sit upon the throne of Zion^ exteiid his 
domidioo fi^m sea to sea, and from the river to the 
ends of the earth ? Yes* it is He! Buti as the Scrip- 
tures foretold, he must suffer before he. enter into his 
flory; Hence, saith the same Prophet, when he shall 
e stricken for the transgression of tlie people, andt 
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make his sout an offeiing for sin^ then be shall pro^ 
long his dnys, and the pleasure of the Lord ^all pros- 
per ill his hand. At ln3 resurrection, the profrfiecies 
of the Old Testament are- understood, and thescandai 
of the cross in wiped away. The history of tbeinan 
of sorrows ends, and the Lord of Glory appears. A 
brighter train of years begins, and a new, era of hap- 
py time revolves. From tlie cloud which had con- 
• cealed him long, he now issues, forth in the beauties 
of immortality, ; from the veil which had obscured 
liim in the days of h\& Besli, the splendour of his Di- 
vinity now shines forth ; celestial rays circle and dis- 
tiiiguish his head.; and he appears to be the Son of 
God with, power, when he comes in triumph from tlie 
tomb, having subdued the powers of death, and lead- 
ing captiviC)' captive. He now sees the travail of his 
soul, and is. satisfied ; he enters on the joy that was 
set beforehim ; and has all power committed to htm 
in heaven and in earth. 

In the iAiW place. Christians, behold in the resurrec- 
tion of y9ur Lord, your nature restored to its original 
dignity*.. 

Man was at first made after the image of God, 
clothed' with the robe of innocence, and crowned with 
tiie honours. of immortality. There was no discord 
among the principles of his fiame ; no darkness in 
his mind, and no disorder in his heart. Happy and 
harmonious was the temper of his soul. Order, the 
great law of heaven, was also the law of man. He 
had a paradise without, and a fairer paradise within. 
But by his disobedience and fall he became a differ- 
ent person : his nature was degraded, and his dignity 
was lost. He who was the Lord of the inferior world, 
and was invested with dominion over the works of 
nature, was now sunk into a state little superior to 
the beasts that perish. This change was the death of 
the man whom God had created ; the divine life was 
no more ; the image of God lay buried under the 
ruins of iniquity. Hence the human form in Scrip- 
ture is called a " body of death ;" and the world is 
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said to be " dead in trespasses and sins." But as by- 
man came death, by man came also the resiiirection 
to life. As in Adam all die, so in Christ all are made 
alive. '* The creature was made subject to vanity 
*' not willingly." We consented not to the degrada- 
tion of our nature ; and he who subjected its in hope 
hath restored us agaio. Christ rose as the Repre- 
sentative of all his people ; as the Leader of an innu-' 
merable multitude, who shall follow him into the liea-r 
vens. Hence we are said in Scripture to be begotten 
again by the resurrection of Christ from the dead> to 
■ be made alive with Christ ; to be risen with him ; and 
sit with him in heavenly places. Here then you be- 
hpldyour nature rising anew from the tombof Christ ;' 
fair as when it first came from the hands of the Crea- 
tor, when he saw his own image, and pronounced it 
good. Here you behold it rising with additional hon- 
our ; made at first a little lower than the-angels it 
was assumed by one who was greater than they, and 
is now dignified in heaven by him before whose throne 
the angels of God worship. 

In the iasf place. Christians, behold in the resurrect 
tioH of Christ, the proof and the earnest of your own 
resurrection. 

Our Saviour not only taught the immortality of the 
soul, but also the resunection of rhe body. Thisdoc- 
irine was new to the world, and contrary to the ob- 
ftrvation of mankind; for there is nothing in the 
whole compass of nature, that yields a similitude to 
dust and ashes rising up again into organized bodies, 
and to peq>etual life. It required, therefore, a proof 
of a particular kind, which it obtained ; for as a 
ptoof that the dead were to arise, our Saviour arose 
from the dead. Hence God is said to have given as- 
surance to all men of the general resurrection, by 
raising his Son fh)m the dead. This subject is han- 
dled professedly, and at great length, by the Apostle 
Paul, in a most eloquent discourse to the Corinthians, 
part of which I shall now read to you. 1 Cor^ xv. 
20, 3i, as, 23. " But now is Christ risen from the 
2 



Dcillizedoy Google 



8I« tORD'S SUPPER. 

" dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept. 
'* For since by man came death, by man came aUo tha 
" resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, 
*' even go in Christ shall all be made alive. But eve' 
'* ry man in his own order; Christ the first-fruits j 
■ *' afterward they that aye Christ's at hje coming.'* 

In the tirne's of the apostle, this doctrine was raoro 
• felt than it is now ; a strong impression of immorta- 
lity did then animate the disciples of Jesus. From 
whence, bat from iliis doctrine, proceeded the zeal 
and:Spirit of the primitive Christians, who embraced 
the religion of Jesus at the «X|>ence of all that was 
dear,' and at the peril of their lives. The sword .of 
the persecutor had no terrors, when they saw it suc- 
ceeded by a crown of glory. ' When' they looked on 
riie shore of bHss and' immortality, they trenibled not. 
though they knew they had to %wim through a sea of 
blood. Evert' when death was before tlieir eyes, their 
hearts sprung With joy, and their hopes pegan to 
bloom. Not the frown of the tyrant, nor the face of .> 
the king of lertrors, nor the executioner that tliirstcc^ 
for blood, could rob them of their peace.' They look- 
ed upon 'these a«' raessehg<ers sent by Providehce, ta 
carry them to that better woHd wliere their bearti 
longed to be. '' This was the armiur by which the 
saints and martyrs, overcame the world ; by ^hiclt 
they triuoiphed over pain, and ignominy, and deaths 
and looked upon fires, irrd racks, and gibbets, upon 
every engine of torture, and every form of dissolution, 
as so many doors Opening into the kingdom of glory.; 
They were invincible,' because they knew they-were 
immortal. . t. *■ ", l , 

From the doclrines.which have been now laid down, 
let us conclude with some inferences andrefledtioas; 

Christians, you are the disciples 6f a* risen Redeem* 
er. As we glory in his cross and •passion, let us al- 
so rejoice in his resurrection. ■ Thedisciples were glad 
when they saw their Lonl restored to life' again ; an4 
the first Christians considered it assuchajoyful events 
that they used to greet one 3nother.with this saluCa« 
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tion, " Christ ts risen." l^wlio was once clead i» 
now alive, ui^ lives for evermiorQ. He hatli reonoved, 
the tenot and tb^. sting of. death ; he hath hallowed 
ttte grave as a place of rest fpr all his followers, and 
risen as the Forerunner of the ^itliftil, who shall rise 
to eternal life. He left the vestments of mortality 
behind him* Death hath nO laore dominion. And if 
~ ye be risen with Christ, p^t off the old man and hi» 
affecliona ; let sin have no more dominion over yon ; 
walk in newness of life. As you have »et out in the 

Kiths of righteousness^ contioue your course therein, 
eligion was not intended for extraordinary occasions, 
lloliness is nat a robe which you can put off and oi^ 
at pleasure. Yon must nevef lay aside the weddit^- 
-garment. Transient emotions which you may now 
feel, will not change the lieart. Starts and sallies of 
goodness which you may now exjierience, will not 
form the character. The temper of the mlnd> and 
the tenor of the lifcare all in all. When religion and 
virtue have been matured by timci and grown Joto 
habit, then we can pronounce them to be sincere and 
genuine. Let him that is rigliteou^ then, be righteous 
still. Let him that is holy, be Itoly still. Let the 
spirit of this day accompany you alt the days of your 
lives. Carry into the world, into the business, and 
into the pleasures of the world, the purity of this or- 
dinance, the dispositions you now feel, and the pur- 
poses you now form. Be raitliful unto death, and God 
will give you the crown of life- 
Farther, as ye have gained the victory over death, 
through our I^rd Jesus Christ, therefore be assured, 
that a life of faith and duty will effectually conduct 
you to happiness. ". Therefore, my beloved breth- 
" ren, be yestedfast, immoveable, always abounding 
" in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
" your labour is not in vain in the Lord." Misera- 
ble, indeed, would be the condition of the human 
Jdnd ; feeble would be our efforts, and few our attain- 
ments, if, after a well-ordered life, we were obliged to 
Mt ijown with tlie sad confession, that virtue was but 
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an etn|)ty name ; that"we had' otonsed <Hir hands in- 
vain, and purified oar'hearts to nO'piiipose. But,' 
Christians, our labour shall not be in vain ; our wor):s 
of faith and love, our exenionsof magftanitnlty, our 
efforts of patience in the cause of goodness :. the ten? 
der offices of humanity, charity, and pity, that we 
have performed, the kind dispositions that we have 
chenGlied or improved, the upright intentions which 
we have m^ntained, even the silent aspirations of a 
good heart, the warm wishes of the benevolent, for 
Uie happiness of the human kind, are now well pleas- 
ing in the sight of God. Wa know, even trom ohIj 
own experience, that thcEe is a rcw'ard for the righte- 
ous. Never have we done a good deed, but we have 
obtained the gj^tulations of our own conscience, and 
enjoyed the triumph of the mind. 

Let the wicked call upon the mountuns to over- 
whelm, and th^ Pocks to hide them in the day of the 
Lord. Jt^t inBdels look for the shades of annihilation 
to conceal them, and the curtains of the dark night tQ 
be drawn around them for ever. Better prospects are 
presented to us. The hope of immortality is set be- 
fore us,' and heaven opens its everlasting gates to re- 
ceive us to its mansions: ^ ,. • - ■ 

Because of this our heart is glad, and oiir glory re- 
joiceth.' The Everlasting Rither will notlesfve us iii 
the graVe, not: suffer his holy ones tp see corruption. 
He hath shewed us the path of life. In his presence 
there is fulness of joy, and it his right hahd there are 
pteasures for evermore; Knowthen thyself, O man ! 
make thyself acquainted with thy future statol En- 
ter early, my brethren, upon your eternal life ; and 
now thmk, and act, and live,' as the heirs of immorta- 
lity. ■ Implore the Divine goodness to give you the 
Spirit of that better country'to which you tend, and 
to bless you with a foretaste of the joys which are 
to come.,^ And in the strength of Heaven, go forth 
from'tMnissembly, immortal ; go forth into the world 
- the sons of God, the heirs of heaven, candidates for 
a crown «if glory whichiadeth not away. Then you 
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will have good cause to remember this day, as one 
of the days of the right hand of the Most- High, 
and .to endless. a^s you will bless the time when 
retired. from the' vanities of the world; and learned to 
■ meditate at your Saviour's tomb. 

Now may the, God of peace, who brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd 
of the Sheep, .make you perfect in every good work, 
to do his^will, working in you that which is well- 
pleasing in hissight, through Jesus Christ ; to whom 
be giory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Pkayer. 

" Follow nowi O God, with thy blessing, the 
whole solemn service of this day. Accept of the 
praises, and hear the humble prayers of thy people. 
Our souls would again bless tlice, O Lord : all that is 
within us would magnify thy holy name ; for thou 
-hast forgiven our iniquities, healed our diseases, re< 
■deemed our lives from destruction, and crowned us 
with loving-kindness and with tender mercies. Ador- 
ed be that' Providence which hath watched over us 
ever since we had a being. Thou wast the guardian 
and protector of our tender ytSars; Thou didst sup- 
ply our wants, 'before we knew how to express them 
^to thee in prayer: thou didst distinguish us with thy 
love, before, we knew that liberal hand from which 
our blessings flowed. Thy good Providence has 
brought us up hitherto: Thou hast kept our feet from 
-falling, and our eyes from tears : Th6u hast not been 
far off when trouble was near, nor like an absent 
friend to the distressed. Thou hast given songs to 
us in the night of adversity. 

" Above all thy mercies, wc thank thee for eternal 
life, through Jesus Christ. Glory to God in the 
highest, for peace proclaimed on earth, and goodrwill 
to the children of men. We thank thee for. the di- 
vine doctrines which he taught, for his meritorious 
life, for his atoning death, for his glorious .asftensioo 



Dgilizedoy Google 



i\6 LORb'S SUPPER. 

into h«ar«n, and his prevailing intercession for us 

within the vail. 

*' While we enjoy the blessings of the Gospel, inay 
we improve them. L«t it not be our condemnation, 
that when the light hath come into the world, we 
have toved darknefis rather than light; but having the 
promise of the life which now is, and of that which 
is to come, may we purify ourselves from the pollo- 
tions of the world, and perfect holiness iu the tear oif 
the Lord. May we live blameless ™d harmless in 
the world, as the children of God, in the midst of a 
perverse and crooked generation. Among men may 
our light so shine, that they seeing our good works, 
may glorify thee also, our Father which art in heaven. 
May we put on, as the dearly belavediof the Lord, 
bowei»» of compassion and mercy ; Ibrgiving one a- 
nother, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven' 
us. While yet on eanh, may our conversation be in 
heaven. May we run our Christian race with pa.- 
tience, and witli cheerf&iness, pressing forward to 
the mark set before us, as heirs of immortahty, 
and candidates for a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away. 

We would again humbly offer up our prayers, in 
behalf of' these our native lamls. We would again 
pray for thy blessing upon our King^; and Queen, 
and Royal Family. Extend thy favour to all ranks« 
of men, and conditions of life among ua. 

" We offer up our prayere for the whole churches 
of Christianity, and for all the race of man. Spread 
the knowledge of the faith further and further over 
the world. We implore thy favour in behalf of the 
dark corners of the earth, on which the light from 
heaven hath not yet shone. May the Day-spring 
from on high visit them, and the Sun of righteousness 
arise over their lieads. Give thy Son the heathen for 
his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for his possession. May a light arise in the regions 
pf darkness, and the dry and parched land become as 
a field which the Lord hath blessed. Thou hast 
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brought a vine to us from Judah : Thou hast cast 
out the heathen, and planted it i Thou hast caused it 
to take deep root, and to fill our lands: The boughs 
thereof are like the cedars of God. Do not suflFer its 
fences to be broken down, nor let the Cvil one lay it 
waste. Return, return, we beseech thee, O God of 
Hosts, and behold and visit again thy vine, and the 
vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, and 
the branch thou hast made strong for thyself. Ex- 
tend its boughs over the whole earth, that its leaves 
may be for the healing of all people: That nations 
yet undiscovered, and ages yet unbomj may rejoice 
In its shade ! 

*' Father of all mercies, God of all grace ! visit the 
sick and the afflicted. Let the sighs of the prisoner 
come Up before thee: Look down with pity on the 
afBictionsof the just ; bend thine ear to the groans of 
the' unhappy. We pray for the whole human race, 
the distressed and fallen family of man ; once formed 
after thy image, destined to glory, honour, and im- 
mortality, but now de&ced with guilt, debased with 
ignorance, subjected to slavery, and appointed unto 
death. Let them know Jesus, whom to know is eter- 
nal life. Sow the seeds of virtue and happiness eve- 
ry where. May the blood of Christ which was shed 
upon Mount Calvary, alone for a whole gii*lty world. 
May the rays of the Sun of righteousness dissi- 
pate as One vast cloud, the collected sins of huma- 
nity ! 

" May cruelty, bigotry, and wrath, be no more : 
May the rod of the oppressor be broken, and the 
sword of persecution sheathed. Come down as in 
the times of old, put on thy robe of vengeance, and 
deliver the innocent from the hands of the destroyer; 
may the benign genius of Christianity appear in the 
lives of all its professors, tHat the heart may be open- 
ed, that amiable virtue may appear again, that man 
may become a friend to man, and the earth resemble 
heaven. 

" We offer up our prayers in behalf of those mise- 
VOL. 1. E e 
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rable men who have abandoned themselves to wicked- 
ness and impiety. O most merciful God ! give them 
not over to final reprobation: Cast them not off for 
ever. Pour down upon them the influences of thy 
Spirit, to melt their hearts of stone ; to turn them un- 
to the wisdom of the just, before the day of grace ex- 
pire, and the gates of Heaven be shut, never to be o- 
pened again. 

*' May we, all of us this day depart from thy courts 
with deep and solemn impressions upon our minds, 
never to be effaced ! Keep, O God, keep our feet from 
falling ! With desiring eyes we look forward to the 
glory which is to be revealed : and we rejoice in the 
happy immortality of the redeemed from among men. 
And now what wait we for but thy blessing. Bless 
us, O our God, and be with us for ever and ever. A* 
men" 

H Y M N V. 

1 ?" g "^HE hour of my departure's come ; 
A I hear the voice that calls me home ; 
At last, O Lord ! let trouble cease, 
And let thy servant die in peace. 

a The race appointed I have run ; 
The combat's o'er ; the prize is won ; 
And now my witness is on high. 
And now my record's in the sky.- 

3 Not in mine innocence I trust ; 
1 bow before thee in the dust ; 

And through my Saviour's blood alone 
I look for mercy at thy throne. 

4 \ leave the world without a tear, 
Save for the friends I held so dear ; 
To heal their sorrows, Lord, descend, 
And to the friendless prove a friend. 

5 I come, I come, at'thy command, 
I give my spirit to thy hand ; 
Stretch forth thine everlasting arms. 
And shield me in the last alarms ! 
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6 The hour of my departure's come, 
I hear the voice that calls me home ; 
Now, O my God ! let trouble cease. 
Now let thy servant die in peace. 

Blessing. 

" May the love of God the Father, the grace of our 
* Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the fellowship and 
' communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you, and all 
' the people of God, henceforth and for evermore. 
' Amen.' 



BJID OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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